PRESENT:

04/24/01

04/24/02

Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held in Ellesmere Town Hall

Monday 8th April 2024 at 7.15pm.

Town Mayor (Chair):

Councillors:

Town Clerk and RFO:
Assistant Town Clerk and
Assistant RFO:

Unitary Councillor:
Members of the Public:
Press:

Police:

Public Participation Sess

Clir A Wignall

G Hutchinson, P Elner, P Goulbourne, A Weeks, N Proffitt, L
Woodbridge, M Hancock, ] Mowl, J Howard

Jo Butterworth
Gemma Whitley

1 (dual hatted)
3
1
0

ion.

A resident from Dudlesto

n Health attended the meeting to express her concerns regarding the

future of the building. She stated how important the building is to the community and to also
express her concerns for the staff.

To receive apologies and

reasons for absence.

Apologies were received from CllIr P Jones due to illness and Cllr H Anderton-Scofield due to family

commitments.

It was moved by Clir L Woodbridge, seconded by ClIr J Howard and,

RESOLVED: that the apol
approved.

ogies received from Clir P Jones and Clir H Anderton- Scofield - be

Disclosure of Personal and Prejudicial Interests.

Councillor Name

Item No.

Cllr ) Howard

Personal Interest in Item Number 10.
J Howard is a member of The Cellar
Church.

Cllr G Elner

Twin-hatted member declared a
personal interest in any matters
relating to the Town Council’s
relationship with Shropshire Council.

Clir A Wignall

Personal interest in item 7 (g),
Ellesmere Food and Warm Clothes
Sharing Project.
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04/24/03

Grant Dispensations.

Councillor Name Dispensation

Cllr G Elner Dispensation under section 33/2c
being in the interest of persons living
in the authority’s area allow
participation and voting on all
matters relating to Shropshire
Council for his term of office.

Clir A Wignall introduced Ed Andrews, Shropshire Council’s Country Parks and Heritage Sites
Manager who is seeking the views of Council on the proposed improvements to The Mere and the
Cremorne Gardens. Ed Andrews is also to be involved with Agenda Items 12 and 13 and Clir A
Wignall proposed moving Iltems 12 and 13 to immediately follow the presentation.

It was moved by Cllr A Wignall, seconded by Cllr G Hutchinson and,

RESOLVED: that Agenda Items 12 and 13 are moved to immediately follow on from Ed Andrews’
presentation.

Presentation from Ed Andrews, Shropshire County Council’s Country Parks and Heritage and Sites
Manager

Ed explained that he manages 26 sites across Shropshire with The Mere being busiest attracting
around 200,000 visitors per year. Ed has managed to secure funding through Shropshire Council
from the UK Share Prosperity Fund of just over £90,000 and £40,000 of that will be spent on the
Mere. Ed has reviewed signage at The Mere in terms of connecting the site with the Town and
encouraging visitors into the Town. He felt that existing links are strong however, the signage within
the Cremorne Gardens and green spaces surrounding The Mere is in poor condition and out of date
so some of the funding will be used to replace the signage.

The project will identify what existing information is available and create a new waymarked Mere
walk, highlighting elements that make The Mere special. The funding will also be used to rejuvenate
the shrub beds on the front of The Mere, to thin out the trees. Targeted reed removal is planned to
open the views by the benches and the reed beds will be thinned. Creation of a boardwalk through
the reeds was also discussed. Ed would like to work closely with the town council to deliver this
project.

Councillors expressed a need to improve the footpaths for use throughout the year and to increase
the number of drop curbs to increase accessibility.

Ed also reported that the Mere water quality is being monitored following the unusual algal bloom in
2023 and silt samples are being taken and analysed with the assistance of The Environment Agency.

Councillors raised the possibility of restoring the bandstand area. Ed suggested that this would be
ideally funded with Lottery Heritage money.

Ed would like to further discuss Mere Cottage as a potential public facing part of the visitor

experience and at a future meeting would like Councillors to consider what the Town Council would
like the building to be used for.
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04/24/12

04/24/13

04/04/04

04/24/05

Suspend Standing Orders

It was moved by Clir A Wignall, seconded by Clir G Hutchinson and,

RESOLVED: that Standing Orders be suspended to allow Ed Andrews to deliver a verbal report on
item 12, Jointly owned property and item 13, The Meres Advisory Board meeting held on
Wednesday 3" April 2024.

ITEMS 12 and 13 were moved forward as per earlier resolution.

Jointly Owned Property.

Ed Andrews recently attended a meeting with The Clerk and some Council members and presented
figures and income for the jointly owned assets of The Boathouse, the boathouses and Mere
Cottage. A further meeting will be held in May.

Meres Advisory Board.

Ed Andrews and ClIr G Elner provided feedback on a recent meeting with Shropshire Council
regarding funding the repairs needed at Mere Cottage. These are included in Shropshire Council’s
2024/2025 budget and Shropshire Council want to work with the Town Council to fund repairs and
return the building back to use. It was also reported that there may also be funding available to
upgrade the cameras for the Heron watch, which he is discussing with Shropshire Wildlife Trust.

Police Matters.
The Police report had not been received in time for the meeting.

Minutes.
(a) To read and confirm the minutes of the Town Council meeting held on Monday 4" March 2024.

It was moved by Clir J Mowl, Seconded by Cllr G Hutchinson and,

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the Town Council meeting on 4" March 2024 be approved and
signed by the Town Mayor as a true record.

Clir G Elner abstained from vote due to absence at the previous meeting.

(b) To note the minutes of the Staffing Sub-Committee Committee held on Friday 8" March 2024.
Noted.

(c) To note the minutes of the Planning and Infrastructure Committee held on Thursday 24" March.
Noted.

(d) To read and confirm the minutes of the Extra-ordinary meeting of the Town Council held on
Monday 18" March 2024.
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04/24/06

04/24/07

It was moved by ClIr G Hutchinson, Seconded by Clir A Weeks and,

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the Extraordinary Town Council meeting on 18" March 2024 be

approved and signed by the Town Mayor as a true record.

Clirs J Howard and G Elner abstained from the vote as they were absent from the meeting held

on the 18" March 2024.

Progress Meeting. Noted.

Finance

(a)Town Council Payments for February 2024.

Chqg/Bank Payments made February 2024

Payment Supplier Description Net Vat Gross Act
Fasterpay |Administration |Salaries February 24 8841.76 - 8841.76| LGA1972,5.112(2)
Fasterpay |Administration  |Attachment of earnings 100.00 - 100.00 | LGA 19725.112(2)
Ash Waste 10091 | 20.18 | 121.09
DD Services Bin collection TH FEB LGA 1972.5111
Duronic projector stand, projector and 41027 82.06 | 29233
Fasterpay |Amazon door handle LGA 19725111
Fasterpay |Amazon Screws 10.73 2.15 12.88 LGA 19725111
Balancc.e (,)f agreed fee for roof 9371.00 474.20 | 2845.20
Fasterpay |Andrew Downton |supervision LGA 19725111
Fasterpay [Barlows Fire Alarms 87.00 17.40 104.40 LGA1972 5111
Fasterpay |Barlows Fire Alarms 100.00 20.00| 120.00 LGA 19725111
Fasterpay E:':;:ere "™ |Grant payment 750.00 0.00 750.00 |LG(MP)A1976519(3)
DD Entanet Broadband 44.49 8.90| 53.39 LGA 19725111
DD Entanet PSTN Rental 15.00 3.00] 18.00 LGA 19725111
Fasterpay |Evans Leak and kitchen boiler call out 263.00 52.60] 315.60 LGA 19725111
Fasterpay |Evans Attend site due to no heating 85.50 17.10| 102.60 LGA 19725111
Fasterpay |David Kaiserman |Neighbourhhood fund training 462.80 0.00| 462.80
SO Groundforce Grounds Maint Contract 607.50 121.50( 729.00 LGA 1972,5.111
Harlequinn
. ) 708.33 - 708.33 LGS 1972,5111
Fasterpay |Service Gardening
Fasterpay |HMRC Administration 1505.11 1505.11 LGA 19725112 (2)
Fasterpay |[JDH Interim internal audit 360.00 72.00 | 432.00 LGA 19725111
Glasses for TH and groundorce postage ) 15.00
Fasterpay |J Butterworth refund 15.00 LGA1972 5111
Fasterpay |J Butterworth 2nd letter to Groundforce postage 7.35 - 7.35 LGA 1972 5111
Fasterpay|ICO Data protection fee 40.00 - 40.00 LGA 19725111
Fasterpay |[Maxwells 8x copies for the CWG 240 240 LGA 1972 5111
DD Opus Gas TH 918.42 183.68| 1102.10 LGA 1972, 5.133
DD Opus Electricity TH 889.96 177.99] 1067.95 LGA 1972,5.133
Fasterpay |Paperstone Statiionary 55.04 11.00[ 66.04 LGA 19725111
Fasterpay |paul Ashby Replace mortice lock on meeting room 60.00 12.00| 72.00 LGA 19725111
DD Peninsula Employment Services 155.33 29.34| 184.67 LGA 1972,5.111
DD Peninsula EAP Provisions 19.26 3.85( 23.11 LGA 1972,5111
DD Peninsula Employment Services 0.00 LGA 19725111
Fasterpay [Pestokil Pest control 126.12 25.22( 151.34 LGA 1894 58(1)1
Fasterpay |Project sy12 Weekly market cleaning fee 80.00 0.00| 80.00 Food Act 1984 S.51
Fasterpay |RA Faulkner Works to gate at Elson Park 212.70 42,54 255.24 LGA 19725111
Fasterpay |Ricoh Printers 99.74 19.95[ 119.69 LGA 19725111
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Fasterpay |Reliant 365 and apps January 0.00 LGA 19725111
R Supply of 3CX phone system including
Fasterpay [Reliant trunks 55.00 11.00| 66.00 LGA 1972 5111
Fasterpay |Reliant Cable repair 260.00 52.00| 312.00
Fasterpay [Screwfix 2 lever rebated lock 21,91 4.38[ 26.29 LGA 1972 5111
Shropshire
Fasterpay P . Admin for AOE 1.00 0.00[ 1.00 LGA 19725112 (2)
Council
Shropshire .
Fasterpay . . Pensions 2375.95 - 2375.95 | LGA1972,5.112(2)
Council Pensions
Technical
Fasterpay ) CCTV 2962.61| 592.52 | 3555.13 LGA RA 1997
Services
Fasterpay |Waterplus Cs St Toilets 245.35 - 245.35 PHA 19365.125
Fasterpay |Waterplus TH water 150.46 - 150.46 PHA1936, s125
Total 25577.00 | 2056.56 | 27633.56

It was moved by ClIr L Woodbridge, Seconded by Clir G Hutchinson and,

RESOLVED: that the Town Council payments for February 2024, be approved, confirmed, and
signed.

(b) Cemetery Working Group Payments for February 2024

Chq/Bank Payments made January 2024

Payment Supplier Description Net Vat Gross Act
) Groundforce Ltd Swan Hill Grounds Maint 1120.83 | 224.17 | 1345.00 LGA1972,5.214(6)
Fasterpay |Bowen Son & Watson Management Fee 71.88 14.38 86.26 LGA1972,5.214(6)
Fasterpay |Dulson and James Inv 1154 400.00 80.00 480.00 LGA1972,5.214(6)
Total 1592.71 | 238.55 | 1911.26

It was moved by Clir G Elner, Seconded by ClIr L Woodbridge and,

RESOLVED: that the Cemetery Working Group payments for February 2024 be approved,
confirmed, and signed.

(c) TSB Number 1 Account.

It was moved by Clir P Goulbourne, Seconded by G Hutchinson and,
RESOLVED: that the balance of £26,802.10 be moved from the No. 1 TSB account to CCLA.

(d) Cross Street Toilets.

Cross Street public toilets have been the subject of further acts of vandalism and there have also
been issues with the standard of cleaning and communication provided by the current contractor.
The contractor has written to inform the Council that there is to be an increase of 9.7% on their
charges following the increase of minimum wage effective from 1°* April 2024. The current contract
of £8,450.00 will increase to £9,262.65.

This is a specialist service that only a couple of companies offer, as is the contract for coinbox and
electric door maintenance as well as daily cleaning. The Clerk had been in contact with another
company offering the service who are not increasing their charges following the minimum wage
increase and they have quoted £8,700.00 to provide the same level of service. Members agreed to
contact other councils that use the company for references and if they are satisfactory, they give
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permission for the Clerk to give 2 months’ notice to Healthmatic and instruct the other company.

It was moved by Clir P Goulbourne, Seconded by Clir L Woodbridge and,

RESOLVED: Subject to satisfactory references that two months’ notice be given to Healthmatic to
terminate their current contract and to award the contract for the cleaning and maintenance of

the Cross Street toilets to the other company. The other company was DANFO.

It was reported that CCTV footage of the recent incident of vandalism have been viewed and are
being followed up by the police.

(e) Grounds Maintenance Contracts.

The decision was made at the March Council meeting was to write and give six months’ notice for
the termination of the ground’s maintenance contact with Groundforce. The current contractor
has since ceased trading and the contract has now been put out to tender with works to
commence on the 13" May. Tenders will be considered at the May meeting.

(f) Shropshire Council Environmental Maintenance Grants.

Grants of £1,500.00 per annum available. Applicants must provide match funding and works can
only be undertaken on Shropshire Council land and must demonstrate value for money. Works
must also demonstrate how their use of the grant will contribute to supporting Shropshire
Council’s status as a Level 3 Asset Management Authority. Applications must be submitted by
10" May 2024.

Council requested The Clerk speak with Ed Andrews to identify a project that could benefit from
this grant.

It was moved by Clir A Wignall, Seconded by Clir L Woodbridge and,

RESOLVED: that the Clerk contacts Ed Andrews to investigate further if any current projects would
benefit from additional funding and reports back to Council via email due to the deadline.

5 ClIrs for, 3 against and 1 abstained.

(g) Grant Applications.

Grants applications have been received from the following organisations:-

(i) Ellesmere Cricket Club. Application for a grant to purchase a shipping container to use for
a ladies changing room and a storage area. Following redevelopment of the cricket
pavilion the container would then be repurposed as a storage facility.

It was moved by Clir G Elner, Seconded by Clir M Hancock and,

RESOLVED: that a grant of £500.00 be awarded to Ellesmere Cricket Club.

(i) Yarn Bombers. Application for funding for a metal frame to support a knitted Christmas
tree to be located at Our Space. The total cost of the frame is approximately £1,000.00.
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04/24/08

It was moved by ClIr A Wignall, Seconded by ClIr P Goulbourne and,

RESOLVED: that a grant of £500.00 be awarded to the Yarn Bombers.

(iii) Ellesmere Food and Warm Clothes Sharing Project. Currently service 100 families per
week. Application for a grant of £1,000.00.

It was moved by ClIr P Goulbourne, Seconded by Clir ) Howard and,

RESOLVED: that a grant of £1,000.00 be awarded to Ellesmere Food and Warm Clothes
Sharing Project.

Clirs A Wignall and G Hutchinson did not vote.

(h) Moveable Wall Service.

The annual service for the movable wall at the Town Hall has been booked at a cost of £325.00 +
VAT.

Noted.

(i) Legionella Risk Assessment on Ellesmere Town Hall and Cross Street Toilets.

Recent works in the toilets at the Town Hall identified that the current hot water system is
potentially a risk for the development of Legionella. A full Legionella risk assessment was last
carried out in 2018 the recommendations of which were to remove the water tank above the
main hall and to change the taps to allow the regulation of water temperature. Following the
implementation of these recommendations only water temperature tests would need to be
carried out in future.

The Clerk consulted with the Chair of Finance, it was agreed to have a full Legionella Risk
Assessment carried out on both the Town Hall and the Cross Street toilets with funding from the
Health and Safety budget. The cost for the town hall is £504.00 and for the Cross Street toilets
£216.00.

Noted.

Policies & Procedures.

To review and adopt the Planning Pre-Application Policy. This policy was adopted in 2020 and
last reviewed and updated in 2022.

It was moved by Clir G Hutchinson, Seconded by ClIr P Goulbourne and,

RESOLVED: that the Planning Pre-Application Policy be adopted.
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04/24/09

04/24/10

Planning:
(a) Planning Applications for consideration:

Reference: 24/01049/LBC.
Address: Red Lion Hotel, 18 Church Street, Ellesmere, Shropshire, SY12 OHD.
Proposal: Removal and replacement of a number of existing windows.

It was moved by Clir G Hutchinson, Seconded by ClIr P Goulbourne and,

RESOLVED: to support planning application with no further comments.

(b) Planning Applications for information only.

Planning Decisions. For information only.

Reference: 24/00775/FUL.

Address: Sans Souci, Grange Road, Ellesmere, Shropshire, SY12 9DJ

Proposal: Demolition of existing substandard dwelling, garage and associated works, replaced with
new dwelling and associated works.

Decision: Grant Permission.

Ellesmere Town Hall  ClIr J Howard left the room

(a) Consultation.

Following the conclusion of the public consultation, comments have been circulated to Council and
the request for more detailed information noted. Councillors agree that a detailed written
statement needs to be issued and made widely available prior to holding a public meeting. The Clerk
will check availability in the Town hall diary and confirm a date.

It was moved by Clir A Wignall, Seconded by Clir P Goulbourne and,

RESOLVED: to prepare a statement of costings for the Town Hall and to hold a Public Meeting
in the last week of April.

(b) Level 3 Building Survey.
Three quotes for Level 3 Buildings Surveys of the Town Hall had been obtained as follows:

Company 1 £950.00 + VAT
Company 2 £970.00 + VAT
Company 3 £1,750.00 + VAT

It was moved by Clir G Hutchinson, Seconded by ClIr A Wignall and,

RESOLVED: to accept the quote from Company 1, which was Andrew Downton (BSC) Building
Surveying.

(c) Building Valuation.

The Town Hall was last valued in 2021. Two companies provided quotes for the valuation of the
Town Hall as follows:
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04/24/11

04/24/14

04/24/15

04/24/16

04/24/17

Company 1 £750.00 + VAT
Company 2 £325.00 + VAT

It was moved by ClIr P Goulbourne, Seconded by Clir G Elner and,

RESOLVED: that the contract for the valuation of the Town Hall be awarded to Company 2 which
was Bowens.

Cllr ) Howard rejoined the meeting.

Car Parking request from Ellesmere Primary School.

Council received a request from Ellesmere Primary School to allow school drop off and pick up
parking to take place at the Beech Grove recreation ground carpark. Following discussion with the
Clerk the school were made aware that due to the single lane entry to these areas this would
represent a significant health and safety issue. Ellesmere Primary School are seeking further
suggestions to relieve the pressure on the roads in the immediate vicinity of the school. Cllr G Elner
confirmed that a project to introduce traffic calming measures over the bridge adjacent to the
school is imminent and the introduction of a lay-by on Trimpley Street for coach drop off is being
considered with a crossing at the end of Cambria Avenue.

It was moved by Clir G Hutchinson, Seconded by Clir G Elner and,

RESOLVED: that the request from Ellesmere Primary School to utilise the Rangers Football car park
for a school drop off and collection area be denied.

Clir A Wignall abstained from voting.

Ellesmere Cricket Club Topsoil Enquiry.

In March, Council agreed (via email on the 19™ March) for 10 loads of topsoil could be delivered to
the Cricket Ground from the former Scott’s Victoria Garage site. A soil report had been received and
checked by Cllr M Hancock and can confirm that the soil is not contaminated before the soil was
moved.

Bus Shelter on Oswestry Road.

The Clerk updated Council that following an accident the bus shelter outside Lakelands School has
been removed and made electrically safe and a quote for the installation of a new shelter has been
obtained. A claim against the drivers insurance company has been started.

Future Agenda Items.

The front door lock to the Town Hall.

Future Meeting Dates

Public Consultation in the last week of April. Date to be confirmed.
Wednesday 1%t May 2024. Annual Meeting of Electors at 6pm.
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04/24/18

04/24/19

04/24/20

04/24/21

Tuesday 7" May 2024. Town Council meeting at 7.15pm. (Since the meeting this date been
corrected and is on the Thursday 9*" May, as agreed at the May meeting in 2023).

Exclusion of Press and Public

It was moved by Clir P Goulbourne, Seconded by Cllr M Hancock and,

RESOLVED: that by the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and under Section 100 (A) of
the Local Government Act 1992, the public and press be excluded for the remainder of the meeting
for the following items of business on the grounds that they may involve the likely disclosure of
confidential information as defined in the Acts.

Confidential Minutes.
a) Ellesmere Town Council Meeting held on the 4*" March 2024.

It was moved by Clir A Wignall, Seconded by Cllr M Hancock and,

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the Town Council meeting held on Monday 4" March 2024 be
approved and signed by the Town Mayor as a true record once amended at Item 03/24/13 to state
that Clir J Howard left the room.

(b) Staffing and Governance Meeting held on Monday 5 February 2024. Noted.

(c) Staffing and Governance Meeting held on Friday 8" March 2024. Noted.

Honorary Freeman/Freewoman Award.

Councillors submitted proposals for this award at the March Town Council meeting.
It was moved by ClIr P Goulbourne, Seconded by Clir A Wignall and,

RESOLVED: that the new Honorary Freewoman 2024 would be invited to the Annual Meeting of
Electors.

Clir J Mowl abstained from voting.

It was moved by Clir A Wignall, Seconded by Clir J Mowl and,

RESOLVED: that the new Honorary Freeman 2024 would be invited to the Annual Meeting of
Electors.

Planning Enforcement Case.

The Clerk gave the Committee details of a local breach in Planning enforcement which is under
investigation. Noted.
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It was moved by G Hutchinson, Seconded by P Goulbourne and,

RESOLVED: that Council end the closed session

The meeting closed at 8.40pm

MAYOK: et et et e s e e e
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