
 

 

ELLESMERE TOWN COUNCIL CEMETERY WORKING GROUP 
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 25th July 2024. 

At Swan Hill Cemetery and at Ellesmere Town Hall.  
 

Members Present:  
 
 
 
Chair:               G.Dyke  
 
Councillors:  A. Wignall, K. Egerton, G. Elner, J. Baker, A. Richardson, G. Hutchinson, 

N.Proffitt. 
 
Officers: Andy Chatting, (CCO).  
 
 
CWG 07/24/01 Election of Chair. To elect a Chair for the 2024/2025 Municipal Year. 
 

It was proposed that Cllr Goulbourne (in absentia) be re-elected at Chair. This 
was proposed by Cllr Wignall and seconded by Cllr Proffitt. Cllrs voted 
unanimously for Cllr Goulbourne to be elected as Chair.  

 
CWG 07/24/02 Election of Vice-Chair. To elect a Vice Chair for the 2024/2025 Municipal Year. 
 

It was proposed that Cllr Dyke be re-elected at Chair. This, too, was proposed by 
Cllr Wignall and seconded by Cllr Proffitt. Cllrs voted unanimously for Cllr Dyke 
to be elected as Vice- Chair.  

 
CWG 07/24/03  To receive apologies and reasons for absence. 

Apologies were received from Cllr Goulbourne. 

Noted and approved by Cllrs A Wignall and G Dyke. 

CWG 07/24/04 Disclosure of Personal and Prejudicial Interests.   

No disclosures were made. 

CWG 07/24/05 Grant Dispensations.  

None requested. 

CWG 07/24/06 Minutes.  To read and confirm the minutes of the Cemetery Working Group 
Meeting held on Thursday 30th May 2024.  

 It was resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 30th May 2024 
be signed as a true and accurate record.  

Moved by Cllr Hutchinson and seconded by Cllr Dyke. 

CWG 07/24/07  Finance. Payments relating to the CWG for the months June and July 2024 were 
noted. 



 

 

CWG 07/24/08  Cemetery Report.  To discuss any items raised in the Cemetery Co-Ordinator’s 
report. 

 No items were made comment about other than: 

(1) It was explained that the recent CDS GPR survey work had required a second 
survey be undertaken so the results of the project would be delayed until 
that data had been processed and a report to Council made available. 

(2) The full headstone survey now being complete Memorial Safety Testing 
could begin.  

CWG 07/24/09  Cemetery wildflowers 

 The CCO explained that this had not yet been looked at, but the intention was to 
seek advice from Welshampton Cemetery and from Welsh Frankton Cemetery in 
regard to how they managed their cemeteries for wildlife. 

 The CCO suggested that if wildlife management was unfeasible then another 
suggestion would be around managed herbaceous cultivation subject to finding 
a suitable location and including that in any existing landscape management. 

CWG 07/24/10 Redecoration of the Cemetery Lodge. 

 Having conducted a walking tour of the cemetery prior to the meeting in the 
Town Hall the Cllrs agreed that the exterior of the Lodge needed refreshment. It 
was requested by them that the CCO obtain quotations for this work to be 
carried out. 

CWG 07/24/11 Redecoration of the Cemetery Lodge fence. 

 As part of the CWG walking tour of the cemetery the Cllrs looked at the fence 
between the Lodge and the actual lawned cemetery. It was established that 
some of the upright wooden posts were rotted and that rather than re-paint or re-
stain the fence more needed to be done. It was noted that the ‘return’ of the 
fence from its corner to the retaining wall along Swan Hill had also collapsed. 

 It was requested by Cllrs that the CCO obtain quotations for this work to be 
carried out. 

CWG 07/24/12  Memorial benches 

 The Cllrs had previously been made aware that a request had been made for a 
new memorial bench. The Cllrs had seen a copy of the ETC bench policy and Cllr 
Egerton pointed out that the type of benches permitted in the cemetery had 
already been discussed and decided some time ago. The preferred type of bench 
were the metal, galvanised and powder-coated ones that had been installed 
previously which were felt to be long-lasting and requiring minimum 
maintenance. Wooden benches would not be permissible going forward. 

 The issue of having this recorded for the public’s information was discussed and 
it was suggested that the preferred type and design either be subject of a 
separate policy or included in the cemetery regulations as an amendment item. 

 



 

 

CWG/07/24/13 Erection of a non-standard headstone. 

 The Cllrs took with them to the cemetery the proposed plans for a new 
headstone at plot Q17 that was to be larger than usual and to include 
kerbstones.  

 The Cllrs agreed that kerbstones would not be permitted as part of the 
installation of this memorial.  

The Cllrs agreed that in relation to the regulations a headstone of 4’6” was the 
maximum permissible.  

The headstone proposed at Q17 was 40” so within scale/regulation. 

However, the common height of the surrounding headstones ranged between 
27” and 30”. It was therefore suggested that whilst Cllrs were sympathetic to the 
type of headstone that the CCO should ask the stonemasons to reduce its 
overall height to match the existing plots. 

The Cllrs also noted that although this new headstone was below the maximum 
allowable height they had discretion to refuse an installation if they thought that 
it was not in keeping with the cemetery’s general appearance and would have a 
negative impact of the families of the people buried adjacent or close by.  

 The Cllrs requested that the CCO measure a sample of headstones next to and 
facing Q17 to determine their heights (and including the plinths which are 
commonly 4” high).   

CWG 07/24/14 Reinstatement of the path from the Lodge to the Top-Gate. 

Cllrs were told that of the companies invited to tender for this work two had 
provided quotes. Previously some repair work had been carried out to the 
satisfaction of the CWG by Clarke Contracting. Cllrs requested that the CCO ask 
AJP Groundwork to repair a small section of path as an example of what their 
product would look like. 

CWG 07/24/ 15 Future agenda items. 

(1) Revision of Cemetery Regulations in relation to Memorial Benches and their 
type and design. 

(2) Revision of Cemetery Regulations into the height and design of headstones 
and other memorials.  

(3) The potential to move the steel fence bordering the top of the cemetery by 
about 6 inches to gain a possible run of plots for new burials and/or for the 
use of the interment of cremated remains at some future point in time. 

(4) The possibility of creating more burial space along the stone and iron border 
running from the Memorial Graden to the bottom of the cemetery by the 
Mere gate.  

(5) To ensure that the foliage encroaching into the cemetery from the Mere is cut 
back. 

(6) To ensure that the foliage encroaching into the Memorial Graden is cut back. 
(7) Consideration to re-staining/refreshing the wooden slatted panelling around 

the Memorial Garden.  



 

 

(8) To have placed on the agenda a standing item relating to the search for new 
land for development as a cemetery.  

 

CWG 07/24/16 12 Next Meeting. Thursday 26th September 2024 at 7.00 pm at The Town Hall.  

 

   

 

Chair…………………………………………… 
 
Date…………………………………………… 

 


