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Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held in Ellesmere Town Hall on 

Monday 3rd November 2025 at 7:15pm. 

 

PRESENT:   Mayor: (Chair)   L Woodbridge. 

 

Councillors: G Elner, M Forshaw, G Hutchinson, M Hancock, N 
Proffitt, P Jones, J Mooney, A Wignall, S Austin, P 
Goulbourne, J Howard. 

 

   Town Clerk and RFO:  Jo Butterworth. 

   Admin Assistant:  Vicky Martin. 

 

 

Members of the Public:  19 

Unitary Councillor:  1 

Press:    1 

Police:    0 

Guests:   1 

 

Public Participation Session. 

A representative for the residents of Teal Drive raised their objections to the 
proposed development of 40 houses on the land to the east of Teal Drive. 
 
A local tree expert informed council that he had applied for TPO’s for the trees on 
the proposed development site and also raised his objections to the number of new 
developments placing further pressure on local amenities and highways. 
 
A Robin Close resident raised their concerns over the access from Teal Drive onto 
Grange Road with the increase in the amount of traffic since the original 
development was built combined with the access to the new industrial estate 
opposite the junction. 
 
A resident of Brownlow Road raised their concerns over construction traffic 
accessing the new development on the old railway station site via the Willow Street 
entrance to Brownlow Road and the mud deposited on the road. 
 

11/25/01 To Receive Apologies and Reasons for Absence. 
None received. 

 
11/25/02 Disclosure of Personal and Prejudicial Interests. 
  Councillor G Hutchinson disclosed an interest in Items 4 and 10(b) on the agenda. 
  

Councillor J Howard disclosed an interest in Item 10(a). 
 
11/25/03 Grant Dispensations. 
  None requested. 
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11/25/04 Shropshire Homes – Proposed Residential Development Land East of Teal Drive, 
Ellesmere, Shropshire. 

 Andrews Rogers, Senior Land Manager from Shropshire Homes, gave a presentation 
on the proposed development and answered questions from Council Members, 
including addressing concerns over historical flooding in the area. 

 
11/25/05 Shropshire Council Report. 
 Members discussed the content of the Monthly Report from Unitary Councillor 

Rosie Radford; she encouraged the Town Council to have an input in Shropshire 
Council’s Transport Plan and raised their concerns with Cllr Radford. 

 
11/25/06 Project SY12. 

(a) Report. 
Councillors discussed the 4th Quarter Report from Project SY12 on Ellesmere Market 
Hall with Alex Hunter from Project SY12. 

 
(b) Correspondence. 
The Chair read aloud the changes to the seats on the Project SY12 Governance 
structure.  Councillors hold 3 seats at present, however, in the new structure these 
seats have been consolidated into a single representative.   

 
Any changes will need to have the approval of Council. 

 
The Clerk clarified that no expenses are paid to representatives on any Board and 
requested copies of the Safeguarding and Data policies stated in the report are 
provided to the Town Council for review before a representative from the Council 
can be appointed. 

 
It was moved by Cllr G Elner, seconded by Cllr G Hutchinson and, 

 
RESOLVED:  that the decision to reduce the Council membership of the Project 
SY12 Governance Board from three seats to a single member is deferred until the 
Project SY12 Safeguarding and Data Polices have been reviewed at the Council 
Meeting on 1st December 2025. 

 
11/25/07 Police Matters.  

(a) Police Report. 
All Members confirmed that they had received and read the report from the 
Ellesmere Safer Neighbourhood Team.  No questions were raised. 
 
(b) Query Response. 

  Sergeant Tim Lever had provided a response to address the further concerns raised 
from the September report. 

 Noted.  
 
11/24/08 Minutes. 

a) It was moved by Cllr P Goulbourne, seconded by Cllr A Wignall and,  
 
RESOLVED: that the minutes of the Town Council meeting held on Monday 6th 
October 2025 be approved and signed by the Chair as a true record. 
 
b) To read and note the minutes of the Planning & Infrastructure Committee held 

on 16th October 2025. 
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Noted. 
 

(c) To note the minutes of the Finance, Assets & Resources Committee held on the 
20th October 2025. 
Noted. 

 
11/25/09 Progress Report. 
  Noted. 
 
11/25/10 Planning. 

(a) Planning/Highway Correspondence. 
To note that all members have received a copy of the guidance note. 
Noted. 
 
Old Railway Station Site Traffic using Brownlow Road. 
Cllr J Howard left the meeting at 8:31 pm. 
 
Complaints have been received from the residents of Brownlow Road over 
construction traffic for the new residential development at the old railway station 
site accessing Brownlow Road from the Willow Street entrance.  The Clerk has 
contacted the site manager, and temporary signs have been erected until permanent 
signs can be obtained.  The site manager has also confirmed that the road will be 
swept at 4pm daily. 
 
It was raised that Trimpley Street also needs to be cleaned. 
 
Cllr J Howard rejoined the meeting at 8:34 pm. 

   
  Street Closure Notice. 

Road closure of St. John’s Hill for highway repairs.  Monday 10th November to 
Thursday 13th November, 9:30 am to 4 pm. Noted. 

 
(b) Planning Applications for Consideration. 
Reference: 25/03560/FUL 
Address: Proposed Residential Development Land East of Teal Drive, Ellesmere, 
Shropshire. 
Proposal: Erection of 40No. dwellings together with associated infrastructure and 
landscaping. 
 
Cllr G Hutchinson left the meeting at 8:35 pm. 
 
Cllrs discussed the planning application for the land off Teal Drive with particular 
concerns raised over the historical flooding issues and over how existing residents of 
Diksmuide Drive would be affected by allowing construction on this land. Cllr P Jones 
suggested material planning reasons for objection. 
 
It was moved by Cllr G Elner, seconded by Cllr J Howard and 
 
RESOLVED:  that Ellesmere Town Council object in the strongest possible terms to 
the planning application for the erection of 40No. dwellings on the land to the east 
of Teal Drive, Ellesmere based on the following material objections suggested by 
Cllr P Jones: 
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The site is outside of the development boundary. 
Highway Safety & Traffic Impact. 
Drainage and Flood Risk. 
Ecology & Biodiversity. 
 
Cllr G Hutchinson rejoined the meeting at 8:43 pm. 
 
(c) Shropshire Council Planning Decisions. 
Reference:  25/02270/FUL 
Address:  White Lion Antiques, 4 Market Street, Ellesmere, Shropshire, SY12 0AN 
Proposal:  Proposed erection of single storey replacement link between outbuilding 
and dwelling, construction of timber staircase to outbuilding, replacement of existing 
translucent roof panels with flat rooflight to single storey roof. 
Decision:  Grant Permission. 
Noted. 
 
Reference:  25/02271/LBC. 
Address:  White Lion Antiques, 4 Market Street, Ellesmere, Shropshire, SY12 0AN 
Proposal:  Proposed erection of single storey replacement link between outbuilding 
and dwelling, construction of timber staircase to outbuilding, replacement of existing 
translucent roof panels with flat rooflight to single storey roof.   
Decision:  Grant Permission. 
Noted. 
 

11/25/11 Finance. 
(a) Town Council Payments for September 2025. Appendix A. 
It was moved by Cllr G Hutchinson, seconded by Cllr P Goulbourne and, 

 
RESOLVED: that the Town Council payments for September 2025 be approved. 

 
(b) Cemetery Working Group Payments for September 2025. Appendix B. 
It was moved by Cllr A Wignall, seconded by Cllr J Howard and, 

 
RESOLVED: that the Cemetery Working Group Payments for September 2025 be 
approved. 

 
(c) Town Council Detailed Income & Expenditure Report for the 2nd Quarter. 

Appendix C. 
Noted. 
 
(d) CWG Detailed Income and Expenditure Report for the 2nd Quarter. Appendix C 
Noted. 
 
(e) Gas Contract for Ellesmere Town Hall. 
Members considered quotations from 4 different gas suppliers, that had been 
provided by their energy broker.  The prices had been circulated with the agenda. 
The new prices won't come into effect until the original contract comes to an end in 
August 2026, this is about securing the prices now so that the Council won't be 
affected from further price changes and will help with future budgeting. 
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It was moved by Cllr G Hutchinson, seconded by Cllr L Woodbridge and,  
 
RESOLVED: that the gas contract for Ellesmere Town Hall is moved to Pozitive 
Energy for the next 4 years. 

 
11/25/12 Recommendations. 

To consider the recommendations made at the Finance, Asset & Resources 
committee as follows:- 
 
(a) FAR 10/25/07 - 2nd Qtr Bank Balances and Ear Marked Reserve Report 
Item to be deferred to the meeting on 1st December 2025 to allow time to consider 
the account options. 
 

  FAR 10/25/08 – Mayoral Chain. 
It was moved by Cllr G Hutchinson, seconded by Cllr J Howard and, 
 
RESOLVED:  that the current Mayoral Chain is retired early in April 2026 and 
replaced with a new, more comfortable chain. 
 
Quotations for new chains will be obtained, and Council members will make the final 
decision.  Quotations for frames to display retired chains will also be obtained.  It is 
estimated that replacement of the chain will cost in the region of £3,000.00. 

   
  FAR/10/25/10b – Street Lighting. 

Following review of the Street Lighting Condition Survey it was recommended that 
the Town Council have a 5-year maintenance programme.  All Condition 5 lights are 
to be replaced as soon as possible.  10 Condition 5 lights have been identified, with 8 
further columns to be replaced each subsequent year until 2028/2029. 
 
Works can be carried out by the current contractor until 2026/2027 when the 
maintenance contract is up for renewal. 
 
Costs for 2025/2026  £26,790.00 
Costs for 2026/2027 £21,612.00 
 
Costs for 2027/2028 and 2028/2029 will be determined when the street lighting 
contract has been renewed. 
 
It was moved by Cllr L Woodbridge, seconded by Cllr P Goulbourne and, 
 
RESOLVED: that Ellesmere Town Council adopts a 5-year street lighting 
maintenance plan to replace the columns identified in the Conditions Survey going 
forward until 2028/2029. 

   
11/25/13 Bank Balances and Reserves. 

(a) 2nd Quarter Bank Balance and Reserves Report. 
This item was deferred until the December meeting due to the late arrival of the 
information. 
 
(b) 2024/2025 Year End Transfer. 
This item was deferred until the December meeting due to the late arrival of the 
information. 
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(c) Transfer of Funds. 
This item was deferred until the December meeting due to the late arrival of the 
information. 

 
11/25/14 RPII One Day Site Specific Training Course. 

Ellesmere Town Council recreation areas and pump track are inspected by officers 
weekly and site-specific training for this purpose with RPII will cost £1,095.00 + VAT.  
Staff should be qualified for insurance purposes. 
 
This covers all 3 officers and has no exam.  The qualification remains valid indefinitely 
due to the site-specific training.  
 
It was moved by Cllr L Woodbridge, seconded by Cllr G Hutchinson and, 

 
RESOLVED: that the 3 Ellesmere Town Council officers undertake site-specific 
training from RPII to allow the weekly inspection of the recreation grounds and 
pump track. 

 
11/25/15 Resources & Priorities Report. 

(a) Report 
Noted. 
 
(b) 2026/2027 Priorities. 
It was moved by Cllr P Jones, seconded by Cllr L Woodbridge and, 
 
RESOLVED: that the priorities for 2026/2027 are approved and the relevant 
Committees and Working Groups will investigate costs to be considered during the 
2026/2027 budget deliberations. 
 

11/25/16 Garden Contract Specification. 
Cllr Goulbourne asked for the maintenance of the hedges, gutters and weed control 
of the Elson Road area opposite the primary school to be included in the 
specification for the garden maintenance contract. 
 
Cllr Elner commented that the hedge lies alongside former railway land which will 
have passed into the ownership of Shropshire Council land. 
 
It was moved by Cllr P Goulbourne, seconded by Cllr L Woodbridge and, 
 
RESOLVED: that the ownership of the hedge alongside Elson Road in the region of 
Ellesmere Primary School is investigated and following confirmation of ownership 
and obtaining the relevant permissions, that the maintenance of this hedge and 
the weed control and clearing of the gutters is added to the gardening contract. 

 
11/25/17 Ellesmere Rangers Football Club. 

Ellesmere Rangers Football Club has requested a copy of their lease and require 
written permission from Ellesmere Town Council to allow them to install solar panels 
on the roof of the clubhouse should they be successful in obtaining a grant from the 
Shropshire Energy Programme. 
 
It was moved by Cllr P Goulbourne, seconded by Cllr A Wignall and, 
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RESOLVED: that Ellesmere Town Council provides written permission in support of 
Ellesmere Rangers application to the Shropshire Energy Programme for the 
installation of solar panels on the roof of the clubhouse. 

 
11/25/18 Policies and Procedures. 
  It was moved by Cllr L Woodbridge, seconded by Cllr A Wignall and, 
 

RESOLVED: that the Lone Worker Policy, the Communication Strategy, the 
Councillor/Clerk Relations Protocol, the Cyber Security Policy, the Expenses Policy, 
and the IT Policy, Equality & Diversity Policy are adopted by Ellesmere Town 
Council. 

 
11/25/19 Ellesmere Primary School Consultation. 
  It was moved by Cllr A Wignall, seconded by Cllr N Proffitt and, 
 

RESOLVED:  that Ellesmere Town Council support the extension of the current 3-
year-old nursery provision provided by Ellesmere Primary School to allow an 
additional 24 places. 

 
11/25/20 Nature Recover Conference. 

Cllr M Forshaw provided feedback on the Nature Recovery Conference which took 
place on 3rd October at Ellesmere Town Hall and encouraged attendance at future 
conferences to support the growing momentum for this project. 
 
Cllr Forshaw will provide the Planning & Infrastructure Committee with a report of 
the conference for consideration to allow recommendations to be passed to Council. 

 
11/25/21 Business Engagement. 

The Town Council can better engage with local businesses. 
 

Members considered increased communication with Project SY12 with more 
members of the Council getting involved, regular informal meetings with the local 
shop owners and traders with Councillors to address their concerns and encourage 
an open dialogue between business and the Council. 
 
Members agreed to hand deliver a letter to all business owners to suggest a meeting. 

 
11/25/22 White Ribbon. 

Members discussed supporting the White Ribbon campaign by lighting the Town Hall 
white on 25th November 2025, if it is possible. 
 
The previous view of the Council had been not to support this event as domestic 
violence is against men and women however, Shropshire Council is pledging support.  
Following discussion members resolved to support the campaign by lighting 
Ellesmere Town Hall in white and showing their support on social media and in the 
press.  Cllr S Austin to assist with writing the press release. 
 
It was moved by Cllr A Wignall, seconded by Cllr G Elner and, 
 
RESOLVED:  that Ellesmere Town Council sign the pledge to support the White 
Ribbon campaign on 25th November, to light Ellesmere Town Hall if economically 
viable, and to show support on social media and via press release. 
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RESOLVED: that using delegated powers the Clerk obtains quotes for lighting 
Ellesmere Town Hall in white and to circulates the price to Council for majority 
approval. 

 
11/25/23 Christmas Light Switch On. 

Cllrs G Hutchinson, J Howard, M Hancock, P Goulbourne, N Proffitt and Admin 
Assistant V Martin volunteered to assist with the Christmas lights switch on Friday 
28th November at 6pm. 

 
11/25/24 Armistice Day and Remembrance Sunday. 

Cllrs volunteered to help serve refreshments at the Town Hall on the 9th November. 
Cllr S Austin gave her apologies as she will be attending Armistice elsewhere. 
Noted. 

 
11/25/25 Future Agenda Items. 

Cllr G Elner would like to hold a meeting with Unitary Cllr R Radford to discuss 
Section 106 payments. 

 
11/25/26 Future Meeting Dates. 
  Monday 1st December 2025. 
 
11/25/27 Exclusion of Press and Public. 

It was moved by Cllr G Hutchinson, seconded by Cllr M Forshaw and, 
 
RESOLVED: “That by the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and under 
Section 100 (A) of the Local Government Act 1992, the public and press be excluded 
for the remainder of the meeting for the following items of business on the grounds 
they may involve the likely disclosure of confidential information as defined in the 
Acts”.  

 
11/25/28 Confidential Minutes. 

(a) To read and confirm the confidential minutes of the Town Council meeting held 
on Monday 1st September 2025. 
 

It was moved by Cllr L Woodbridge, seconded by Cllr P Goulbourne and, 
 
RESOLVED:  that the confidential minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 
Monday 1st September 2025 be approved and signed by the Chair as a true record. 
 
(b) To read and confirm the confidential minutes of the Town Council meeting held 

on Monday 6th October 2025. 
 
It was moved by Cllr L Woodbridge, seconded by Cllr M Hancock and, 
 
RESOLVED:  that the confidential minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 
Monday 6th October 2025 be approved and signed by the Chair as a true record. 
 
It was moved by Cllr L Woodbridge, seconded by Cllr G Hutchinson and, 
 
RESOLVED: to suspend Standing Orders for the reminder of the business to be 
transacted. 
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11/25/29 Staffing. 
  The Clerk gave members an update on staffing issues. 
  
11/25/30 Shropshire Council Asset Transfers. 

Members discussed a proposed asset transfer from Shropshire Council which they 
decided not to pursue. 

 
  It was moved by Cllr A Wignall, seconded by Cllr P Goulbourne and, 
 
  RESOLVED: not to pursue the Asset transfer offered by Shropshire Council. 

 
 

 

Meeting Closed: 21:54 pm 

 

Chair ……………………………………………………………………………….……Date ……………………………………… 
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APPENDIX A – TOWN COUNCIL PAYMENTS FOR SEPTEMBER 2025 
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APPENDIX B – CEMETERY WORKING GROUP PAYMENTS SEPTMEBER 2025 
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APPENDIX C – TOWN COUNCIL & CWG DETAILED INCOME AND EXPENDITURE REPORT 
FOR THE 2ND QUARTER 
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