PLANNING & INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE

Minutes of the meeting of the Planning & Infrastructure Committee held at Ellesmere Town Hall on

Tuesday 22" October 2024 at 7.00pm

PRESENT: Councillors: Clirs P Jones (Chair), G Elner, A Weeks, G Hutchinson, M Hancock and P
Goulbourne
Gem Whitley Assistant Town Clerk & Assistant RFO
Vicky Martin Administration Assistant

Members of the Public 0
Member of the Press 0
Guests 0

Public Participation Session
None.

PI-10/24/01  To Receive Apologies and Reason for Absence
Apologies received from Clir A Wignall due to illness.

It was moved by Clir P Goulbourne, seconded by Clir G Hutchinson and,
RESOLVED: that the apology from Clir A Wignall be approved.
No apologies have been received from Clir L Woodbridge.

PI-10/24/02 Disclosure of Personal and Prejudicial Interests
None requested.

PI-10/24/03  Grant Dispensations
None requested.

PI-10/24/04  Minutes
(a) To read and confirm the draft minutes of the Planning & Infrastructure meeting
held on Monday 2™ September 2024.

It was moved by Clir P Goulbourne, seconded by Clir G Hutchinson and,

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting held on Monday 2" September 2024
be approved and signed by the Chair as a true record.

(b) To read and note the minutes of the Cornovii $106 Monies Working Group.

Noted.

PI-10/24/05 Planning:
(a) Planning Applications for consideration:
Reference: 24/03831/TCA
Address: 1 Watergate Mews, Watergate Street, Ellesmere, Shropshire, SY12 OEU
Proposal: Crown thin by 30% 1no Sycamore & fell 1no Ash and 3no Cherry within
Ellesmere Conservation Area.
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It was moved by ClIr G Elner, seconded by Clir M Hancock and,
RESOLVED: Members supported this application with no further comments.

Reference: 24/03711/VAR

Location: Proposed Development Land to the South of Canal Way, Ellesmere,
Shropshire.

Proposal: Variation of condition no.s 5, 6, 7, 11 and 13 attached to application
reference 14/04047/0UT.

It was moved by Clir P Goulbourne, seconded by Clir G Hutchinson and,
RESOLVED: Members supported this application with no further comments.

(b) Planning Decisions for information only

Reference: 24/03075/TPO.

Address: 10 Aspen Place, Ellesmere, Shropshire, SY12 9FE

Proposal: Trim lower branches in line with shed apex of 1no. Oak protected by The
Salop County (Elson Road, Ellesmere) TPO 1973 (NS/00020/73)

Decision: Grant Permission.

Noted.

Cornovii $106 Monies Working Group

(a) To consider the suggestion from the S106 Working Group to spend the S106
funds on improvements to the promenade on Cross Street. The Assistant Clerk
reminded Members that the Promenade is owned by Shropshire Council and
permission would therefore need to be granted by Shropshire Council. S106 money
is to be spent on public open space and the Promenade meets this criterion.

Members considered this to be an appropriate use of funds. Clir P Jones suggested
that an alternative project is also identified should Shropshire Council refuse
permission for works to be carried out on the Promenade.

It was moved by Clir P Goulbourne, seconded by Clir G Hutchinson and,

RESOLVED: that the $106 funds are spent on improving the Promenade area on
Cross Street with an alternative project also identified should permission for works
in this area be refused by Shropshire Council.

(b) It was moved by ClIr P Goulbourne, seconded by ClIr G Hutchinson and,

RESOLVED: that the Planning and Infrastructure Committee makes
recommendation to Full Council in November to allow the $106 Cornovii Monies
Working Group to proceed with investigations into improving the Promenade
using S106 funds.



PI-10/24/07

P1-10/24/08

Ellesmere and Surrounding Area Place Plan

The Town Clerk met with the new Place Plan Officer for Ellesmere, Lucy Roberts, and
reviewed Ellesmere’s Place Plan. Lucy will now discuss with the relevant Shropshire
Council departments the issues identified on the Plan.

The Clerk and ClIr G Elner had written to the Chief Executive of Shropshire Council to
complain following the dismissal of projects in the Place Plan. No response has yet
been received from this letter.

Following the meeting with Lucy, it became apparent that the spreadsheet received
from Shropshire Council was missing columns of information which would have
clarified the reasons for the rejection of projects.

Lucy Roberts is happy to attend a Full Council meeting to provide updates once she
has more information.

Biodiversity Plan
Full Council passed the Biodiversity Plan to the Planning and Infrastructure
Committee for further development.

Members considered if any items needed to be added to the plan from a planning
and infrastructure perspective. The projects already identified need to be budgeted
for and the budget is to be set in December.

Clir P Jones referred to the Local Council Biodiversity Guidelines. The objectives
were discussed.

i) To raise local awareness of biodiversity and gain local support for action. This item
was deprioritised and will be reviewed at a later date. Statements to be placed on
the website when works have been completed.

ii) To encourage suitable planting to encourage biodiversity. Deprioritised until
opportunities arise to plant and then ensure planting is carried out in a diverse way.

iii) Cemetery / Churchyard areas. Limited opportunities at present whilst areas for
new burials are investigated.

iv) Birch Road Recreation Ground. Cricket Club to lay hedging along adjoining
boundary fence. Suggestion to leave an uncut margin around the site to allow
biodiversity to naturally occur. No costs involved. To be relayed to the groundworks
contractor. Signage needed to explain why grass has been left uncut to encourage
biodiversity. Potential to build insect habitats. Local schools could be invited to
participate in building structures.

v) Common Open Spaces. Encourage removal of dog waste. Review location and
number of bins during next town walk.

vi) Verge Management. Shropshire Council has reduced maintenance of verges.
Now too late in the year to consider. To be reviewed in the Spring.
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vii) Encouraging Residents to Adopt Areas. Members reluctant to ask residents for
more assistance. Item removed from list.

viii) Peat Free Compost and Use of Chemicals. Peat free compost already used in all
planters.

ix) Built Landscape. To be reviewed if Neighbourhood Plan is developed. Consider
working with developers to encourage wildlife access in new development areas.

x) Community Awareness. To be reviewed when the Town Council can share own
success stories.

xi) Supporting Community Projects. Consider working together with the schools.
Possibility to work with Ellesmere Primary school on development of insect habitats
at Birch Road. Promote awareness with school projects. Birch Road recreation
ground provides an opportunity to involve schools and increase biodiversity with the
construction of insect houses. Possibility to also involve uniformed groups.

Clir P Jones to revise the biodiversity objectives list and circulate to the group.
It was moved by Clir A Weeks, seconded by P Goulbourne and,

RESOLVED: that the revised objectives to increase biodiversity are taken to Full
Council in November 2024.

Suggestion to create a biodiversity sub-committee with all members of the Planning
and Infrastructure Committee to be discussed with the Town Clerk.

The meeting closed at 19:41
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