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Minutes of the Extraordinary Town Council Meeting held in Ellesmere Town Hall on 

Monday 29th July 2024 at 6pm. 

 

PRESENT:   Town Mayor (Chair):  G Hutchinson 

 

Councillors: P Jones, G Elner, P Goulbourne, A Weeks, A Wignall, L Woodbridge 
 

   Deputy Town Clerk and    

Deputy RFO:   Gemma Whitley 

   Admin Assistant  Vicky Martin 

 

Unitary Councillor:  1 (dual hatted). 

Members of the Public:  0 

Press:    0 

Police:    0 

Guests:   0 

 

Public Participation Session 

No matters raised. 
 

07b/24/01 To Receive Apologies and Reasons for Absence 
Request received from Cllr H Anderton-Schofield to extend a pre-approved apology due to family 
commitments until September.  Apologies received from Cllr J Howard due to illness and Cllr N 
Proffitt due to holiday. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr A Wignall, seconded by Cllr P Goulbourne and, 
 
RESOLVED: that the apologies from Cllrs H Anderton- Scofield are extended until the September 

meeting and apologies from J Howard and N Proffitt be approved. 

07b/24/02 Disclosure of Personal and Prejudicial Interests. 
  Cllr L Woodbridge expressed a personal interest in Item No. 07b/24/07. 
 
07b/24/03 Grant Dispensations 
   

Cllr G Elner Twin-hatted member declared a 
personal interest in any matters 
relating to the Town Council’s 
relationship with Shropshire Council. 

 
07b/24/04 Minutes  

(a) It was moved by Cllr A Wignall, seconded by Cllr L Woodbridge and, 
 

 RESOLVED: that the minutes of the Town Council meeting on Monday 1st July be approved and 
signed by the Town Mayor as a true record. 
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07b/24/05 Exclusion of Press and Public 
That by the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and under Section 100 (A) of the Local 

Government Act 1992, the public and press be excluded for the remainder of the meeting for the 

following items of business on the grounds that they may involve the likely disclosure of confidential 

information as defined in the Acts. 

 

No members of press or public present. 

 

07b/24/06 Casual Vacancies 

  (a) To note written applications for the office of Town Councillor.  

   Noted. One application had been received and circulated to all Members prior to the  

   meeting.  

 

  (b)  To receive a five-minute presentation from each applicant for the office of Town Councillor. 

The candidate was unable to attend the meeting to give a presentation but had written 

down all he would like to say on his application form. Members agreed to vote for co-

option in the applicant’s absence. 

 

  (c) To vote whether to Co-opt candidates to fill the vacancy. 

   Councillors voted by means of a secret ballot. Members voted unanimously for the  

   candidate Malcolm Forshaw to be co-opted to the council. 

 

(d) M Forshaw will be invited to attend the Council offices to complete his declaration of 

acceptance of office. 

 

07b/24/07 Town Hall Group 

 

  Cllr L Woodbridge left the meeting at 18.09pm. 

 

  A discussion regarding waiving charges for hall hire for the group of individuals that have expressed 

  an interest in starting up an organisation/charity to run the Town Hall was had. 

 

Members are aware that a cost is associated with room hire due to caretakers having to be present 

to open and close the building.  A compromise was suggested that a room is offered at no cost when 

the building is already in use and no additional costs would be incurred. 

 

During the month of August 2024, the Town Hall is already in use on a Monday from 7.30-9.30pm 

with the main hall available. 

 

It was proposed by Cllr G Hutchinson, seconded by Cllr G Elner and, 

 

RESOLVED:  that the main hall is offered for use to the group of individuals that have expressed an 

interest in starting up an organisation/charity to run the Town Hall on a Monday during the month 

of August from 7.30-9.30pm for one initial meeting. 

 

Cllr L Woodbridge returned to the meeting at 18.31pm. 
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07b/24/08 Police & Crime Commission Town & Parish Council Survey 

     

  Councillors completed the survey.  

     

07b/24/09 On Street Parking Charges Consultation Notice 

Shropshire Council has proposed a significant increase in parking charges.  Cllr P Jones had prepared 

a response to Shropshire Council’s consultation.  When the parking charges over the last 4 years are 

considered, the proposed increase represents a 100% increase in charges over this period. 

 

  Residents parking charges are also showing a significant increase. Councillors discussed their  

  objections to these proposals and confirmed the wording of a letter of objection to be sent to  

  Shropshire Council. 

 

An amended letter will be circulated to all Members for approval prior to submission to Shropshire 

Council. 

 

07b/24/10 Ellesmere Town Hall Gas Contract 

  3 quotes were considered for the supply of gas to the Town Hall. 

 

  It was proposed by Cllr G Hutchinson, seconded by Cllr P Goulbourne and, 

 

RESOLVED:  that British Gas Lite be awarded the contract for the provision of gas to the Town Hall 

for a period of 2 years as they quoted the lowest price which was £10,640.36. 

     

07b/24/11 Oswestry Road Bus Shelter 

 A settlement claim of £5,199.80 has been received from the insurance company following the 
incident involving the bus shelter on Oswestry Road.  Costs already incurred are as follows: 

 
 Removal of damaged bus shelter   £343.00 
 Ensure electrical safely of damaged shelter area  £118.80 
 
 Three companies were contacted to quote for a replacement shelter; only one company returned a 

quote as follows: 
 

Shelter  £4,065.00  
Delivery £125.00 
Installation £605.00 
Total cost £4,795.00 (ex VAT) 

 
 The company is Euroshell and the bus shelter can be installed within the next 6 weeks.  A 50% 

payment is required at the point of order with final payment on completion. 
 
 It was proposed by Cllr G Hutchinson, seconded by Cllr G Elner and, 
 
 RESOLVED:  that Euroshell are instructed to proceed with the installation of a new bus shelter on 

Oswestry Road. 
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07b/24/12 Planning 
(a)  Planning Applications for consideration: 

  Reference:  015/1706/2024 
  Address:  Oteley Estate 
 Proposal:  Tree Felling, Oteley Estate. 
 
 This application has been received from the Forestry Commission and forms part of a larger exercise.  

All felled trees are to be replaced. 
  
 It was proposed by Cllr G Elner, seconded by Cllr A Wignall and, 
 
 RESOLVED:  that Councillors support this application with no further comments. 
 
 (b) Planning Decisions.  For information only. 
 Reference:  24/02036/LBC (validated: 24/05/2024). 

Address:  Greetings, 4 High Street, Ellesmere, Shropshire, SY12 0EP. 
Proposal:  To repair the existing suspended timber ground floor of the existing commercial premises 
to include the treatment of existing timbers and replacement of any rotten floor joists, to replace 
the timber lintels above the fire escape door and to re-plaster the existing shop wall with lime 
plaster. 

 Decision:  Grant Permission 

 Noted. 
 
07b/24/13 Freedom Fibre. New Poles 
 (a) Members had received correspondence from a local resident regarding placement of poles. 
  
 (b) Cllr G Elner updated Members on meetings with local residents, Shropshire Council and 

correspondence with Helen Morgan MP and Freedom Fibre.  Cllr Elner has requested that Freedom 
Fibre attend a public meeting. 

 
 Freedom Fibre had refused to respond to communications until recently and have now 

acknowledged the concerns that have been raised.  They are keen to ensure that Council and 
residents feel understood.  Freedom Fibre confirmed that using existing infrastructure where 
possible is beneficial to all parties and have suggested a webinar during which plans can be clarified 
and feedback received.   

 
  The meeting closed at 19.08pm. 

 

Mayor:  ………………………………………………………………………… 
 

Date:    …………………………… 


