PRESENT:

03b/24/01

03b/24/02

03b/24/03

03b/24/04

Minutes of the Extraordinary Town Council Meeting held in Ellesmere Town Hall

Monday 18th March 2024 at 7.15pm.

Town Mayor (Chair): Clir A Wignall

Councillors: G Hutchinson, P Goulbourne, P Jones, A Weeks, N Proffitt, L
Woodbridge, M Hancock, ] Mowl|

Town Clerk and RFO: Jo Butterworth
Assistant Town Clerk and

Assistant RFO: Gemma Whitley
Admin Assistant Vicky Martin
Unitary Councillor: 1 (dual hatted)
Members of the Public: 0

Press: 0

Police: 0

Public Participation Session.

No matters raised.

To receive apologies and reasons for absence.

Apologies were received from Cllrs H Anderton-Scofield and J Howards due to family commitments.
It was moved by Clir P Goulbourne, seconded by Clir G Hutchinson and,

RESOLVED: that the apologies received from Clir H Anderton-Scofield and Clir ) Howard - be
approved.

Disclosure of Personal and Prejudicial Interests.

None.

Grant Dispensations.

None.

Exclusion of Press and Public

It was moved by Clir P Goulbourne, Seconded by Clir J Mowl and,

RESOLVED: that by the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and under Section 100 (A)
of the Local Government Act 1992, the public and press be excluded for the remainder of the
meeting for the following items of business on the grounds that they may involve the likely
disclosure of confidential information as defined in the Acts.
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03b/24/05

Town Council Offices

The Town Council are currently considering selling or leasing out the Town Hall building with a view
to also relocating the Town Council offices, should the decision be made to release the building. All
Councillors had been given the opportunity to view Fullwood House as a potential new location for
the offices prior to the Extraordinary Meeting. Fullwood House is currently vacant and being
marketed at £14,000 per annum and it was thought that it would provide excellent office
accommodation which would be easily accessible to members of the public.

The costs associated with leasing and maintaining Fullwood House would be considerably lower than
those currently incurred in running and maintaining the Town Hall building. Running costs for the
Town Hall are escalating and windows need to be replaced at an approximate cost of £57,000. Grant
funding would be available to community groups for the upkeep of the building. This money is not
available to local Government. Three community groups have in the past expressed an interest in
the purchase or lease of the building if it was ever an option.

The Clerk will contact all Town Hall users prior to the start of the consultation period to inform them
of the consideration to sell or lease out the Town Hall and to alleviate any concerns that may arise.

The 2024/2025 precept includes a budget to run the Town Hall and the council has £30,000 reserves
kept for the updating of the entrance to the Town Hall which could be used to cover initial costs of

the relocation and lease of Fullwood House or other suitable premises.

Ellesmere Town Hall Working Group will work with the Clerk to provide full information for the Town
Council consider.

The Clerk, Mayor and Deputy will seek legal advice and the Public Consultation will be launched for 2
weeks.

It was moved by ClIr P Goulbourne, seconded by Clir G Hutchinson and,

RESOLVED: that Councillors are in favour of potentially relocating the offices of the Town Council
to Fullwood House and will hold a public consultation.

The meeting closed at 7.45.
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