
 

 

ELLESMERE TOWN COUNCIL CEMETERY WORKING GROUP 
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 23rd November 2023 

At Swan Hill Cemetery, Ellesmere. 
 

Members Present:  
 
 
 
Chair:               P Goulbourne (Chair) 
 
Councillors:  Graham Dyke (Vice-Chair) John Baker, Anne Wignall, Kay Egerton, Tony Richardson, 

Naomi Proffitt. 
 
Officers: Jo Butterworth, Town Clerk (TC) & Andy Chatting, (CCO).  
 

CWG 11/23/01  To receive apologies and reasons for absence. 

Apologies were received from Cllr. G. Elner (previous commitment), Cllr. G. 

Hutchinson (previous commitment) and Cllr. J. Howard (unwell).  

Noted and approved by A. Wignall and G. Dyke. 

CWG 11/23/02 Disclosure of Personal and Prejudicial Interests.   

No disclosures were made. 

CWG 11/23/03 Grant Dispensations.  

None requested. 

CWG 09/23/04 Minutes.  To read and confirm the minutes of the Cemetery Working Group Meeting 

held on Monday 28th September 2023.  

Resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 28th September 2023 be signed as 

a true and accurate record.  

Moved by Cllr Dyke seconded by Cllr Wignall. 

At this point it was moved to advance item CWG/11/23/09 (Additional liaison with 

the owner of proposed new cemetery land) to ‘Confidential’, this to allow a local 

landowner to be permitted to discuss possible development of a new cemetery 

within the ETC+R parish area. 

Move to ‘Confidential’ proposed by Cllr. Goulbourne. Seconded by Cllr. Wignall.  

See additional, separate, ‘Confidential Minutes’ dealing with this single item. 

 

CWG 09/23/05 Finance. 

(a) CWG Payments.  To note payments made during September and October 2023. 

These were noted.  



 

 

 

CWG 09/23/06 Cemetery Report.  To discuss any items raised in the Cemetery Co-Ordinator’s 

report. 

   The report was noted. Additional comments in relation to it were as follows: 

1) A recommendation that the CWG requests that ETC+R approve the survey work 

for the exploration of the old ‘H’ Section at the cemetery in line with the recent 

reports. 

2) A recommendation that Shropshire Clerks be approached to discuss the matter 

of financial resources for local councils to gain funding either to extend an 

existing cemetery or provide a new one. 

3) A recommendation that the idea of reducing the hedge bounding the old ‘H’ and 

‘E’ Sections be explored. This to be given consideration once conclusions can be 

drawn about the viability of opening the old ‘H’ Section; should that be a 

possibility. 

4) A recommendation that the CCO obtain a final figure in relation to the cost of a 

survey of the old ‘H’ Section and some/all of the old ‘E’ Section from CDS Ltd. 

These recommendations were proposed by Cllr. Goulbourne and seconded by 

Cllr. Egerton.  

CWG 11/23/07 Completion of searchable burial records. (Inc; Final report into ‘E’ and ‘H’ Sections.  

To discuss any additional thoughts or requirements relating to the database of burial 

records.  

Noted. No additional recommendations were made. 

CWG 11/23/08  CDS/ survey of additional space. To discuss the options relating to the ‘Final report 

into ‘E’ and ‘H’ Sections’ as regards a GPR survey. As per Cemetery Co-Ordinator 

report. 

Noted. No additional recommendations were made other than those agreed at item 

CWG 09/23/06 [above]. 

CWG 11/23/09  Additional liaison with the owner of proposed new cemetery land.   

Noted as per Cemetery Co-Ordinator report. This item is that referred to at CWG 

09/23/04 [above] which is dealt with separately in the ‘Confidential’ minutes. 

CWG 11/23/10  Assessment of the boundary hedge between the cemetery and Cremorne Gardens.  

Noted as per Cemetery Co-Ordinator report and as at CWG 09/23/06 [above]. 

CWG 12/23/11  A request to ensure that repairs to the Chapel ramp and rail (previously 

authorised) take place.  

Noted as per Cemetery Co-Ordinator report. 

CWG 12/23/12  The CWG to make recommendations in relation to the projected budget for the 

year 2024/2025.  

This to be discussed regarding on-going forecast costs and annual disbursements. 



 

 

It was noted by the TC that the CWG funds had reduced over time from 

approximately £55,000 to approximately £30,000.  The question was raised in 

relation to both Councils considering the possibility of restoring the funds to a level 

closer to £55,000 in anticipation of expenditure including: 

Repair works to the chapel. 

The repainting of The Lodge. 

The increasing costs of grounds maintenance. 

The possibility of repairing/replacing some of the tarmacked paths.  

CWG/11/23/13 Future Agenda Items.  To receive any items to be considered for a future agenda. 

Please note that discussion on the items cannot take place at this meeting. 

Noted. No items for the next agenda were proposed.  

 

CWG 11/23/14 Next Meeting. Thursday January 25th, 2024, at 7pm. 

 

Chair…………………………………………… 

 

Date…………………………………………… 

 

 

 


