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Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held at Ellesmere Town Hall 

Monday 7th September 2026 at 7:15pm 

 

PRESENT: Town Mayor (Chair):  Cllr P Jones 

Councillors: Cllr N Proffitt, P Goulbourne, M Forshaw, G 
Hutchinson, S Austin, J Howard, A Wignall, J 
Mooney, Cllr D Clixby 

Town Clerk and RFO:  Jo Butterworth 

Admin Assistant: Vicky Martin 

Cemetery Coordinator: Andy Chatting 

Members of the Public: 1 

Unitary Councillor: 1 

Ellesmere Rural Parish 3 

Press: 0 

Police: 0 

 
Public Participation Session 
Three members of Ellesmere Rural Parish Council discussed Shropshire Council’s 
proposed asset transfer of the Old Workhouse Cemetery and the potential for a 
collaboration with Ellesmere Town Council to manage this asset.  The Councillors had 
not seen the original proposal from Shropshire Council and wanted further details. 
Following a desk top study of the site it remains unclear who owns the site which will 
need to be clarified before any decisions can be made, they expressed their concerns 
regarding potential costs and health and safety. 
 

09/26/01 To Receive Apologies and Reasons for Absence 
Apologies were received Cllrs G Elner and M Hancock due to holiday. 

It was moved by Cllr N Proffitt, seconded by Cllr P Goulbourne and, 

RESOLVED: that the apologies from Cllrs Elner and Goulbourne be approved. 

09/26/02 Disclosure of Personal and Prejudicial Interests 
For transparency the Clerk declared disclosed that she is related to one of the Co-
option applicants. 

 
Cllrs S Austin, J Mooney and P Jones declared an interest in Agenda number 
09/26/08 as they are members of the Cricket Club committee.  

 

09/26/03 Grant Dispensations 

  None requested. 
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09/26/04 Police Report 
Members confirmed they had received and read the police report.  Concern was 
expressed that recent incidents were not covered in the report and that there 
appears to have been a marked increase in incidents, particularly anti-social 
behaviour, that are occurring in the evenings since officers are no longer working 
past 8pm. 
 
Concerns were also raised over the feasibility and effectiveness of the 101-system 
used for reporting non-urgent crime.  It can take 10-12 days for a report to be 
assigned a crime number and passed to a local officer for investigation. 
 
It was moved by Cllr P Jones, seconded by Cllr P Goulbourne and, 
 
RESOLVED: that a letter be sent to the PCC John Campion to express concerns over 
local policing, the reporting of local incidents and the effectiveness of the 101 
system for reporting crime.  MP Helen Morgan, Chief Inspector Mo Lansdale and 
Cllr Rosie Radford will be copied into the letter. 

 
09/26/05 Shropshire Council Report 

Cllr Radford discussed issues with local anti-social behaviour concerning fire setting 
which has been reported by the fire services and where there was no Police 
presence.  She is also aware of physical altercations have taken place which were not 
followed up due to insufficient evidence. 
 
Concerns were raised with Cllr Radford over both the appearance of the vape shop 
and the products that the vape shop are selling.  Selling to underage customers has 
already been reported and any further incidents should be reported to the police 
who will share information with trading standards.   
 
Cllr Radford informed members that Shopshire Council Planning Officers are refusing 
to identify which planning applications will be discussed at meetings prior to issue of 
the agenda.  Cllr Radford will confirm details of meetings once received, in particular 
the Teal Drive application.  This will be shared on social media once the details of the 
meeting are known. 
 
Cllr Wignall asked Cllr Radford what the Town Council can do to support health and 
wellbeing in the community; it was suggested that Cllr Radford be invited to a Health 
and Wellbeing Working Group meeting to share her ideas.  She did think that Local 
groups could be reminded that grant funding is available. 

 
09/26/06 Casual Vacancies 
  It was moved by Cllr P Jones, moved by Cllr N Proffitt and, 
 

RESOLVED: “That by the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and under 
Section 100 (A) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public and press be 
excluded for the items 6a -6d of business on the grounds they may involve the 
likely disclosure of confidential information as defined in the Acts”. 
 
(a) Applications. Two applications had been received and information circulated to 
all Members prior to the meeting. Noted. 
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(b) Presentations 
The first applicant gave their presentation to Council members.  The second 
applicant was unable to attend in person, and members watched a video 
presentation.  
 
(c) Voting   
An anonymous secret ballot was undertaken to decide on the co-option of each 
applicant.  Applicant 1 won the vote. 
 
(d) Outcome 
Applicant 1 was informed of the outcome of the vote and was invited to complete 
his declaration of acceptance to office and joined the meeting. 
 
The meeting was re-opened to members of the press and public. 
 

09/26/07 Minutes 
(a) It was moved by Cllr A Wignall, seconded by Cllr G Hutchinson and, 
 
RESOLVED: that the minutes of the Town Council meeting on Monday 6th July 2026 
be approved and signed by the mayor as a true and accurate record.  
 
Cllr P Goulbourne was not present at the meeting on 6th July 2026 and did not vote. 
 
(b) To read and note the minutes of the Staffing and Governance Committee held on 

Thursday 3rd September 2026 and consider any recommendations. 
Noted. 

 
(c) To read and note the minutes of Finance, Asset & Resources Committee held on 

Thursday 3rd September and consider any recommendations. 

Noted. 
 

09/26/08 Progress Report 
  Noted. 
 
09/26/09 Clerk’s Summer Recess Report 
  Noted. 
 
09/26/10 Planning 

(a) Planning Applications for Consideration 
Reference: 26/02983/FUL 
Address:  Gable Lodge, 3 Brownlow Crescent, Ellesmere, Shropshire, SY12 0DA. 
Proposal:  Proposed garage and store. 
 
It was moved by Cllr P Jones, seconded by Cllr P Goulbourne and, 
 
RESOLVED: that Ellesmere Town Council supports this application on the condition 
that the garage must be for car storage only and is not to be turned into a 
residential dwelling. 
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Shropshire Council Planning Decisions 
Reference: 26/02186/PA3MA 

Address:  Gemini Care Ellesmere Limited, 18 Scotland Street, Ellesmere, Shropshire, 

SY12 0EG.  

Proposal:  Application under Schedule 2, Part 3 Class MA of the Town and Country 
Planning (General Permitted Development) (England) Order 2015 (as amended) for 
conversion of current care agency shop/office into a single residential dwelling. 
Decision:  Refused. 
 
Reference: 26/02737/CPL 

Address: 21 Cambria Avenue, Ellesmere, Shropshire, SY12 0BG, 

Proposed: Certificate of Lawfulness for proposed conversion of the 

existing garage to provide an accessible bedroom and 

shower room for a disabled occupant, including replacement 

of the garage door with a window, kitchen adaptations, and 

the installation of a ramped access to the front entrance. 

Decision: Permission Granted 

Reference:  26/02582/LBC 
Address:  33 And 35 Watergate Street, Ellesmere, Shropshire, SY12 0EX. 
Proposal:  Replacement of 4No. windows and 1No. door set and repairs to 2No. sash 
windows. 
Decision:  Grant Permission. 
 
Reference:  25/04621/LBC 
Address:  Old Station House, 1 Ballast Drive, Ellesmere, Shropshire, SY12 0GF. 
Proposal:  Works to existing windows. 
Decision:  Withdrawn. 
 
Reference:  25/04622/LBC 
Address:  Old Station House, 1 Ballast Drive, Ellesmere, Shropshire, SY12 0GF. 
Proposal:  Refurbishment, modification and reinstatement of 2No. existing external 
doors, redecoration of all existing external doors and addition of new ironmongery. 
Decision:  Withdrawn. 
 

09/26/11 General Power of Competence (GPC) 
 
  It was moved by Cllr G Hutchinson, seconded by Cllr P Goulbourne and, 
 

RESOLVED: to confirm that now the Council satisfies both the criteria of eligibility 
relating to the electoral mandate with 2/3rds of members being elected and the 
CiLCA qualification being held by the Clerk, that Ellesmere Town Council adopts the 
General Power of Competence (GPC). 
 
Cllr D Clixby abstained from voting. 

 
09/26/12 Finance 

(a) Town Council Payments for June & July 
It was moved by Cllr P Jones, seconded by Cllr N Proffitt and,  
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RESOLVED: that the Town Council payments for June and July 2026 be approved. 
 
(b) Cemetery Working Group Payments for June & July 
It was moved by Cllr N Proffitt, seconded by Cllr G Hutcinson and, 
 
RESOLVED: that the Cemetery Working Group payments for June & July 2026 be 
approved. 
 
(c) Street Lighting Maintenance Contract 
3 companies were approached to quote for the maintenance contract for the 
streetlights.  2 companies returned quotes, both hold local authority contracts and 
are located within easy travelling distance of Ellesmere.  Company No. 1 costs are 
lower overall except for Item 2, and the recommendation is to accept the quote from 
Company No. 1. 
 
It was move by Cllr G Hutchinson, seconded by Cllr A Wignall and,  
 
RESOLVED: that the contract for the maintenance of the streetlights is awarded to 
Company 1, Highline Electrical. 
 
Cllr D Clixby abstained from voting. 

 
09/26/13 Old Workhouse Cemetery - Ellesmere Rural Parish Council have been offered the 

site by Shropshire Council as an asset transfer 
(a) Report 
 
The Cemetery Co-ordinator reported that more information on the ownership of the 
land and what exactly the memorial comprises would need to be determined before 
any informed decisions on a transfer of ownership could be made.  A previous 
assessment of the site provided a quotation of £25,000 to repair the boundary wall 
and restore the memorial cross.  Shropshire Council do not appear to have the Title 
Deeds to the site.  In 1929 the new Poor Law System was disbanded and workhouses 
and associated sites pasted into the care of local authorities however, records show 
the site being sold to in 1938 to a Mr Rogers. 
 
If taxpayers money is to be spent on the restoration of the site, a public consultation 
would be required, and a working group will need to consider the options. 

 
(b) Asset Transfer 
A transfer of this asset from Shropshire Council to Ellesmere Rural Parish Council and 
a potential collaboration with Ellesmere Town Council cannot be considered until 
more information is obtained and all options considered. 
 
It was moved by Cllr P Jones, seconded by Cllr N Proffitt and,  
 
RESOLVED: to put the formation of a working group to investigate the asset 
transfer of the Old Workhouse Cemetery on the October. 
 

  Ellesmere Rural Parish will discuss the transfer at their next meeting. 
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09/26/14 Policies and Procedures 
Prior to the meeting the Policies and Procedures Working group had reviewed the 
following policies. 
 
Memorial Bench Policy 
Co-option Policy 
IT Access Control Policy 
Alcohol and Drugs at Work 
Retention Policy 

 
It was moved by Cllr P Jones, seconded by Cllr G Hutchinson and, 

 
RESOLVED: to adopt all the policies that had been reviewed by the Policies and 
Procedures working group. 

 
09/26/15 New Town Service Bus 508 & New Bus Shelter 

(a) New Bus Timetable and Route 
Noted. 
 
(b) Feedback 
Residents have complained that the new route does not take them past the doctor’s 
surgery and that if the come into town on it, they are unable to get home with their 
shopping for over 2 hours.  Levi Court is also not included in the new route. 
 
Some positive feedback had been that residents are now able to get to the train 
station for onward journeys. 
 
Further feedback will be sought in a month’s time and shared with the operator, 
Lakeside Coaches to ask if there is flexibility in the town service section of the route. 
 
(c) Bus Shelter 
A replacement bus shelter is to be installed on Cross Street at the end of October 
which will have live bus service information displayed. 

 
09/26/16 Police and Crime Commissioner Town & Parish Council Survey 
  It was moved by Cllr P Jones, seconded by Cllr N Proffitt and, 
 

RESOLVED: that Ellesmere Town Council does not provide a response to the Police 
and Crime Commissioner Town & Parish Council Survey as members felt that their 
response would have no impact on the decisions made.  
 
Members were invited to submit an individual response if they wished to do so. 

 
09/26/17 Star Council Awards 2026/2027 – County Association of the Year 

Ellesmere Town Council will nominate SALC for their excellent support of all council 
activities. 
 
Members were also invited to submit individual responses if they wished to do so. 
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09/26/18 Correspondence 
  Thank You Note 

A resident of Oak Mere Ridge expressed their gratitude for the installation of the 
path connecting the new estate to Berwyn View. 
 
Tesco Carpark 
A resident has expressed concern over the new parking restrictions imposed at 
Tesco’s carpark. 
 
The Clerk had approached the manager to ask if there is any flexibility in the parking 
restrictions.  He had responded that he is unable to alter the restrictions as the 
policy has been applied nationally to Tesco’s car parks however, he will raise the 
possibility of an option to pay for additional parking time and to investigate the 
possibility of special considerations during key events for the town. He is grateful for 
the support of the Town Council with communicating the changes to parking and 
requested future support to ensure that the community is aware when the parking 
restrictions become operational to avoid unnecessary parking charges. 

 
09/26/19 Future Agenda Items 
  Old Workhouse Memorial land WG formation and Terms of Reference. 
 
09/26/20 Council Surgeries 
 Saturday 15th September 2026, 10am – 2pm, Ellesmere Market Hall. 

Saturday 13th November 2026, 10am – 2pm, Our Space. 
  
 Councillors to attend the first surgery are A Wignall, P Jones and G Hutchinson.  
 
 Councillors to attend the second surgery are S Austin, P Jones, M Forshaw, A Wignall 

and G Hutchinson. 
 
09/26/21 Future Meeting Dates 

Town Council Meeting - Monday 5th October 2026, 7.15pm at Ellesmere Town Hall. 

 

09/26/22 Exclusion of Press and Public 
  It was moved by Cllr P Jones, seconded by Cllr G Hutchinson and, 
 

RESOLVED: “That by the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and under 
Section 100 (A) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public and press be 
excluded for the following items of business on the grounds they may involve the 
likely disclosure of confidential information as defined in the Acts”. 
 

09/26/23 Confidential Minutes 
J Butterworth left the room. 

  
(a) To read and note the minutes of the Staffing and Governance Committee held on 
Thursday 3rd September 2026 and consider any recommendations. 
 
It was moved by Cllr P Goulbourne, seconded by Cllr G Hutchinson and, 
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RESOLVED: that all recommended backpay reported by the Assistant Clerk be 
approved. 
 
FURTHER RESOLVED.  That a new salary scale for the Clerk was approved. 
 
(b) To read and note the minutes of Finance, Asset & Resources Committee held on 

Thursday 3rd September and consider any recommendations. 

Noted. 
 
J Butterworth rejoined the meeting. 
 

09/26/24 Planning Enforcement Cases 
Members received an update on a planning enforcement case.  
 
It was moved by Cllr A Wignall, seconded by Cllr J Howard and, 
 
RESOLVED: to invite any members of the press and public back into the meeting. 

Meeting Closed at 20:58pm 

 

Chair ……………………………………………. 

Date ………………………………………… 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

55 
 

Appendix A: 
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