ELLESMERE TOWN COUNCIL CEMETERY WORKING GROUP
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 26" September 2024.
at Ellesmere Town Hall.

Members Present:

Chair: G.Dyke

Councillors:  A.Wignall, K. Egerton, G. Elner, J. Baker, A. Richardson, G. Hutchinson,
J.Howard

Officers: Jo Butterworth (TC) + Andy Chatting, (CCO).

Public Participation Session. A period of 10 minutes will be granted for members of the public
to make representations, answer questions, and give evidence in respect of the business on the
agenda as per section 3 of the Town Council's Standing Orders, or raise matters for a future
agenda.

Prior to the meeting Cllr A Weeks was present; not in her capacity as a Cllr, but as a member of
the public. She asked to say a few words on behalf of the McCreadie/Penrose family in relation
to item 5 (below) of the agenda. The Chair allowed her to speak, and she asked that the CWG
members be sympathetic to the erection of a memorial within the cemetery as per the
application that had been made by the McCreadie/Penrose family.

The members of the CWG present noted her comments.

CWG 09/24/01 To receive apologies and reasons for absence.

Apologies were received from Cllr Goulbourne and Cllr Proffitt. Noted and approved by Cllrs A
Wignall and J Howard.

CWG 09/24/02 Disclosure of Personal and Prejudicial Interests. To receive declarations under
consideration on this agenda in accordance with the Localism Act 2011 s32 and The Relevant
Authorities (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests) Regulations 2012.

No disclosures were made.

CWG 09/24/03 Grant Dispensations. In pursuance of the Localism Act 2011, s31 (4) to report on
any dispensations requested/granted.

None requested.

CWG 09/24/04 Minutes. To read and confirm the minutes of the Cemetery Working Group
Meeting held on Thursday 25™ July 2024.

It was resolved that minutes of the meeting held on 25" July 2024 be signed as a true and
accurate record.

Moved by Cllr Hutchinson, seconded by Cllr Howard.


https://ellesmere-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Standing-Orders-2020-England.pdf

CWG 09/24/05 McCreadie Memorial — Opportunity for the members of the CWG to discuss the
application for the installation of a memorial with kerbstones in relation to Ella McCreadie.

At this point of the proceedings the members of the public who had been expected at 19:00
were not yet present. It was proposed by Cllr Hutchinson that this item be moved until they
were. This was seconded by Cllr Howard and all members agreed that this should be done.

CWG 07/24/06 Finance.

(a) CWG Payments. Payments made during July and August 2024.

(b) CWG Grant. Grants received from the Ellesmere Town Council (£14,220) and Ellesmere
Rural Parish Council (£9,480).

(c) CWG Loan. Averbal reportwas provided by the TC.

The question was asked about ‘when’ the CWG loan relating to the refurbishment of the lodge
building expired. It was reported that the loan expired in 2032.

All noted.

CWG 09/24/07 Cemetery Report. The CCO gave a summary of the items contained in the
Cemetery Report. Cllrs agreed that in relation to the repair of the fence beside the lodge that as
no other tenders had been received the work should be offered to Mr Faulkner who was the only
respondent. This was proposed by Cllr Elner and seconded by Cllr Wignall with all the other
members in agreement.

At this juncture it was noted that the public who were expected to attend the meeting had
arrived and were seated.

It was therefore proposed by Clir Elner that orders be suspended to allow for the re-introduction
of item 5 and the Cttee to be addressed by the public. This was seconded by Cllr Hutchinson.

The CWG was addressed by Ella McCreadie ‘s family and friends all of whom made the case for
the memorial designed for to be permitted as per the original design.

Following these submissions Cllr Hutchinson proposed that the committee return to session.
This was seconded by Cllr Wignall.

In relation to the submission which had been heard, Cllr Hutchinson said that he agreed that
the memorial should be allowed as did Cllrs Wignall and Elner. Cllr Elner proposed that the
CWG allow the memorial’s installation. This was agreed unanimously by the members present.

There then took place discussion about the additional erection of kerbstones on the same plot.
It was the Cttee’s opinion that unless the Cemetery Regulations were amended that kerbstones
would not be permitted. Up and until the regulations had been reviewed it was their decision to
continue to bar the installation of kerbstones for any memorial.

CWG 09/24/08 Cemetery Bench Policy.

The Cllrs discussed this draft document asking for it to be revised to remove the requirement for
applicants to maintain benches they had installed and, instead, make that the responsibility of
the CWG/ET+RPC once a bench had been situated within the cemetery.

It was also agreed that the CWG would recommend to Council that a Bench Policy be approved
for the cemetery separate to the EPC’s own ‘town’ policy and that the policy would sit adjacent
to the Cemetery Regulations rather than become a part of them.



Proposed by Cllr Howard and seconded by Cllr Baker subject the requested amendments.

CWG 09/24/09 Cemetery Regulations.

It was proposed by Cllr Wignall that the regulations should be revisited and that a working group
should meet to review them. This was seconded by Cllr Egerton

The Cllrs suggested that any working group should attend the cemetery in daylight to
understand the issue of kerbstones as well as to look at how and when plots and sections
should be returned to lawn if that were to continue to be the case.

CWG 10/24/10 Adoption of new Memorial Safety Testing Policy.

The draft policy was noted. Cllr Wignall proposed that the policy be accepted and offered to ETC
for approval. This suggestion was seconded by Cllr Howard.

CWG 09/24/11 Moving the steel fence to allow for additional grave space.

The comments in the CCO were noted and agreed. No further action to be taken at this time.

CWG 09/24/12 Cutting back foliage encroaching into the cemetery from The Mere.

The comments in the CCO were noted and agreed. No further action to be taken at this time.

CWG 09/24/13 Re-staining of the panelling surrounding the Memorial Garden.

Cllr Egerton proposed that this work be undertaken. This was seconded by Cllr Elner. The CWG
asked that the CCO find a solution to this.

CWG 09/24/14 Placing of a standing item on the agenda relating to the acquisition of new land.

This was agreed by all members present.

CWG 09/24/15 Future Agenda ltems.

To receive any items to be considered for a future agenda.

e The possibility of using some of the cemetery for wildflowers (Cllr Wignall) — held over
from the present meeting due to the availability of time.

CWG 09/24/16 Next Meeting. Thursday 28" November 2024, at 7:00 pm.

CWG 09/24/17 Exclusion of Press and Public.

To resolve “That by the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and under Section 100
(A) of the Local Government Act 1992, the public and press be excluded for the remainder of the
meeting for the following item of business on the grounds it may involve the likely disclosure of
confidential information as defined in the Acts”.

The CWG members asked for the public and press to be excluded at this point so that one item
could be discussed. This was:

CWG 09/24/18 Potential New Burial Land.




The CCO explained to the members that steps had been taken to look at a possible piece of
land within the parish that might be suitable for use as a new cemetery at some pointin the
future.

The Cllrs welcomed this news on the understanding that this would likely be a long-term and
costly project for the Council to undertake and manage.

The meeting closed at 20:35 hrs.



