
 

50 
 
 

 

 

 
Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held in Ellesmere Town Hall  

Monday 4th March 2024 at 7.15pm. 

 

PRESENT:   Town Mayor (Chair):  Cllr A Wignall 

 

Councillors: G Hutchinson, P Goulbourne, P Jones, A Weeks, N Proffitt, L 
Woodbridge, M Hancock, J Mowl, J Howard 

 

   Town Clerk and RFO:  Jo Butterworth 

   Admin Assistant  Vicky Martin 

    

Unitary Councillor:  1 (dual hatted) 

Members of the Public:  4 

Press:    0 

Police:    0 

 
Public Participation Session. 
 
Neil Warden, Mental Health Support Worker from Shropshire Council attended the meeting to 
promote Enable and to make Councillors aware of the services that they can provide.  Enable 
support individuals with mental health concerns and drugs and alcohol problems to return to work 
doing what they specifically want to do.  They assist with the job application process from writing 
CV’s right through to interview and onwards to help individuals to retain their employment. 
 
Neil was keen for Councillors to promote the services of Enable. 
 

03/24/01 To receive apologies and reasons for absence.   
 
Apologies were received from Cllr H Anderton-Scofield due to family commitments and Cllr Elner due 
to holiday. 

 
It was moved by Cllr P Goulbourne, seconded by Cllr P Jones and, 
 

RESOLVED: that the apologies received from Cllr H Anderton-Scofield and Cllr G Elner - be 

approved. 

03/24/02 Disclosure of Personal and Prejudicial Interests.   

Councillor Name Item No. 

Cllr J Howard Personal Interest in Item Number 13. 
J Howard is a member of The Cellar 
Church. 

Cllr P Jones Personal interest in Item Number 15, 
Club Secretary of ECC.  P Jones wife is 
also the architect providing the plans 
for the new cricket pavilion, she is not 
charging for this service. 
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 Cllr G Elner Twin-hatted member declared a 
personal interest in any matters 
relating to the Town Council’s 
relationship with Shropshire Council. 

Cllr A Wignall Personal interest in item 18. 

 
03/24/03 Grant Dispensations.   Cllr P Jones left the room. 

 Cllr P Jones is honorary club secretary and committee member of Ellesmere Cricket Club. P Jones 

wife is also an architect and is assisting the Club with plans for the new club house. Neither P Jones 

or his wife receive any financial returns for their time and their roles are completely voluntary. Cllr P 

Jones will not vote on any items relating to the cricket club but would like to be able to take part in 

discussions relating to the development of the club and would voluntarily leave the room when 

necessary. Cllr P Jones would like to apply for dispensation from 04.03.24 – 04.03.25. 

Cllr P Jones considers that granting the dispensation is in the interest of persons living in the 

authority’s area and the Cricket Club represents many local residents.  

 

It was moved by Cllr M Hancock, Seconded by Cllr Liz Woodbridge and, 

 RESOLVED: that dispensation under section 33/2c is granted to Cllr P Jones until 04.03.25. 
 
 Cllr P Jones rejoined the meeting. 

 

Councillor Name Dispensation 

Cllr G Elner  Dispensation under section 33/2c 
being in the interest of persons living 
in the authority’s area allow 
participation and voting on all 
matters relating to Shropshire 
Council for his term of office. 

 

03/04/04 Police Matters 

 The Police report had not been received in time for the meeting. 

03/24/05 Project SY12 

(a) Market Update 
A Verbal report on the performance of the market was given by A Hunter from Project SY12.  A 
Hunter is the of Project SY12 supported by P Elms (Financial Director), C Hughes (Creative Director), J 
Williams, C Scott. Cllr P Goulbourne and Cllr A Wignall represent Ellesmere Town Council on this 
group. 
 
The Tuesday market is running with a consistent 24 traders, with a breakeven point of 17 traders and 
a target of 30.  The focus of the market is to now shift towards the provision of food and drink. There 
is a current operating profit of £59.00.  The weekend markets have a greater footfall and larger profit 
margins. 
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Advertising will be now carried out with the lower window films on the front of the building with a 
two-monthly rolling calendar. 
(b) Digital Town Hub 
Project SY12 have partnered with software developer to develop a digital Town Hub which will be a 
centralised point for all information bringing together the existing community news, a forum, an 
events calendar and a click-and-collect service via a low-cost e-commerce platform.  The hub is for 
both residents and tourists.  Links will be provided to Visit Ellesmere website and screens in central 
locations available to non-smartphone users.  
  

03/24/06 Minutes. 
 (a) To read and confirm the minutes of the Town Council meeting held on Monday 5th February 
2024. 

  
It was moved by Cllr P Goulbourne, Seconded by Cllr P Jones and, 
 

 RESOLVED: that the minutes of the Town Council meeting on 5th February 2024 be approved 
and signed by the Town Mayor as a true record. 
 
Cllrs A Wignall and J Howard abstained from voting due to absence at the previous meeting. 
 
(b) To note the minutes of the Staffing Sub-Committee Committee held on Monday 5th  

  February 2024.Noted. 
 

03/24/07 Progress Report. Noted. 

03/24/08 Finance 
 (a) Town Council Payments for January 2024. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Payment Supplier Description Net Vat Gross Act

Fasterpay Administration Salaries January  24 7832.77 -            7832.77 LGA1972,s.112(2)

Fasterpay Administration Attachment of earnings 100.00 100.00 LGA 1972 S.112(2)

DD

Ash Waste 

Services Bin collection TH Jan 125.31
25.06       

150.37 LGA 1972.S111

Fasterpay Amazon Bulbs 38.97 7.79          46.76 LGA 1972 S111

Fasterpay Amazon Prime business membership 95.00 19.00       114.00 LGA 1972 S111

Fasterpay Barlows Fire Alarms 92.00 18.40 110.40 LGA1972 s111

DD EE Clerks mobile Dec 18.46 3.69 22.15 LGA 1972 S111

DD EE Clerks mobile Jan 18.00 3.60 21.60 LGA 1972 S111

DD Entanet Broadband 44.49 8.90 53.39 LGA 1972 S111

DD Entanet PSTN Rental 15.00 3.00 18.00 LGA 1972 S111

SO Groundforce Grounds Maint Contract Oct 23 607.50 121.50 729.00 LGA 1972,S.111

Fasterpay

Harlequinn 

Service Gardening Oct
708.33 -            

708.33
LGS 1972,S111

Fasterpay Healthmatic Jan - Mar 2024 Clean of Cross St Toilets 2112.50 422.50     2535.00 PHA1936,S87

Fasterpay HMRC Administration 3382.83 -            3382.83 LGA 1972 S112 (2)

Fasterpay J Butterworth

Refreshments for neighbourhood 

plan training 9.85
-            

9.85 LGA1972 s112

Fasterpay Lite Ltd Christmas lights and festoons 7000.00 1,400.00 8400.00 LGA 1972 S111

Fasterpay Max Newell
Tree H&S report

580.00
116.00     

696.00 LGA 1972 S112

Fasterpay New Saints
Wednesday night YC

859.00
-            

859.00 LGA 1972 S111

DD Opus Gas TH 980.56 196.11 1176.67 LGA 1972, S.133

DD Opus Electric TH 831.19 166.24 997.43 LGA 1972,S.133

Fasterpay Paperstone Statiionary 32.56 6.51 39.07 LGA 1972 S111

DD Peninsula Employment Services 155.33 29.34 184.67 LGA 1972,S.111

DD Peninsula EAP Provisions 19.26 3.85 23.11 LGA 1972,S111

DD Peninsula Employment Services 155.33 29.34 184.67 LGA 1972 S111

Fasterpay Project sy12 Weekly market cleaning fee 60.00 0.00 60.00 Food Act 1984 S.51

Fasterpay Reliant 365 and apps January 102.07 20.41 122.48 LGA 1972 S111

Fasterpay SALC Cllr training 90.00 0.00 90.00 LGA 1972 S111

Fasterpay
Shropshire 

Council 
Admin for AOE 1.00 0.00

1.00
LGA 1972 S112 (2)

Fasterpay
Shropshire 

Council Pensions
Pensions Oct 23 2109.42 2109.42 LGA1972,s.112(2)

Fasterpay
Technical 

Services
CCTV 1064.93 212.99     

1277.92
LGA RA 1997

Fasterpay Turtle Defib Pads for TH Defib G3 45.81 9.16          54.97 LGA 1972,S.111

Fasterpay Waterplus TH water Dec 23 - Jan 24 4444.05 -            4444.05 PHA1936, s125

Total 33731.52 2823.39 36554.91

Chq/Bank Payments made January 2024
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It was moved by Cllr P Goulbourne, Seconded by Cllr G Hutchinson and, 
 
RESOLVED: that the Town Council payments for January 2024, be approved, confirmed, and 
signed. 
 

(b) Cemetery Working Group Payments for January 2024 

 

 

 

  It was moved by Cllr G Hutchinson, Seconded by Cllr L Woodbridge and, 

RESOLVED:  that the Cemetery Working Group payments for January 2024 be approved, 

confirmed, and signed. 

  (c)  Town Hall Car Park Repairs 

Three quotes for the repair of potholes within the car park area at the Town Hall had been obtained 

as follows: 

Company 1 £12,458.86 + VAT 

Company 2 £3,820.00 + VAT 

Company 3 £2,290.00 + VAT 

 

It was moved by Cllr P Goulbourne, Seconded by Cllr A Wignall and, 

RESOLVED:  that the contract for the Town Hall car park repairs be awarded to Company 3, Clarke 

Contracting. 

  (d) Town Hall Ceiling Repairs 

Three quotes for the repair water damage to the ceilings and the sealing of roof light voids at the 

Town Hall had been obtained as follows: 

Company 1 £1,100.00 + VAT 

Company 2 £1,460.00 + VAT 

Company 3 £2,280.00 + VAT 

 
It was moved by Cllr G Hutchinson, Seconded by Cllr P Goulbourne and, 

 
RESOLVED: that the contract for the Town Hall ceilings and roof voids be awarded to Company 1, K 
A Lee Joinery. 

 
  (e) Bench Damage 
 

It was reported that There had been an accident at Cross Street Carpark resulting in damage to 
one of the benches.  The driver concerned was extremely apologetic and grateful for the help 
and support that she had received from the community following the incident.  She will pay for 
the bench repairs herself.  
 
  

   

Payment Supplier Description Net Vat Gross Act

so Groundforce Ltd Swan Hill Grounds Maint 1120.83 224.17    1345.00 LGA1972,S.214(6)

Fasterpay Bowen Son & Watson Management Fee 71.88 14.38 86.26 LGA1972,S.214(6)

Fasterpay Unity Trust Trf Cem Co ord costs Jan 24 765.51 0.00 765.51 LGA1972,S.214(6)

Total 1958.22 238.55 2196.77

Chq/Bank Payments made January 2024



 

54 
 
 

 

 

(f) Annual Play Area Inspection 
 
The Play Area Inspection report highlighted several items that needed repair and due to the cost of 
the quote obtained for these works two further quotes now need to be obtained.  This item will be 
differed until all quotations have been sought. 
 

  (g)  Oswestry Borderland Tourism  

 The Council have been asked to consider a request to sponsor 4 pages of an A5 brochure at a cost of 

£4,500.00.  This would include an Ellesmere Town Council branding on 4 pages of the North 

Shropshire brochure.  The alternative is a full page for £1,500.00, half a page for £575.00 or a quarter 

page for £350.00.  The brochure is to go to print in early April. 

It was moved by Cllr G Hutchinson, Seconded by Cllr L Woodbridge and, 
 

RESOLVED: that the majority of Council members feel that the Town Council should not advertise 
in the leaflet at this time. 

 
(h)  Waste Disposal Skip at Ellesmere Town Hall   
 
Quotations for the collection of the waste skip at the Town Hall have been requested from three 
companies.  Only two quotes have been returned.  Company 2 is for a one-year contract whilst 
Company 1 does not have a contract duration.  The difference between the two quotes is £6.29. 
 
It was moved by Cllr G Hutchinson, Seconded by Cllr Paul Hutchinson and, 

 
RESOLVED: that Company 1 were selected, which was  P.G. Skips. 
 

(i)  Request to Clean and repair the War Memorial  

The Clerk reported that this is a specialist service (see Financial Regulations 11.1), and it was 

therefore only possible to obtain one quote to clean and repair the war memorial at St. Mary’s 

Church.  The company is in St Martins and the cost to clean the memorial is £1,070.00 + VAT and to 

repair the missing red sandstone component is £450.00 + VAT. Total £1,520.00 + VAT. 

It was moved by Cllr L Woodbridge, Seconded by Cllr G Hutchinson and, 

RESOLVED: that the works to clean and repair the War Memorial are awarded to CBS Conservation 
at a cost of £1,520.00 + VAT. 
 

(j) Tree Works 

The bi-annual tree survey inspection has identified that 5 trees need to be felled immediately, 2 

felled in the next year and 3 further trees felled in the next two years.  Three contractors have 

provided quotes for these works as follows: 

Company 1 £7,100.00 + VAT 

Company 2 £16,500.00 + VAT 

Company 3 £1,850.00 + VAT 

 
It was moved by Cllr G Hutchinson, Seconded by Cllr P Goulbourne and, 

RESOLVED: that the contract for the tree works is awarded to Company 3, Edgerton’s Tree Care. 
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03/24/09 Insignis Account 
 

£50,720.00 funds are currently with the Bank of Egypt at 5.45%.  Councillors need to consider which 

bank within the platform to move these funds to when they reach maturity. 

It was moved by Cllr P Goulbourne, Seconded by Cllr G Hutchinson and, 

RESOLVED: that funds are moved to Emirates MBD for 6 months upon maturity. 
 
03/24/10 Emergency Action Group Terms of Reference 
 

Councillors determined the terms of reference for the action group.   
 
Council members to join the group are Cllrs J Howard, G Hutchinson, A Wignall, P Goulbourne, L 
Woodbridge, G Elner. 
 
Initial work to draw up the emergency plan is to take place over six months and the working group 
will report back to Full Council. 
 
It was moved by Cllr A Wignall, Seconded by Cllr P Goulbourne and, 

RESOLVED: that he terms of reference were approved. 
 
03/24/11 Policies & Procedures. To review and adopt the following Policies and Procedures. 
 (a)  Stress Management Policy 

 
Members reviewed the policy. 
 
It was moved by Cllr P Goulbourne, Seconded by Cllr N Proffitt and, 

 
RESOLVED: to adopt the Stress Management Policy. 
 
(b)  Violence and Aggression at Work Policy 
  
Members reviewed the policy. 
 
 It was moved by Cllr P Goulbourne, Seconded by Cllr G Hutchinson and, 

 
RESOLVED: to adopt the Violence and Aggression at Work policy. 
 
(c)  Audio and Visual Recording Policy 
 
 Members reviewed the policy. 
 
 It was moved by Cllr A Wignall, Seconded by Cllr A Weeks and, 

 
RESOLVED: to adopt the Audio and Visual Recording policy. 
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03/24/12 Boathouse and Jointly Owned Property Group meeting 
  

The Clerk and members of the Council met with the Head of Leisure from Shropshire Council and 
the Site Manager of The Mere to discuss the income and expenditure of their jointly owned 
properties. The Town Council has requested a further meeting in May following year end 
accounting to find out the exact profits so that a decision can be made as to how these funds are 
dealt with. 
 
The Mere Cottage is waiting for repair work before it can be rented out again. Shropshire Council 
are not releasing funds for this at present however, as the Town Council shares ownership of this 
property they could possibly, depending on costs, pay for the required works to be completed 
and recoup 50% back from Shropshire Council.  This would then mean the property can be rented 
out and return an income. 

 
03/24/13 Town Hall Working Group. 

(a) To consider accepting the resignation of Cllr J Howard from this Working Group. 

 It was moved by Cllr A Wignall, Seconded by Cllr G Hutchinson and, 
 

RESOLVED: to accept the resignation of Cllr J Howard from the Town Hall Working Group.  
 

(b) To receive a verbal report and consider recommendations. 

 Members were asked to vote to move this item of the agenda to the confidential section of the 

meeting. 

 It was moved by Cllr P Jones, Seconded by Cllr P Goulbourne and, 
 

RESOLVED: to accept move Item number 03/24/13 (b) to the confidential section of the 
meeting.  
 

03/24/14 Bar Lease at Ellesmere Town Hall 
 
 The Clerk put forward three options for running the bar for functions taking place at the Town Hall. 

(i) Offer the opportunity for an individual to run the bar. To be applied for through a tender 

submission with a minimum term. 

(ii)    Offer hirers the opportunity to bring in an external individual/company run their own bar 

with a Temporary Events Licence from Shropshire Council. 

(iii)   To not provide a bar at the Town Hall and hirers would be able to bring in their own alcohol 

as long as the event was policed by the hirer. 

 It was moved by Cllr P Goulbourne, Seconded by Cllr A Wignall and, 
 

RESOLVED: to allow hirers to bring in an external bar with a Temporary Events Licence.  
 
03/24/15 Ellesmere Cricket Club  

(a) Residents’ Concern Regarding Noise  
Cllr P Jones provided feedback on communications with a concerned local resident. 
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The Clerk provided information on a further noise complaint from a local resident that had been 
received by the Town Council. The complaint concerned noise from music rehearsal and the resident 
asked for sound proofing to the structure.   
 
The Clerk also confirmed the details that the current premises licence allows for use of the Club from 
10am to 11pm and they are licenced for the supply of alcohol for live music and to play recorded 
music. 
 

03/24/16 80th D- Day Commemoration 
 

Members were asked for approval to pay £200.00 for the hire of the Porthywaen Silver Band and a 
further £100.00 to pay for the materials to light the beacon from the £500 budget. The local 
gentleman who built the beacon in 2022 will be providing his services to erect and light the beacon 
free of charge. 
 
 It was moved by Cllr G Hutchinson, Seconded by Cllr P Jones and, 

 
RESOLVED: to approve the payments for the D-D Commemorations.  
 

03/24/17 Road Closure Notice. 

  Road Closure:  Birch Road to Sandy Lane, Ellesmere 
  Start Date: 19th March 2024 

End Date: 21st March 2024 
  Works Promoter:   Shropshire Council 

Purpose: Pre-Dressing Patching Works approximately 99m2 
  Enforcement pattern for Birch Road to Sandy Lane, Ellesmere: Monday - Friday 08:00 - 17:00 

  Noted. 

03/24/18 Buckingham Palace Garden Party  

It was confirmed that the Chair of the Council, Cllr A Wignall has been nominated for consideration 
to receive an invitation to the Garden Party (as agreed by council via email on 20th February.) SALC 
will make the final selection. 

03/24/19 Future Agenda Items 
 
 Cllr J Mowl requested signage on Market Street to indicate that the pavements are unsuitable for 

mobility scooter use.   
 

Nothing further requested at this time. 
 
03/24/20 Future Meeting Dates 
   
  Monday 8th April 2024.  Town Council meeting at 7.15pm. 
 
03/24/21 Exclusion of Press and Public 
 
  It was moved by Cllr P Goulbourne, Seconded by Cllr L Woodbridge and, 
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 RESOLVED: that by the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and under Section 100 (A) of 

the Local Government Act 1992, the public and press be excluded for the remainder of the meeting 

for the following items of business on the grounds that they may involve the likely disclosure of 

confidential information as defined in the Acts. 

02/24/22 Confidential Minutes 

 

a) Ellesmere Town Council Meeting held on the 5th February 2024. 

 

 It was moved by Cllr P Goulbourne, Seconded by Cllr N Proffitt and, 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the Town Council meeting held on Monday 5th February 2024 be 
approved and signed by the Chair as a true record. 
 
(b)  Staffing and Governance Meeting held on Monday 5th February 2024. 
 
Item deferred to the Town Council meeting on Monday 8th April 2024. 

 
03/24/23 Grounds Maintenance Contract.   
 
 Members received an update on the ground’s maintenance contracts for the town and the 

Cemetery. 
 

RESOLVED: to give 6 months’ notice on the current contract and offer both contracts out for 
tender. 

 
03/24/24 BBC Radio Shropshire Make A Difference Awards 2024 
 
 Councillors considered nominations for the BBC Radio Shropshire Make a Difference Awards 2024.  
 

Cllrs P Goulbourne and J Mowl abstained from voting. 
 
03/24/25 Honorary Freeman/Freewoman Award  

  Councillors nominated individuals for consideration at the April Town Council meeting. 

03/24/13  Town Hall Working Group 

  (b) Members received a verbal report from the working group. 

 

  The Town Hall working group recommended that the Town Council: 

  (i) Obtain an up-to-date valuation of the building with a view to sell or lease. 

(ii) Carry out a site inspection of the Town Hall and then obtain costings for the upgrade of the 

building. 

(iii) Employ as buildings surveyor to carry out a conditions survey of the building. 

 

The Clerk updated the Council with costs that had been quoted to date of £750.00 to value the 

building and a further £750.00 to obtain a schedule of condition. 

 

It was moved by Cllr P Goulbourne, Seconded by Cllr G Hutchinson and, 
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RESOLVED: that agreement is given that the Town Hall Working Group can carry out the necessary 
surveys to the Town Hall prior to enable them to consider the sale or lease of the building. 
 

  The meeting closed at 9.07pm 

 

Mayor:  ………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Date:    …………………………… 
 

. 


