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Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held in Ellesmere Town Hall  

Monday 3rd February 2025 at 7.15pm 

 

PRESENT:   Town Deputy Mayor (Chair): Cllr G Hutchinson 

 

Councillors: Cllrs L Woodbridge, G Elner, P Goulbourne, A Weeks, M Hancock, M 
Forshaw, J Howard, A Wignall, P Jones 

 

   Town Clerk and RFO:  Jo Butterworth 

    

Assistant Town Clerk and    

Assistant RFO:   Gemma Whitley 

    

Unitary Councillor:  1 (dual hatted) 

Members of the Public:  5 

Press:    0 

Police:    1 

 
Public Participation Session. 
 
Two members of the public came to speak about agenda item number 02/25/08a.  They were 
concerned about the impact this may have on their property. 
 
A J Hunter from Project SY12 came to discuss the alterations taking place at the Market Hall. 
 

02/25/01 To receive apologies and reasons for absence.   
 
Apologies were received from Cllr N Profitt due to illness. 

 
It was moved by Cllr A Wignall, seconded by Cllr J Howard and, 
 

RESOLVED: that the apologies received from Cllr N Profitt - be approved. 

02/25/02 Disclosure of Personal and Prejudicial Interests.   

 None disclosed. 
 

02/25/03 Grant Dispensations.    

Councillor Name Dispensation 

Cllr G Elner  Dispensation under section 33/2c 
being in the interest of persons living 
in the authority’s area allow 
participation and voting on all 
matters relating to Shropshire 
Council for his term of office. 

Cllr P Jones Dispensation to discuss Cricket Club 
matters. 
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02/25/04 Police Matters. 

 

(a) PCSO Hogg delivered a report regarding anti-social behaviour, speeding and vehicle obstruction  

which occurred during January 2025.  She also asked that we advise residents on the correct way 

report any incidents Via 101 online. 

 (b) Ellesmere Safer Neighbourhood Team Open Surgery. 

 Noted. 

 (c) SNT Monthly Newsletter. 

 Noted. 

02/25/05 Minutes. 

 It was moved by Cllr A Wignall, Seconded by Cllr L Woodbridge and, 

 RESOLVED: that the minutes of the Town Council meeting on 13th January 2025 be approved 
and signed by the Town Mayor as a true record. 
 

02/25/07 Progress Report.  

  Noted.   

02/25/08 Mere Cottage and Other Jointly Owned Properties. 

  It was moved by Cllr L Woodbridge, Seconded by Cllr P Goulbourne and 

RESOLVED: that standing orders be suspended to allow discussions to take place regarding Mere 

Cottage and Jointly Owned Properties. 

Jane Ayres and Rob Blackwood from Shropshire Council came to update Councillors in relation to the 

works due to commence at Mere Cottage.  They were informed that the contract had been awarded 

to R.G. Edwards and works were hopefully commencing by the end of March when the risk of frost 

had passed due to the lime mortar/render which has to be used, works will hopefully be completed 

by mid-May 2025.  

The costs of the work will be covered by Shropshire Council. Internally, remove all modern gypsum 

plaster from the external walls and chimney breasts and replaster with lime plaster.  (Note: it was 

recommended that it would likely be very beneficial to future occupiers to consider installation of a 

natural insulation board when replastering internally to assist with running costs and therefore 

hopefully retain a longer-term tenant. However, due to budget constraints this has not been allowed 

for at this time). 

Cllr Elner asked for a price for these works and Jane explained that she did not have the costs to 

hand, she would let the Town Clerk know as soon as possible.  Councillor Woodbridge enquired 

about the length of time it would take to find a tenant.  Jane explained that they could start 

exploring fairly quickly. Cllr P Jones asked that ETC has an input in the process.  Jane explained that 

she would happily consult with Ellesmere Town Council before any final decisions are made. 

It was moved by Cllr A Wignall, seconded by Cllr P Goulbourne and  

RESOLVED: To reinstate Standing Orders for meeting to proceed. 
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02/25/08 Planning 

(a) Planning Applications for Consideration.   
Reference: 24/04852/FUL. View application. Address: Lakeside, Coaches, Workshop 
Warehouse and Premises, Ellesmere Business Park, Oswestry Road, Ellesmere. Proposal: 
Erection of steel portal framed workshop building for Coach repairs & maintenance and for 
the change of use from Agricultural land to coach parking (Sui Generis). 

   It was moved by Cllr P Jones, seconded by Cllr P Goulbourne and  

RESOLVED – To support the application as the land was always outlined for commercial 

employment uses. 

 (b) Shropshire Council Planning Decisions. For information only    
Reference: 24/04432/TPO. View application. Address: 153 Berwyn View, Ellesmere, 
Shropshire, SY12 0DS. Proposal: Reduce end of branches by up to 25% (approx. 7-8 
branches) to northeast of tree and remove deadwood of 1no Oak protected by the 
Shropshire Council (Land at Former Dairy Crest Site Wharf Road, Ellesmere) TPO 2011 (Ref: 
SC/00067/11). 
Decision: Grant Permission.  
 

02/25/09  Street Name Consultation. 
    

Councillors considered proposed Street name suggestions from Shropshire Council for 
the new development on Scotland Street.  Shropshire Council offered suggestions of  
Orchard Court/Gardens/Mews 
Egerton Court/Gardens/Mews (Francis Egerton – 1st Earl of Ellesmere). 
 
Councillors felt that a street name with a local connection was important to the site 
 
It was moved by Cllr G Hutchinson, seconded by Cllr G Elner and, 
 
RESOLVED: to put a recommendation of Scotts Close to Shropshire Council. 
 
6 Councillors voted in favour 
1 Councillors voted Against 
2 Councillors Abstained from voting 

 
02/25/10 Damage to New Wharf Square.  
 
 The Town Clerk gave Councillors a verbal report on the damage to the New Wharf, explaining that a 

large HGV had taken a wrong turning and had managed to strike the bin causing damage to the setts.  
We had the setts repaired and the haulage company have reimbursed the council.   

  
02/25/11 Contracts and Tenders. 
 

(a) Window Film at Ellesmere Town Hall. 
Town Clerk discussed quotes received for the window film replacement to lower-level windows in 

the building.  Cllr Elner asked how much it would cost to replace the main hall windows with wired 

obscured glass. 

  Item was deferred till March meeting to enable officers to obtain requested quotes. 
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02/25/12 Mayoral Handbook. 

 It was moved by Cllr P Goulbourne, Seconded by Cllr L Woodbridge and 

 RESOLVED: to adopt the changes from October (minute number 10/24/16). 

02/25/13 Standing Orders. 
  
  It was moved by Cllr L Woodbridge, Seconded by P Goulbourne and, 
 

RESOLVED: To adopt the newly revised standing orders that take into account the changes made 
to Voting on Election to Office (Standing Order 27) as agreed when changing the Mayoral 
Handbook process in October 2024 (minute number 10/24/16). 

 
02/25/14 Election of Mayor Elects and the Deputy Mayor Elect 2025/2026. 
   
  It was moved by Cllr G Hutchinson, seconded by Cllr A Wignall and, 

 
RESOLVED: That Councillor L Woodbridge was nominated as Mayor Elect for 2025/2026. 
 
As per the order of seniority Councillor M Hancock was asked if he would like to be Deputy Mayor 
for 2025/2026 but declined the position. 
 
It was moved by Cllr M Hancock, seconded by Cllr G Hutchinson and 
 
RESOLVED: That Councillor P Jones was nominated as Deputy Mayor Elect for 2025/2026. 

 
02/25/15 Cyber Essentials Certificate Working Group. 
 

(a) A working group was formed as per Cllr P Jones motion from January (agenda item 01/25/04). 
 
Cllrs P Jones, Mark Hancock and Malcolm Forshaw nominated themselves as members. 
 
It was moved by Cllr G Hutchinson seconded by Cllr J Howard and, 
 
RESOLVED: The members of Cyber Essentials Working Group be approved. 
 

(b) Terms of Reference for the working group were agreed. 
 
It was moved by Cllr G Hutchinson, seconded by Cllr J Howard and, 
 
RESOLVED: To approve the Terms of Reference. 

 
02/25/16 West Merica Police Cyber Security Campaign. 
 
  It was moved by Cllr G Hutchinson, seconded by Cllr A Wignall and, 
 
  RESOLVED: To pass this agenda item to the newly formed Cyber Essentials Working Group. 
 

FURTHER RESOLVED: To amend the Terms of Reference for the Cyber Essentials Working Group to 
allow them to look at this item. 
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02/25/17 Working Groups. 
 
  Berwyn View Land Working Group. 
 

(a) Report. 
Cllr Goulbourne delivered an update following on from a site visit regarding the pump track. 
 

(b) Funding. 
The Clerk and Cllr P Goulbourne gave a report on how Spacehive funding works and timeline 
restrictions that need to be adhered to. 
 
It was moved by Cllr P Goulbourne, seconded by Cllr G Elner and, 
 
RESOLVED: That the Clerk register for Crowdfunding. 
 

(c) Council Funding. 
Cllrs agreed that any additional funding required to fund the project, will be paid for from the 
Council’s Ear Marked Neighbourhood fund pots (based on the estimated cost of delivery). All 
costs will be presented to Council for full approval once a tender process has been completed. 
 
It was moved by Cllr G Hutchinson, seconded by Cllr J Howard and, 
 
RESOLVED: That the council would top up any shortfall from the Council’s Neighbourhood 
Fund Ear Marked Reserves. 

 
(d) Consultation. 

Members approved consultation with local schools and any wider community engagement 
required. Once the consultation has been completed the results will be brought back to council 
for further approval before starting the procurement process. 
 
It was moved by Cllr P Goulbourne, seconded by Cllr P Jones and, 
 
RESOLVED: To approve the consultation with the local school and community. Then deliver the 
results to full council. 
 
Tourism Liaison Working Group. 
 
(a) Verbal Report.   

Councillor Woodbridge gave an update from a meeting that was held on Monday 27th 
January 2025.   
 

(b) ) Disbanding of the Tourism Liaison WG and appointment of TC Representative to work 
with Project SY12. 

 
Further to the report that Cllr Woodbridge gave it was felt that it would be better for the 
Tourism Liaison Group to disband and for council to appoint a representative to work 
alongside Project SY12.  Council was asked if they were happy for a public meeting to be held 
at the Town Hall to consult with local businesses. 
 
It was moved by Cllr A Wignall, seconded by Cllr G Hutchinson and, 
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RESOLVED: To appoint Cllr L Woodbridge as the Council representative to work alongside 
Project SY12. 
 
It was moved by Cllr G Hutchinson, seconded by Cllr P Goulbourne and,  
 
FURTHER RESOLVED: To approve a public meeting to be arranged at the Town Hall in 
collaboration with Project SY12. 
 

02/25/18 Cross Street Promenade. 
 

Councillor Elner gave an update on Cross Street Promenade and informed members that Shropshire 
Council require the Town Council to consult with residents about the removal of the trees in that 
area, which would be replaced by more suitable trees in another central location, before they could 
discuss the project further. 
 
It was moved by Cllr P Jones, seconded by Cllr G Hutchinson, and 
 
RESOLVED:  That the Town Council consult with residents, once they have consulted with Tree 
Specialist Rob McBride.  

 
02/25/19 Scotland Street Road Closure. 
 
 The Town Clerk delivered a report following the issues that followed from the Road Closure on 

Scotland Street, she reported that she has written to Shropshire Council to complain and ask to 
change protocol so that the Town Council have authority to drop the bollards on Wharf Road should 
the need arise again. 

 
 It was moved by Cllr G Elner, Seconded by Cllr G Hutchinson and 
 
 RESOLVED: That the Town Council writes to Shropshire Council to make a formal complaint and 

ask them to look at their inspecting protocols following road closure permissions. 
 
02/25/20 Shropshire Council Assets and Services 
  
 Cllr M Hancock discussed Shropshire Council’s lack of, or delay in response to repairs required within 

the town which have been reported via fix my street on several occasions. 
 
 It was moved by Cllr M Hancock seconded by Cllr G Hutchinson and, 
 
 RESOLVED: That the Clerk write to Shropshire council asking them to outline their policy and 

timeframes of repairs once an issue has been reported via Fix my Street and ask why the Town 
Council are not listened to when they report issues. 

   
02/25/21 Telecare Service Consultation. 
  The Council formed a response to the Telecare Service Consultation. 
   
01/25/22 Dog Control Order Signs 

The Clerk reported that we had been issued with some signs regarding dog control, they had also 

received a stencil to spray onto the pavements.  Members agreed that this needed to used in Willow 

Street, Brownlow Road, Cross, Trimpley Court and Watergate Street.  
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02/25/23 Freedom Fibre 
 

Councillor Elner and the Clerk gave an update from a recent meeting they had with Freedom Fibre, 
informing members that the map of pole locations was a worse case scenario and that they will be 
working with other network providers to try and reduce the number of new poles required. They 
also confirmed there will be a public meeting held later in the year. 

 
02/25/24 Correspondence 
 

(a) Bus Service Improvement Plan 
 
Cllr G Hutchinson delivered a response to the Town Council comments on the plan submitted in 
January. 

 
(b) Lakeside Coaches Bus Service Enquiry. An email from a resident with suggestion from a local for 

improvements to the 449 Bus service and also the implementation of the bus service from 
Ellesmere to Whitchurch had been circulated to members along with the response from 
Lakeside Coaches.  Members felt that the suggestions and response were good and asked the 
Clerk to forward the response to the resident in question. 
 

(c) Tuesday Market Report.  
 

Noted. 
 

02/25/25 Notice of Road Closure. Road Closure: Cae Goody Lane, Ellesmere. Start Date: 27th February 

2025 - End Date: 30th April 2025. Purpose: Road Closure for migrating toads. The road will be 

closed - access only 19.00 - 07.00, every night. Works Promoter: Shropshire Council. 

Enforcement pattern for Cae Goody Lane, Ellesmere: 19.00-.07.00. 

 Noted. 

02/25/06 Future Meeting Dates.  
Monday 3rd March 2025. Planning & Infrastructure meeting, 6.15pm at Ellesmere Town Hall. 
Monday 3rd March 2025. Ellesmere Town Council meeting, 7.15pm at Ellesmere Town Hall. 

   
The meeting closed at 21:28pm. 

 
 

Mayor:  …………………………………………………………………………   Date:    …………………………… 


