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Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held in Ellesmere Town Hall  

Monday 15th January 2024 at 7.15pm. 

 

PRESENT:   Town Deputy Mayor (Chair): Cllr G Hutchinson 

 

Councillors: G Elner, P Goulbourne, P Jones, A Weeks, H Anderton-Schofield, J 
Howard, N Proffitt, L Woodbridge 

 

   Town Clerk and RFO:  Jo Butterworth 

   Assistant Town Clerk and    

Assistant RFO:   Gemma Whitley 

Admin Assistant  Victoria Martin 

    

Unitary Councillor:  1 (dual hatted) 

Members of the Public:  4 

Press:    0 

Police:    1 

 
Public Participation Session. 
3 Members from Ellesmere Rural Parish Council attended the meeting to address their concerns 
regarding Tetchill Brook and flooding in the town/hinterlands.  The Clerk advised that this item was 
on the agenda for discussion at Item 12. 
 

01/24/01 To receive apologies and reasons for absence.   
Apologies were received from Cllr M Hancock due to work commitments, Cllr A Wignall due to family 
commitments and Cllr J Mowl had emailed that she was away. 

 
It was moved by Cllr G Elner, seconded by Cllr P Goulbourne and 
RESOLVED: that the apologies received from Cllr M Hancock and Cllr A Wignall and Cllr J Mowl - be 

approved. 

01/24/02 Disclosure of Personal and Prejudicial Interests.   

  Councillor Name Item No 

Cllr P Jones Item Number 13, Club Secretary of 
ECC. 

 Cllr G Elner Twin-hatted member declared a 
personal interest in any matters 
relating to the Town Council’s 
relationship with Shropshire Council. 
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01/24/03 Grant Dispensations.    

Councillor Name Dispensation 

Cllr G Elner  Dispensation under section 33/2c 
being in the interest of persons living 
in the authority’s area allow 
participation and voting on all 
matters relating to Shropshire 
Council for his term of office. 

01/24/04 Police Matters. 

a) January Safer Neighbourhood Team Newsletter. Noted. 
 

b) Police Report.  
PCSO Roberts read a report to council regarding crime figures for December. 

   Burglary    1 

   RTC    1 

   Vehicle Crime   2 

   Highways    12 

   Assaults   3 

   Domestic   1 

   Concerns for Safety   23 

   Anti Social Behaviour  16 

   Suspicious Circumstances 6 

   Criminal Damage  2 

   Theft    2 Noted. 

 The Director of Project SY12 was present so it was agreed to move Item number 19 forward and to 

 suspend Standing Orders so he could deliver his monthly report in person and answer any relevant

 questions. 

 It was moved by Cllr P Goulbourne, seconded by Cllr G Elner and 

 RESOLVED: that Item 19 be moved forward. 

 FURTHER RERSOLVED:  that standing orders be suspended so that a verbal report could be given. 

01/24/19 Ellesmere Market Hall Monthly Report.  

 Council received a verbal update based on the Market Hall report which had been circulated earlier. 

 It was moved by Cllr P Goulbourne, seconded by Cllr G Elner and 

 RESOLVED: that standing orders be resumed. 
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01/24/05 Minutes.  

 a) It was moved by Cllr P Jones, Seconded by Cllr A Weeks and 

 RESOLVED: that the minutes of the Town Council meeting on 4th December 2023 be approved 
and signed by the Deputy Town Mayor as a true record. 
 
b) Members noted the minutes of the Finance Asset and Resources meeting held on Monday 18th 
December.  Noted. 
 

01/24/06 Progress Report. Noted. 

01/24/07 Finance/Contracts. 

(a) Town Council Payments for December 2023 

Fasterpay Border Janitorial Cleaning materials 81.97 16.39 98.36 LGA1972 s111

Fasterpay Border Janitorial Cleaning materials 63.72 12.74 76.46 LGA 1972.S111

Fasterpay Barlows PAT Test 237.50 47.50      285.00 LGA 1972.S111

Fasterpay Barlows Annual fire alarm and light maint 379.90 75.98      455.88 LGA 1972.S111

DD EE Clerks Mobile 18.00 3.6 21.60 LGA 1972.S111

Fasterpay Ellesmere COC Window competition money 2023 30.00 30.00 LGA 1972 S139

DD Entranet Broadband 44.49 8.90 53.39
LGA 1972,S.111 

LGA(FP)1963,S.5

DD Entranet PSTN Rental 15.00 3.00 18.00
LGA 1972,S.111 

LGA(FP)1963,S.5

SO Groundforce Grounds Maintenance Nov 23 607.50 121.50 729.00 LGA 1972,S.111

Fasterpay Harlequin Grounds maint 1.11-30.11.23 708.33 708.33 LGA 1972.S111

Fasterpay HMRC PAYE/NI Nov 23 1755.30 -           1755.30 LGA1972,s.112(2)

Fasterpay Highline Electricl Ltd Annual Survey 300.00 60.00      360.00 LGA 1972 s.111

Fasterpay HMCTS JH COSTS 100.00 100.00

DD Opus Gas TH 712.65 142.53 855.18 LGA 1972,S.133

DD Opus Electric TH 645.71 129.14 774.85 LGA 1972,S.133

Fasterpay Paperstone Stationary 60.16 12.03 72.19 LGA 1972.S111

DD Peninsula Provision of EAP 19.26 3.85 23.11 LGA 1972,S.111

Fasterpay PHS Group Monthly agreement 72.68 14.54      87.22 PHA 1936 S87

Fasterpay Project SY12 Weekly market cleaning fee 80.00 80.00 Food Act 1984 S50

Fasterpay Reliant Ltd
Office 365 Licence & Web hosting 

Sept 21
102.07 20.41      122.48 LGA 1972,S.111

DD Ricoh UK Ltd Printers 99.44 19.89      119.33 LGA 1972,S.111

Fasterpay SAS Electrical RCBO for town Christmas Tree 94.23 18.85      113.08 LGA 1972.S111

DD Shropshire Council Joint energy costs 23/24 3rd QTR 604.38 120.88    725.26 LGA 1972,S.111

Fasterpay Shropshire Council Administration for HMCRTS 1.00 -           1.00 LGA 1972 S112(2)

Fasterpay
Shropshire Council 

Pensions
Pensions Dec 23` 3471.36 -           3471.36 LGA1972,s.112(2)

Fasterpay SLCC Practical Compliance CCTV 30.00 6.00 36.00 LGA 1972.S111

Fasterpay SLCC Memberhip fee 288.00 288.00 LGA 1972.S111

Fasterpay Town Council Neighbourhood Fund 2022/2023 28855.76 28855.76 LGA 1972.S111

Fasterpay Turtle Engineering De Fib Pads for Powerheart G3 45.77 9.16         54.93 LGA 1972.S111

DD Waterplus Cross street supply 124.59 -           124.59 PHA 1386 S125

Fasterpay Waterplus Town Hall supply 208.74 208.74 LGA 1972 s.125

Fasterpay Zip Water Heater Sevice for Hydroboil 220.50 44.10      264.60 LGA 1972,S.111

Unity Trust Bank Charges 18.00 18.00 LGA 1972 s.111

Payment Supplier Description Net Vat Gross Act

Fasterpay Administration Salaries including backpay 12611.70 -           12611.70 LGA1972,s.112(2)

Fasterpay Amazon Magic Sponge Cleaning 4.79 0.96 5.75 LGA1972 s111

Fasterpay Ash Waste Services Skip Emptied TH 85.09 17.02      102.11 LGA1972 s111

Chq/Bank Payments made Dec 2023
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   It was moved by Cllr P Goulbourne, Seconded by Cllr H Anderton-Schofield and 

                 RESOLVED: that they payments for December 2023 be approved, confirmed, and signed. 

(b) Cemetery Working Group Payments for December. 

 

 
       It was moved by Cllr P Goulbourne, Seconded by Cllr L Woodbridge and 

RESOLVED:  that the payments for December 2023 be approved, confirmed, and signed. 

a) Grant Applications. 
 
Council was asked to consider a grant application from Ellesmere in Bloom. 
 
It was moved by Cllr P Goulbourne, Seconded by Cllr N Proffitt and 
 
RESOLVED: to award Ellesmere in Bloom a grant of £750.00. 

 

01/24/08 Town Hall Roof Repairs.  

The Clerk reported that the roof repairs were nearly complete and that the final sum of £57,588.00 would 
be due shortly.   

  It was moved by Cllr P Goulbourne, seconded by Cllr H Anderton-Schofield and 

RESOLVED: that the final instalment of £57,588.00 be paid once all works and snag list have been 
completed and signed off. 

01/24/09 2024/2025 Budget & Precept. 

 a) Minutes. To read and note the minutes of the Finance, Asset & Resources Committee held on 

Thursday 11th January 2024, from the committee for the setting of the final 2024/2025 budget (e). 

Noted. 

b) Detailed Income & Expenditure by Projected Budget Heading up to 31st December 2023. Noted. 

 c) Bank Balances and Ear Marked Reserves Report as of 31st December 2023. Noted. 

d) Outstanding Loans Report. Noted. 

e) Final 2024/2025 Draft. Council considered the recommendation from the Finance, Asset & 

Resources Committee made on the 11th January 2024 for the final draft budget.  

 

Payment Supplier Description Net Vat Gross Act

so Groundforce Ltd Swan Hill Grounds Maint 1120.83 224.17    1345.00 LGA1972,S.214(6)

Fasterpay Bowen Son & Watson Management Fee 71.88 14.38 86.26 LGA1972,S.214(6)

TRF Unity Trust Cem Co Ord Costs Sept 23 737.51 -           737.51 LGA 1972.S111

TRF Unity Trust Cem Co Ord Costs Oct 23 728.32 -           728.32 LGA 1972.S111

TRF Unity Trust Cem Co Ord Costs Nov 23 688.01 -           688.01 LGA 1972.S111

TRF Unity Trust Cem Co Ord Costs Dec 23 1213.39 -           1213.39 LGA 1972.S111

Chq/Bank Payments made Dec  2023
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It was moved by Cllr G Elner and seconded by Cllr P Goulbourne and  

RESOLVED:  that the final draft budget for 2024/2025 with an income of £73,680.32 and 

expenditure of £358,364 be approved.  

(f) Final 2024/2025 Draft Budget Notes. Noted. 

(g) Precept Request. Council considered the recommendation from the Finance, Asset and 

Resources Committee, made on the 11th January 2024. 

It was moved by Cllr G Hutchinson and seconded by Cllr H Anderton-Schofield and  

RESOLVED:   to approve the increase in the precept from Shropshire Council for the 2024/2025 

Financial Year by 8% in the Band D Council tax charge from £171.44 per year to £185.16 

(equivalent to 26pence per week) amounting to a precept of £284,683.68. 

(h) Ellesmere Town Council Tax Base 2024/2025 – Noted.  

01/24/10 Policies and Procedures. 

  To following Policies and Procedures were reviewed.  

(a) Biodiversity Policy. 
 

It was moved by Cllr P Goulbourne, seconded by Cllr G Hutchinson and 

 RESOLVED: to adopt the Biodiversity Policy. 

(b) It was agreed to pass the Biodiversity Plan to the Planning and Infrastructure Committee for 
further development. 

 

It was moved by Cllr G Elner, seconded by Cllr P Goulbourne, and 

RESOLVED: that the Biodiversity Plan be passed to the Planning and Infrastructure Committee for 

further development. 

01/24/11 Shropshire Council Budget Consultation. 

  Members worked together to form a response to the Shopshire Council Budget Consultation. 

01/24/12 Tetchill Brook. 

  Further to the Public Participation Session at the beginning of the meeting Councillors considered a

  request from Ellesmere Rural Parish Council to meet to discuss Tetchill Brook. 

  It was moved by Cllr P Goulbourne, seconded by Cllr P Jones and 

  RESOLVED: that the Planning and Infrastructure Committee with meet with ERPC to discuss the  

  matter.   

01/24/13 Ellesmere Cricket Club. Cllr P Jones left the room. 

Councillors were asked to consider a request from ECC to remove some self-setting trees at the 

Cricket ground. 

It was moved by Cllr G Hutchinson, seconded by Cllr A Weeks and 
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RESOLVED: To agree to the request from Ellesmere Cricket Club for the removal of the self-setting 

trees. 

 

Cllr P Jones rejoined the meeting.  

 01/24/14 Trail Tale. 

Members were asked to consider expressing an interest in a Heritage Lottery Funded Project to 

develop a self-guided heritage trail around Ellesmere. 

It was moved by Cllr G Hutchinson, Seconded by Cllr P Goulbourne and 

RESOLVED: Council agreed to submit an expression of interest. 

FURTHER RESOLVED:  that the Tourism and Events Committee will work with Trail Tale if the lottery 

bid is successful. 

01/24/15 Meeting with MP Helen Morgan. 

Council received a verbal report from the Clerk updating them on a meeting which was held on 

Friday 5th January 2024 between MP Helen Morgan, Mary Davies – Executive Assistant to Helen 

Morgan, Cllr A Wignall and herself. MP Helen Morgan has offered to support the Town Council with 

lobbying for additional town centre parking and Health and safety concerns on Scotland Street. 

It was agreed to Invite Helen Morgan along to meet with the Planning and Infrastructure Committee 

to discuss the matters further. 

01/24/16 Health and Wellbeing Working Group. 

  The Chairman read a written report from the Health and Wellbeing Working Group meeting held on 

  7th December 2023. 

  It was moved by Cllr H Anderton-Schofield, Seconded by Cllr P Goulbourne and 

  RESOLVED: To invite Churchmere Medical Practice to a future meeting of the Health and  

  Wellbeing. 

01/24/17 Grange Road Speed Limits. 

a) West Mercia Road Safety Team. Noted. 
b) Grange Road Residents. 

A letter was read from a resident from Grange Road who would like the 40MPH speed limit on 
Grange Road reduced.  The Clerk explained that she had spoken to the resident and offered 
some advice on how best to move forward with this request.  Another letter was read from a 
Grange Road resident who thanked the Council for the new VAS Sign as he has seen an 
improvement in speeding traffic. 

 
01/24/18 D-Day 80th Celebrations 6th June 2024. 

Council gave approval for the Events Liaison Group to consider ways on commemorating the event. 

It was moved by Cllr P Jones, Seconded by Cllr J Howard, and 

RESOLVED: That the Events Working Group be given approval to consider ways to commemorate 

the event. 
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01/24/20 Mayor’s Charity Competition. Noted. 

01/24/21 Mayor’s Community Group Event. Noted. 

01/24/22 Future Agenda Items. 

  War Memorial Clean.   

01/24/24 Future Meeting Dates. 

  Monday 5th February 2024 19.15pm. Noted. 

01/24/25 Exclusion of Press and Public. 

  It was moved by Cllr P Goulbourne, Seconded by Cllr H Anderton-Schofield, and 

 RESOLVED: that by the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and under Section 100 (A) of 

the Local Government Act 1992, the public and press be excluded for the remainder of the meeting 

for the following item of business on the grounds that it may involve the likely disclosure of 

confidential information as defined in the Acts. 

01/24/26 High sheriff of Shropshire OYC Awards 2024. 

  The Clerk read a letter outlining the nomination criteria for the awards.  No nominations were  

  received. 

 

  The meeting closed at 8pm 

 

Mayor:  ………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Date:    …………………………… 
 

 


