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 PLANNING & INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE 

Minutes of the meeting of the Planning & Infrastructure Committee held at Ellesmere Town Hall on 

Thursday 21st March 2024 at 12.00pm 

 

PRESENT:   Councillors:  Cllrs P Jones (Chair), A Weeks, G Hutchinson and P Goulbourne, M 

Hancock 

 

   Jo Butterworth   Town Clerk & RFO 

   Vicky Martin  Administration Assistant   

    

   Members of the Public  0 

   Member of the Press  0  

   Guests    0 

 
Public Participation Session 

None. 
 

PI-03b/24/01 To receive apologies and reason for absence. 
 
Apologies were received from Cllrs A Wignall and G Elner due to prior engagements 

and Cllr H Anderton-Scofield due to family commitments. 

It was moved by Cllr G Hutchinson, Seconded by Cllr P Goulbourne and, 

RESOLVED:   that the apologies received from Cllrs A Wignall, G Elner and H 

Anderton-Scofield be approved. 

PI-03b/24/02 Disclosure of Personal and Prejudicial Interests. 
 

 None. 
 
PI-03b/24/03 Grant Dispensations. 

  None granted. 

PI-03b/24/04 Minutes. 

  (a) It was moved by Cllr P Goulbourne, Seconded by Cllr G Hutchinson and, 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting held on Monday 4th March 

2024 be approved and signed by the Chair as a true record. 

  (b) It was moved by Cllr P Goulbourne, Seconded by Cllr M Goulbourne and, 

RESOLVED: that the confidential minutes of the meeting held on Monday 

4th March 2024 be approved and signed by the Chair as a true record. 

PI-03b/24/05 Planning: 
(a) Planning Applications for consideration: 

Reference:  24/00342/FUL.  

Address:  Proposed Dwelling North of Garth, Willow Street, Ellesmere, 

Shropshire. 

Proposal:  Construction of new dwelling with alterations to existing access. 
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Cllrs carefully reviewed the revised plans and application and assessed the 

potential impacts on the local community.  The decision of the Town Council 

remains the same. Ellesmere Town Council objects to this application for the 

following material reasons: 

 

(i) Blocking of Light:  The proposed development would significantly obstruct 

natural light to neighbouring properties. This obstruction not only affects the 

aesthetics of the area but also has potential adverse effects on the mental well-

being of residents who rely on and enjoy natural light within their homes and 

property. 

 

(ii) Traffic - Reversing:  The additional cars into this and the adjoining property 

mean that it is almost certain that cars will reverse onto Willow Street. The 

requirement for vehicles to reverse onto a main road poses a clear safety hazard 

for both drivers and pedestrians. This manoeuvre increases the risk of accidents 

and collisions, particularly during busy periods when traffic flow is high. 

 

(iii) Traffic - Shared parking:  The submitted indicative layout plan also shows 

that the driveway and parking arrangements for the proposed and existing 

dwellings would be unworkable as parked cars would obstruct the movements 

of other vehicles. 

 

(iv) Traffic - Parking:  Visitors to either property will incline to park on the 

pavement. 

 

(v) Traffic - Congestion:  Any additional traffic - especially building traffic, will 

exacerbate existing traffic congestion issues. Willow Street is already prone to 

traffic bottlenecks during peak hours, and the proposed development would 

intensify this problem, leading to increased frustration and inconvenience for 

residents and commuters alike. 

 

(vi) Context, Situation and surroundings:  The proposed development not only 

threatens the quality of life for current residents but also jeopardizes the unique 

character and charm of the surrounding area, which borders a conservation 

zone. Willow Street and its neighbouring environs boast a distinct architectural 

heritage and natural beauty that contribute to the cultural identity of our 

community. The introduction of a structure of such scale and design incongruity 

would disrupt the harmonious aesthetic that defines this locality, potentially 

setting a precedent for further unsuitable development. Preserving the integrity 

of our heritage and safeguarding the visual coherence of our environment 

should be paramount, particularly in areas adjacent to designated conservation 

zones. 

 

(vii) Plot size, building height and density and design considerations:  

Ellesmere Town Council refers to recent decision for local planning application 

reference 23/05147/OUT. This plot is too small and too close to a main arterial 

road for significant development. The compact nature of the building plot 

exacerbates concerns regarding the proposed development's scale, relative 

height and proximity to the pavement. The limited space available means that 

the structure would be uncomfortably close to the pavement, raising issues of 
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pedestrian safety and convenience. Furthermore, the close proximity of the 

development to the pavement will result in a sense of encroachment for 

passers-by, detracting from the overall enjoyment of the streetscape. 

 

Cllr G Hutchinson abstained from voting. 

 

It was moved by Cllr P Jones, Seconded by Cllr M Hancock and, 

 

RESOLVED:  The majority of members objected to this application as previous 

concerns had still not been addressed and that the dwelling remains 

inappropriate for the location on the edge of a conservation area.  Issues 

regarding traffic access to a main arterial road to the plot had not been 

adequately resolved. 

 

PI-03b/24/06  Tetchill Brook.   

 

The Clerk and Councillors provided feedback on a meeting held with ERPC and other 

representatives regarding Tetchill Brook held on Wednesday 21st March at Criftins 

Parish Hall. 

 

Councilors requested that the Environment Agency, United Utilities and landowners 

should be invited to have representatives present at future meetings.  Members 

would like an invitation also sent to MP Helen Morgan.  The Clerk will inform the 

Clerk to ERPC as she will be arranging future meetings. 

  
  The meeting closed at 12.40pm. 

 
 
Chair:  ………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Date:    …………………………… 
 


