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Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held in Ellesmere Town Hall on 

Monday 4th November 2024 at 7.15pm. 

 

PRESENT:   Town Mayor (Chair):  G Hutchinson 

 

Councillors: P Goulbourne, A Wignall, J Howard, M Forshaw, N Proffitt, L 
Woodbridge, G Elner, M Hancock, A Weeks, P Jones 

 

   Town Clerk and RFO:  Jo Butterworth  

   Admin Assistant:  Vicky Martin    

 

Unitary Councillor:  1 (dual hatted). 

Members of the Public:  0 

Press:    0 

Police:    0 

Guests:   2 

 

Presentation on The Shropshire Community Foundation 

Mandy Thorne and Selina Graham from The Shropshire Community Foundation gave a 10-minute 

presentation to Members to introduce the aim of the fund.  The Foundation seeks to provide a long-

term source of sustainable grant funding for communities and people in need in Shopshire by 

matching funding sources with the organisations in need.  The Staffordshire Community Fund has 

previously supported Shropshire and Mandy and Selina are seeking written support from Town 

Councils for the development of Shropshire’s own community foundation.  

 

Cllr G Hutchinson requested that the Foundation provide a draft letter which could be discussed at a 

future meeting. 

 

Public Participation Session 
The Town Clerk read aloud an email from a resident who was unable to attend the meeting, 
regarding the delay to the installation of Freedom Fibre broadband and the impact that the current 
broadband service has upon their business. 
 

11/24/01 To Receive Apologies and Reasons for Absence 
None received. 

 

11/24/02 Disclosure of Personal and Prejudicial Interests 
  None requested. 
 
11/24/03 Grant Dispensations 
   

Cllr G Elner Twin-hatted member declared a 
personal interest in any matters 
relating to the Town Council’s 
relationship with Shropshire Council. 
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Cllr P Jones Dispensation under section 33/2c is 
granted until 04.03.25 for any matters 
relating to Ellesmere Cricket Club. 

 
11/24/04 Police Matters 
 (a) Police Report 
 Apologies received from PCSO K Hogg.  The Chair read the Police Report to update Members on the 

Town Council priorities, which are: 
 
Speeding and Traffic 
Antisocial Behaviour   
Drugs 
 

 (b) SNT Monthly Newsletter 
 Noted. 
 
11/24/05 Casual Vacancies 
 No applications have been received. The Clerk has taken advice from SALC and due to annual 

elections now being 6 months away this vacancy does not need to be readvertised. 
 
11/24/06 Minutes  

(a) To read and confirm the minutes of the of the Town Council meeting held on Monday 7th 
October 2024. 

 
It was moved by Cllr P Goulbourne, seconded by Cllr P Jones and, 
 

 RESOLVED: that the minutes of the Town Council meeting on Monday 7th October be approved 
and signed by the Town Mayor as a true record. 

 
 (b) To read and note the minutes of the Planning and Infrastructure meeting held on Tuesday 

22nd October 2024. 
 Noted. 
 
11/24/07 Progress Report 
 Noted. 
 

11/24/08 Finance 

  (a) Town Council Payments for September 2024 

  See Appendix A. 

   

  It was moved by Cllr P Goulbourne, seconded by Cllr J Howard and, 

 

  RESOLVED:  that the Town Council payments for September 2024 be approved. 

 

  (b) Cemetery Working Group Payments for September 2024 

  See Appendix B. 

 

  It was moved by Cllr P Goulbourne, seconded by Cllr L Woodbridge and, 

 

  RESOLVED:  that the Cemetery Working Group Payments for September 2024 be approved. 
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  (c) Town Council Detailed Income and Expenditure Report for the 2nd Quarter 

See Appendix C. 

Noted. 

 

(c) Cemetery Working Group Detailed Income and Expenditure Report for the 2nd Quarter 

See Appendix D. 

Noted. 

 

10/24/09 Bank Balances and Reserves 

  (a) Reserves 

 Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated a report on the Town Council bank balances and 

reserves, she explained to members that the Neighbourhood Fund money received from 

Shropshire Council earlier in the year (25,523.39) needed to be transferred from Unity to the TSB 

No.2 A/c, and that Councillors needed to review account options for the transfer of the 

2023/2024-year end funds which amount to £104,170.70.  

 

Town Council reserves will then stand at £386,636.62.  Earmarked reserves remain the same at 

£153,662.71 and the general reserve will be £232,973.91. 

 

(b) Transfer of Funds 

It was moved by Cllr G Hutchinson, seconded by Cllr P Jones and, 

 

RESOLVED: that the Town Clerk was given permission from Members to transfer £25,523.39 

Neighbourhood Fund money to the No. 2 TSB account. 

 

This account will then total £98,127.62 which it the total amount of Neighbourhood Fund money.  

 

11/24/10 Insignis Account 

The Emirates account has reached maturity after six months with interest of £1,317.64 paid.  

Members reviewed account options for the reinvestment of these funds.  The FSCS guarantees 

accounts to the total of £85,000.00.  Each individual account in the Insignis platform is guaranteed 

by the FSCS. 

 

The amount in the Insignis account is £53,358.93 

 

It was moved by Cllr G Hutchinson, seconded by P Goulbourne and, 

 

RESOLVED:  that the amount of £53,358.93 is transferred from the Insignis Hub to Sainsburys at 

the current interest rate of 4.79% for six months. 

 

Members considered which accounts to deposit the £104,170.70 year end money and agreed to top 

up the £53,358.93 in the Sainsburys account to £85,000 and to then re-deposit the remainder in the 

Emirates account. 

 

It was moved by G Elner, seconded by P Goulbourne and, 

 

RESOLVED:  that £31,641.07 is invested in the Sainsburys account. 
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It was moved by G Hutchinson, seconded by L Woodbridge and, 

 

RESOLVED:  that £72,529.63 is invested back into the Emirates account at a rate of 4.60% for six 

months. 

 

(b) Transfer of Funds 

It was moved by Cllr A Wignall, seconded by Cllr P Goulbourne and,  

 

RESOLVED:  that the Town Clerk is given permission to transfer £31,641.07 and £72,529.63 from 

the Insignis platform to Sainsburys and Emirates respectively. 

 

11/24/11 Contracts and Tenders 

  (a) CCTV Cameras 

Following the relocation of the CCTV camera from the Cambrian building to the corner of Trimpley 

Street the camera was subsequently found to be non-operational.  Technical Services have provided 

two options for replacement of the camera. 

 

  i) Standard PTZ manually controlled camera - £3,579.82 

  ii) 3-way multi-sensor - £3,320.13. 

  It was moved by Cllr G Elner, seconded by Cllr L Woodbridge and,  

 

RESOLVED:  that the camera on Trimpley Street is replaced with a 3-way multi-sensor at a cost of 
£3,320.13. 
 

11/24/12 Ellesmere Cemetery 
The Chair summarised the Burial Risk Assessment report and confirmed that Sections E and H were 
empty and could be used for burials, which will now extend the life of the cemetery by 
approximately 20 years. 
 
Members felt that Council should continue to discuss the potential for new cemetery land annually.  
Budget considerations also need to be made for the purchase of future cemetery land. 
 
It was moved by Cllr G Hutchinson, seconded by Cllr G Elner and, 
 
RESOLVED:  that potential land for a new cemetery is placed on an agenda and reviewed by 
Council once a year. 

 
12/24/13 Ellesmere Town Hall Health and Safety and Compliance Audit 

The Clerk reported that Peninsula have conducted their annual Town Hall Health and Safety and 
Compliance Audit.  Six items were identified as needing action, which have been actioned.  

 
11/24/14 Committee/Working Group Vacancies 
  Staffing and Governance Sub-committee.  Vacancy filled by Cllr P Jones. 
 
  Planning and Infrastructure Committee. Vacancy filled by Cllr M Forshaw. 
 
  Health and Wellbeing Working Group.  Vacancy filled by Cllr M Forshaw. 
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It was moved by Cllr M Hancock, seconded by Cllr A Weeks and, 
 
RESOLVED:  that all council vacancies are now filled. 

 
11/24/15 Working Groups 

Cllr P Goulbourne updated Members on the recent residents’ survey conducted by the Berwyn View 
Land Working Group.  Residents are in favour of the installation of a pump track on the recreation 
land at Berwyn View. Cllr P Goulbourne requested permission from Council for the Working Group to 
explore the costs of a project so that they can conduct further consultation with the schools.  
 
It was moved by Cllr P Goulbourne, seconded by Cllr A Wignall and, 
 
RESOLVED:  that the Berwyn View Land Working Group is given permission to investigate the costs 
of pump track for the Berwyn View Recreation Land and to conduct further public consultation. 

 
11/24/16 Birch Road Recreation Ground 

A request from Ellesmere Cricket Club to use the Birch Road Recreation Ground for the Junior 
Team’s practice had been deferred in October whilst awaiting a response from Ellesmere Cadets.  
Ellesmere Cadets have now confirmed that the Cadets are happy to share the land on a Wednesday 
evening. 
 
It was moved by Cllr G Hutchinson, seconded by Cllr L Woodbridge and,  
 
RESOLVED:  that Members grant permission for the Junior Team of Ellesmere Cricket Club to use 
the land at Birch Road Recreation Ground for practice on Wednesday evenings in 2025. 

 
11/24/17 Cross Street Promenade 

(a) Cllr G Elner updated members on the issues associated with the promenade area in the town 
centre.  The area is no longer fit for purpose with the surface causing a trip hazard due to tree roots 
lifting the paving.  The area is owned and maintained by Shropshire Council who have previously 
identified that the trees are the wrong species, removal of them was recommended by a tree 
specialist. SC Highways were happy to proceed with the works however, Street Scene did not agree 
and only one tree has subsequently been removed.  The problem is worsening.  Ellesmere Town 
Council invested in new street furniture for this area following the award of Government funding 
after Covid.  This furniture remains in storage.  Shropshire Council no longer have funding to 
improve this area of the town. 
 
Shropshire Council agrees that the Promenade needs resurfacing.  Slabs left over from previous 
projects are available for use and can be utilised for this project.  The Town Council need to consider 
whether they would support the tree removal.  Shropshire Council would also like to use this 
opportunity to widen the section of road adjacent to the promenade. 
 
Cllr L Woodbridge informed Members that she was aware of an individual who would be willing to 
pay for the removal of the trees and replant them on land just outside of Ellesmere. 
 
It was moved by Cllr G Elner, seconded by Cllr P Goulbourne and, 
 
RESOLVED:  that Ellesmere Town Council write to Shropshire Council in favour of removing the 
trees from the promenade to allow the area to be redeveloped and the adjacent road widened. 
 
Cllr P Jones expressed a concern that the area needs to accommodate the new street furniture, and 
this should be considered when the road is widened. 
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(b) Members considered the recommendation from the Planning and Infrastructure Committee that 
the S106 Cornovii Monies Working Group investigate allocating the S106 money on Cross Street 
promenade. 
 
It was moved by Cllr P Goulbourne, seconded by Cllr A Wignall and, 
 
RESOLVED:  that the S106 Cornovii Monies Working Group is granted permission to investigate 
spending the S106 money on the redevelopment of Cross Street promenade. 
 
Cllr P Jones suggested that a second project for the use of the S106 money should also be identified 
which can proceed if Shropshire Council refused permission to work on the promenade. 
 
It was moved by Cllr P Goulbourne, seconded by Cllr A Wignall and, 
 
RESOLVED:  that the S106 monies are spent on the installation of play equipment at Berwyn View 
recreation ground if permission to redevelop the Cross Street promenade is refused by Shropshire 
Council. 
 

11/24/18 Trail Tale 
  (a) To note the minutes of the meeting held on 17th September 2024 with the Trail Tale Services CIC. 
  Noted. 
  
  (b) Ellesmere’s Needs 
  It was moved by Cllr G Hutchinson, seconded by Cllr L Woodbridge and, 
 

RESOLVED:  that Members agree that the minutes of the meeting held on 17th September 2024 
reflect the needs of Ellesmere for a mobile phone-based heritage trail. 

 
11/24/19 Portrait of HM King Charles 

The Town Council have received a free portrait of HM King Charles.  Members discussed the location 
for the portrait and the need to update the current council photographs. 
 
It was moved by Cllr L Woodbridge, seconded by A Wignall and, 
 
RESOLVED:  that the portrait of HM King Charles is displayed in the small hall of Ellesmere Town 
Hall. 

 
11/24/20 Correspondence 
  (a) Freedom Fibre 

The Chair read correspondence received from Freedom Fibre which informed Council that their build 

plans have changed with Ellesmere Town not now being connected until mid-2025.  Freedom Fibre 

also confirmed that they have taken onboard the Council’s concerns and suggested a meeting in 

February/March 2025 to discuss their most current build plans. 

 

An online webinar will be held on 12th November 2024, for Clerks and Councillors which will update 

attendees on the overall project. 

 

Members support the installation of Freedom Fibre in the town; however, they are requesting more 

consideration be given to utilising existing infrastructure minimising the installation of new poles.  
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The Clerk is to write to the resident who expressed their concern that the Town Council are delaying 

works to clarify this point. 

 

It was agreed to seek resident’s views again in the new year ahead of the February/March meeting.  

 

(b) Shropshire Council 

The Chair read aloud an update from Shropshire Council regarding supporting services currently 

undertaken by Shropshire Council.  They had originally suggested a uniform nominal uplift to Town 

and Parish Council’s precepts. They have now decided that this approach does not meet the range 

and complexity of local priorities and preferences as it is too impractical to implement and will not 

achieve any significant benefits.  Current interactions with local councils on this subject have 

therefore been suspended. 

 

11/24/21 Christmas Lights Switch On 

The Clerk asked for 5 volunteers to assist with the switching on of the Christmas lights on Friday 29th 

November 2024 at 6.05pm. Cllrs N Proffitt, P Goulbourne, L Woodbridge, M Hancock and J Howard 

offered their assistance. 

 

11/24/22 Armistice Day and Remembrance Sunday 

Councillors were invited to join the parade starting at 10.30am in the main car park and volunteers 

were sought to assist with serving of refreshments after the parade.  Cllr’s N Proffitt and A Wignall 

offered their assistance. 

 

Councillors were also invited to attend the 2 minutes silence in the town square on the 11th 

November 2024. 

 

11/24/23 Future Agenda Items 

Cllr A Wignall requested the general issue of speeding be discussed and will put this as a question to 

the police at the next meeting. 

 

11/24/24 Future Meeting Dates 
Monday 2nd December 2024 – Town Council meeting at 7.15pm, Ellesmere Town Hall 

 Monday 18th December 2024 – Events Liaison Meeting 6.30pm Ellesmere Town Hall 
 
 Noted. 
  
 The date for the Events Liaison Meeting has now been confirmed as Monday 25th November at 

6.30pm, Ellesmere Town Hall. 
 
  The meeting closed at 21.00pm. 
 

Mayor:  ………………………………………………………………………… 
 

Date:    …………………………… 
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APPENDIX A – Town Council Payments for September 2024 

  



 

70 
 
 

 

 

  



 

71 
 
 

 

 

APPENDIX B – Cemetery Working Group Payments for September 2024 
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APPENDIX C – Town Council Detailed Income and Expenditure Report for the 2nd Quarter 

  



 

73 
 
 

 

 

  



 

74 
 
 

 

 

  



 

75 
 
 

 

 

  



 

76 
 
 

 

 

  



 

77 
 
 

 

 

APPENDIX C – Cemetery Working Group Detailed Income and Expenditure Report for the 2nd Quarter  

 


