Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held in Ellesmere Town Hall

Monday 5th February 2024 at 7.15pm.

PRESENT: Town Deputy Mayor (Chair):  Cllr G Hutchinson

Councillors: G Elner, P Goulbourne, P Jones, A Weeks, N Proffitt, L Woodbridge,
M Hancock, ] Mowl

Town Clerk and RFO: Jo Butterworth
Assistant Town Clerk and

Assistant RFO: Gemma Whitley
Admin Assistant Vicky Martin
Unitary Councillor: 1 (dual hatted)
Members of the Public: 1

Press: 1

Police: 0

Public Participation Session.

No matters raised.

02/24/01 To receive apologies and reasons for absence.

Apologies were received from ClIr J Howard, Clir A Wignall and Clir H Anderton all due to family
commitments.

It was moved by ClIr P Goulbourne, seconded by Clir G Hutchinson and,

RESOLVED: that the apologies received from Clir ] Howard and Clir A Wignall and Clir H Anderton -

be approved.
02/24/02 Disclosure of Personal and Prejudicial Interests.
Councillor Name ltem No
Clir P Jones Personal interest in ltem Number 11,

Club Secretary of ECC. P Jones wife is
also the architect providing the plans
for the new cricket pavilion, she is not
charging for this service.

Clir G Elner Twin-hatted member declared a
personal interest in any matters
relating to the Town Council’s
relationship with Shropshire Council.

02/24/03 Grant Dispensations.

Councillor Name Dispensation
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02/04/04

02/24/05

02/24/06

02/24/07

02/24/08

Cllr G Elner Dispensation under section 33/2c
being in the interest of persons living
in the authority’s area allow
participation and voting on all
matters relating to Shropshire
Council for his term of office.

Grant Awards
Ellesmere in Bloom were due to receive their cheque however no representatives attended the
meeting. The Clerk will ensure that they receive their grant award.

Police Matters

Apologies received from PCSO K Hogg, PSCO T Walker and PSCO P Roberts who were unable to
attend the meeting. Cllr G Hutchinson read a report to council regarding crime figures for January. A
total of 92 incidents were recorded.

Burglary (Business)
Burglary (Residential)
Shoplifting

Theft (not vehicle)
Theft (from a vehicle)
Theft (of a vehicle)
Assaults

Nuisance

Personal

Harassment & Stalking
Public Order

Crime Listed

w kW 0 P 00N P, N NN PR

Criminal Damage
Noted.

Minutes.
It was moved by Clir P Goulbourne, Seconded by Clir P Jones and,

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the Town Council meeting on 15th January 2024 be approved
and signed by the Deputy Town Mayor as a true record.

Clir Mow!I abstained from voting due to absence at the previous meeting.

Progress Report.

Noted.

Planning

(a) Planning Applications for Consideration. There were no applications to consider.
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(b) Planning Applications for Information Only.
Reference: 24/00090/CPL
Address: 7 Lime, Close, Ellesmere, Shropshire.
Proposal: Lawful Development certificate for proposed removal of existing garage doors
and windows and replacement with match brickwork and window in association with
conversion of garage to living accommodation.

Reference: 23/05193/DIS

Address: Proposed Barn Conversion at The Cross, Ellesmere, Shropshire.

Proposal: Discharge of conditions 3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11,12,13,20 for the change of use of barn
to dwelling house (as approved under ref: 22/00824/FUL) to include an extension, erection
of a home-office, creation of a new access and associated works relating to 23/00787/FUL.

Cllr G ElIner commented that we should be informed what the conditions are and take note
of the Town Councils comments Cllr Mowl commented that the Council should be informed
as to the reasons for the removal of the conditions.

Noted.

(c) Planning Decisions. For information only
Reference: 23/05147/0UT.
Address: Proposed Dwelling North Of 1, Stanham Drive, Ellesmere, Shropshire.
Proposal: Outline planning application (to include matters of access) for the erection of 1
no. dwellinghouse and associated works.
Decision: Refuse.

Refusal of planning on the concerns of the effects on a Grade Il Listed building and due to
the proposed shared driveway access.

Reference: 23/04405/FUL.

Address: Blackwater Meadow Marina, Birch Road, Ellesmere, Shropshire
Proposal: Siting of additional 23no. timber clad caravans

Decision: Withdrawn.

Noted.

(d) Neighbourhood Plan
After much discussion it was agreed to speak to other councils that have Neighbourhood
Plans submitted and awaiting approval to ask them about their experience of the process
involved.

It was moved by Cllr G Hutchinson, Seconded by Cllr M Hancock and,

RESOLVED: that the decision to go ahead with a Neighbourhood Plan to be deferred
whilst more information is gathered.
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02/24/09 Finance
(@) Town Council Payments for December 2023 for the Unity trust, TSB No.1, TSB
Neighbourhood Fund, Santander and Insignis accounts.

TSB No 1Chq/Bank Payments made Dec 2023
Payment Supplier Description Net Vat Gross Act

LOMPIEtE ROOTTTTE
Fasterpay [Systems Roof installment 3199360( 63872 3830232 L6A 198258(1)

TSB Neighbourhood Fund Acc Chq/Bank Payments made Dec 2023

Payment Supplier Description Net Vat Gross Act
Blackwater Contribution for Tetchill 600.00 - 600.00(PHA 1936 5260(1)
Fasterpay Meadow Brook Clearout
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Chq/Bank Payments made Dec 2023

Payment Supplier Description Net Vat Gross Act
Fasterpay |Administration Salaries including backpay 12611.70 - 12611.70 LGA1972,5.112(2)
Fasterpay |Amazon Magic Sponge Cleaning 4.79 0.96 5.75 LGA1972 5111
Fasterpay |Ash Waste Services Skip Emptied TH 85.09 17.02 102.11 LGA1972s111
Fasterpay [Border Janitorial Cleaning materials 81.97 16.39 98.36 LGA1972s111
Fasterpay [Border Janitorial Cleaning materials 63.72 12.74 76.46 LGA 1972.5111
Fasterpay |Barlows PAT Test 237.50 47.50 285.00 LGA 1972.5111
Fasterpay |Barlows Annual fire alarm and light maint 379.90 75.98 455.88 LGA 1972.5111
DD EE Clerks Mobile 18.00 3.6 21.60 LGA 1972.5111
Fasterpay |Ellesmere COC Window competition money 2023 30.00 30.00 LGA 19725139
DD Entranet Broadband 44.49 8.90 53.39 LGA 1972,5.111
LGA(FP)1963,S.5
LGA 1972,5.111
DD Entranet PSTN Rental 15.00 3.00 18.00
LGA(FP)1963,S.5
SO Groundforce Grounds Maintenance Nov 23 607.50 121.50 729.00 LGA 1972,5.111
Fasterpay |Harlequin Grounds maint 1.11-30.11.23 708.33 708.33 LGA 1972.5111
Fasterpay [HMRC PAYE/NI Nov 23 1755.30 - 1755.30 LGA1972,5.112(2)
Fasterpay |Highline Electricl Ltd Annual Survey 300.00 60.00 360.00 LGA 1972s.111
Fasterpay |HMCTS JH COSTS 100.00 100.00
DD Opus GasTH 712.65 142.53 855.18 LGA 1972,S.133
DD Opus Electric TH 645.71 129.14 774.85 LGA 1972,5.133
Fasterpay [Paperstone Stationary 60.16 12.03 72.19 LGA 1972.5111
DD Peninsula Provision of EAP 19.26 3.85 23.11 LGA 1972,5.111
Fasterpay |PHS Group Monthly agreement 72.68 14.54 87.22 PHA 1936 S87
Fasterpay|Project SY12 Weekly market cleaning fee 80.00 80.00 Food Act 1984 S50
Fasterpay |Reliant Ltd 252521365 Licence & Web hosting 102.07| 2041 122.48 LGA 1972,5.111
DD Ricoh UK Ltd Printers 99.44 19.89 119.33 LGA 1972,S.111
Fasterpay [SAS Electrical RCBO for town Christmas Tree 94.23 18.85 113.08 LGA 1972.5111
DD Shropshire Council Joint energy costs 23/24 3rd QTR 604.38| 120.88 725.26 LGA 1972,5.111
Fasterpay |Shropshire Council Administration for HMCRTS 1.00 - 1.00 LGA 19725112(2)
Shropshire Council . N
Fasterpay . Pensions Dec 23 3471.36 - 3471.36 LGA1972,5.112(2)
Pensions
Fasterpay [SLCC Practical Compliance CCTV 30.00 6.00 36.00 LGA 1972.5111
Fasterpay [SLCC Memberhip fee 288.00 288.00 LGA 1972.5111
Fasterpay |Town Council Neighbourhood Fund 2022/2023 28855.76 28855.76 LGA 1972.5111
Fasterpay |Turtle Engineering De Fib Pads for Powerheart G3 45.77 9.16 54.93 LGA 1972.5111
DD Waterplus Cross street supply 124.59 - 124.59 PHA 1386 S125
Fasterpay [Waterplus Town Hall supply 208.74 208.74 LGA 19725.125
Fasterpay |Zip Water Heater Sevice for Hydroboil 220.50 44.10 264.60 LGA 1972,5.111
Unity Trust Bank Charges 18.00 18.00 LGA 1972s.111
Santander Acc Chq/Bank Payments made Dec 2023
Payment Supplier Description Net Vat Gross Act
122717.18 - 122717.18|LGA 1972 S111
Fasterpay Transfer Transfer to TSB 1 Acc
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Insignis Acc Chq/Bank Payments made Dec 2023

Payment Supplier Description Net Vat Gross Act
Fasterpay Insignis Fees November 2023 8.34 - 8.34 LGA 19725111
Fasterpay Insginis Fees October 2023 8.62 8.62 LGA 19725111
Fasterpay Insignis Fees Sept 23 8.34 8.34 LGA 19725111
Fasterpay Insignis Fees August 2023 2.78 2.78 LGA 19725111
It was moved by Clir P Goulbourne, Seconded by Clir P Jones and,
RESOLVED: that the payments for December 2023 for the Unity trust, TSB No.1, TSB
Neighbourhood fund, Santander and Insignis accounts, be approved, confirmed, and
signed.
(b) Cemetery Working Group Payments for December 2023.
Chq/Bank Payments made Dec 2023
Payment Supplier Description Net Vat Gross Act
o) Groundforce Ltd Swan Hill Grounds Maint 1120.83 224.17 | 1345.00 LGA1972,5.214(6)
Fasterpay |Bowen Son & Watson [Management Fee 71.88 14.38 86.26 LGA1972,5.214(6)
TRF Unity Trust Cem Co Ord Costs Sept 23 737.51 - 737.51 LGA 1972.5111
TRF Unity Trust Cem Co Ord Costs Oct 23 728.32 - 728.32 LGA 1972.5111
TRF Unity Trust Cem Co Ord Costs Nov 23 688.01 - 688.01 LGA 1972.5111
TRF Unity Trust Cem Co Ord Costs Dec 23 1213.39 - 1213.39 LGA 1972.5111

(c)

(d)

It was moved by Clir P Goulbourne, Seconded by Cllr M Hancock and,
RESOLVED: that the payments for December 2023 be approved, confirmed, and signed.

Neighbourhood Fund 2023/2024

To note that £25,523.39 will be received on or around 26%™ April 2024.

Rialtas Year End Schemes

Year End Schemes Bronze (1 Year) £868

Silver (2 Years) £853

Gold (3 Years) £825
The Clerk reported that the Town Council has been happy with the year-end closedown
service provided to date and that it is unlikely that there will be a change to the package
used.

It was moved by Clir P Goulbourne, Seconded by Clir A Weeks and,

RESOLVED: to remain with Rialtas under their Gold Year End Scheme.
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02/24/10

02/24/11

(e) Internal Audit Scheme

Members received a copy of the Internal Audit report with the agenda. They took on
board the Internal Auditors comments and recommendations which will be followed up
accordingly.

() VAT Advice

The Clerk had received advice that due to the roof works costing less than originally
anticipated that it may now be possible to claim the VAT back if using the 7-year average
calculation. In order to do this, partial VAT exemption calculations need to be carried out for
2022/2023 and 2023/2024. Expert Steve Parkinson had conducted the initial 7-year average
calculation up to 2022 and had quoted £440 plus VAT to complete the newly required
calculations.

It was moved by ClIr P Goulbourne, Seconded by Clir P Jones and,

RESOLVED: to instruct VAT specialist Steve Parkinson to conduct the partial VAT
exemption calculation.

Policies & Procedures. To review and adopt the following Policies and Procedures.

(a) Financial Regulations

Members were informed that the thresholds for public procurement changed on the 1t January
2024,

It was moved by ClIr P Goulbourne, Seconded by Clir M Hancock and,
RESOLVED: to adopt the updated Financial Regulations.

(b) Training Policy

Members reviewed the policy.
It was moved by Clir ] Mowl, Seconded by ClIr L Woodbridge and,
RESOLVED: to adopt the Training policy.

Ellesmere Cricket Club Clir P Jones left the room.

(a) Lease Extension

(i) The Town Clerk informed the Council that she had received an email from a resident who lives
close to the Cricket Club who has experienced excessive noise and subsequent hooliganism following
previous events held at the Club and is asking what measures the Town Council will insist on to
guarantee that noise and disturbance is kept within reasonable limits once the Club is hiring the new
venue out for more events.
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Councillors confirmed that Shropshire Council’s guidance on noise disturbance was to be adhered to.
The Clerk is to find out Shropshire Council’s rules and regulations regarding the noise levels at public
functions.

If the Cricket Club are not already a licence holder when the premises licence is applied for this is
where the stipulations for events can be made and Members can ask to be made aware of the
timings for events to ensure that they are happy with the conditions of the licence. The Clerk is to
investigate if the Cricket Club already hold a premises licence and the conditions of the licence will
be reported back to council.

It was moved by ClIr G Hutchinson, Seconded by ClIr P Goulbourne and,

RESOLVED: to review the conditions of the Cricket Club’s premises licence regarding the timing
of events whilst granting permission for the Club to hire the premises out for functions and
meetings.

(ii) The Clerk informed the Members that the Lease is in the process of being extended to 100 years,
a decision is needed on whether to draw up new Heads of Terms or to renew the Heads of Terms on
the basis of the last lease drafted 10 years ago, with the addition of hiring the premises out for
community functions. The Lease already contains a clause stipulating that the permission of the
Council must be sought before any works are carried out.

It was moved by Clir G Hutchinson, Seconded by Clir P Goulbourne and,

RESOLVED: to keep the Terms of the lease as set out in the 2010 lease agreement with an
additional clause to allow the building to be hired out for functions.

(b) Proposed Works to the Cricket Ground

The Town Council owns Ellesmere Cricket Ground which it leases to ECC. The Cricket Club were
seeking approval in principle to carry out work on their land if they are successful with a planning
application, which is yet to be submitted to Shropshire Council. Members considered the proposal to
carry out works on their land. Please note that at this stage the plans themselves were not being
considered this will happen at a later date when the Town Council are consulted on the full and
detailed application.

Proposed Works:

New cricket pavilion.

Levelling of the playing and surrounding areas.

Installation of drainage to the entire area.

Construction of a new cricket square consisting of 10 match wickets.
Creation of a car park.

Installation of 3 lane enclosed netting practise facility.

Relocation of containers, erection of machine shed and cladding to match pavilion.
Removal of Hedge and installation of a perimeter fence.

Permanent enclosure of score board.

Removal of 2 trees in far right hand corner.

Some members of the Council and the Clerk had conducted a site visit earlier in the January.

It was moved by Clir G Hutchinson, Seconded by Clir P Goulbourne and,
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02/24/12

02/24/13

02/24/14

RESOLVED: to approve in principle for works to be carried out at Ellesmere Cricket Club.
Clir P Jones rejoined the meeting.

Emergency Action Group

Members to consider forming an Emergency Action Group to coordinate the community response to
the risks faced as a community.

It was moved by ClIr P Goulbourne, Seconded by Cllr G Hutchinson and,

RESOLVED: to form an Emergency Action Group to be able to respond to emergencies facing the
community.

Events Liaison Group

Following the initial meeting of the Events Liaison Group to organise the Town activities for the 80"
Anniversary of D-Day. The Clerk provided a brief summary of the proposed activities to
commemorate the event.

Timings for the Commemoration Service

18.30 Bellringing at St. Mary’s.

19.30 Short service held at the War Memorial for the laying of the wreaths and minutes silence.
19.45 Start of Commemoration Service.

20.30 End of Service and Refreshments.

21.00 Move outside to the church yard to lay boats and attend lighting of the Beacon.

21.10 The crowd will be addressed.

21.15 The Beacon will be lit, taking part in the National Beacon.

Activities will all take place at St. Mary’s Church starting with participation in the national bell ringing
at 6.30pm followed by a church service conducted by Rev Pat Hakins, when local children will be
asked to participate with the reading of poems. Both the Primary and Lakelands are looking to hold a
poetry competition with the winner being selected to carry out the reading during the service. The
Porthywaen Silver Band have also been contacted with a view to them performing during the
service.

To represent the scale of the D-Day landings the residents of the town are to be asked to make a
representation of a boat on a stick which will then be placed within the church yard area around a
larger boat installation to be created by Fizz Gigs. Project SY12 are to sponsor Fizz Gigs for the
creation of the installation. An appeal will be made to residents, youth groups and the schools to
create 4000 boats.

The evening will conclude with the congregation leading out of the church to put the boats in the
ground and the lighting of the beacon that was made for the Queens Jubilee.

The Royal British Legion have stated that it is important not to overly commemorate this particular
event as it marks the start of the end of WW2 and further events will be following.

The Cellar Church
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12/14/15

02/24/16

02/24/17

02/24/18

02/24/19

02/24/20

The Clerk read out a request from The Cellar Church to fix a small projector to the ceiling of the Main
Hall at the Town Hall. The projector would be paid for and installed by the Cellar Church and would
remain for their sole use.

Concern was raised about damage to the projector considering the use of the Main Hall for other
events and potential for damage during Youth Group activities. It was believed that it would only be
a matter of time before the projector was damaged or broken.

The Clerk informed the Members that a trolley has been purchased to site projectors safely within
the hall and power leads are covered to prevent trip hazards to health and safety is not an issue
when the projector is in use.

It was moved by ClIr P Goulbourne, Seconded by Clir M Hancock and,

RESOLVED: Council declined the request from The Cellar Church to mount a projector from the

ceiling of the main hall due to the concern of the potential for equipment damage from other town
hall users.

Slow Ways

The Clerk read out an invitation from Slow Ways who are looking for promotion of the National
Walking network and the creation of Slow Ways and are asking Councillors to check the routes
within the Ellesmere area and to promote them to residents and to provide feedback.

It was moved by Clir G Elner, Seconded by ClIr P Goulbourne and,

RESOLVED: to support and promote the creation of Slow Ways within Ellesmere.

New Post Box

To note that the new post box is to be installed at the bottom of Swan Hill next to the bench.

Noted.

Road Closure Notice

High Street, Ellesmere from 12th February 2024 to 16th February 2024, for the purpose of installing
a manhole outside Ellesmere Hotel. This is to give greater access to the town drainage system
following recent flooding issues within the town.

Future Agenda Items

Nothing requested at this time.

Future Meeting Dates

Monday 4" March 7.15pm.

Exclusion of Press and Public

It was moved by Clir P Goulbourne, Seconded by Clir M Hancock and,
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01/24/21

02/24/22

RESOLVED: that by the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and under Section 100 (A) of
the Local Government Act 1992, the public and press be excluded for the remainder of the meeting
for the following items of business on the grounds that they may involve the likely disclosure of
confidential information as defined in the Acts.

Approval of Absence

The Clerk reported that a request has been received from Councillor H Anderton -Schofield to have
six months leave from Council with immediate effect.

It was moved by ClIr G Elner, Seconded by ClIr L Woodbridge and,
RESOLVED: to approve the request for six months leave.

Grounds Maintenance Contract

The Council discussed the current contract.

The meeting closed at 8.21pm

MAYOF: et et st e s es et s r s
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