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Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held in Ellesmere Town Hall  

Monday 6th March 2023 at 7.15pm. 

 

PRESENT:   Town Mayor (Chair):  Cllr A Wignall. 

 

Councillors: P Goulbourne, G Elner, A Weeks, P Jones, M Hancock, G Hutchinson, 
J Mowl, H Anderton and J Howard. 

 

   Town Clerk and RFO:  Jo Butterworth. 

   Deputy Town Clerk and    

Deputy RFO:   Jean Hynes. 

    

Unitary Councillor:  1 (dual hatted). 

Members of the Public:  2 

Press:    0 

Police:    0  

Guests: 0 

 
Public Participation Session. 
A local resident raised concerns about planning application 23/00444/OUT. They feel that the 
proposed application to erect a bungalow and a six-foot wall next to their property would result in 
loss of light to the property and reduce the value of their property. Furthermore, it would be out of 
keeping with the area, overlook their property and their privacy would be lost. 
 

03/23/01 To receive apologies and reason for absence.   
Apologies were received from Cllr J Fenton due to ill health. 

 
It was moved by Cllr G Hutchinson, seconded by Cllr H Anderton and 
RESOLVED: that the apologies received from Cllr J Fenton - be approved. 

03/23/02 Disclosure of Personal and Prejudicial Interests.   

  Councillor Name Item No 

 Cllr G Elner Twin-hatted member declared a 
personal interest in any matters 
relating to the Town Council’s 
relationship with Shropshire Council. 

Cllr J Howard 03/23/7 – Ref 23/00593/FUL.  

 
03/23/03 Grant Dispensations.    

Councillor Name Dispensation 

Cllr G Elner  Dispensation under section 33/2c 
being in the interest of persons living 
in the authority’s area allow 
participation and voting on all 
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matters relating to Shropshire 
Council for his term of office. 

 
After listening to residents’ concerns regarding planning application 23/00444/OUT, 

It was moved by Cllr A Wignall, seconded by Cllr G Elner and 

 RESOLVED – that Item 03/23/7 be moved forward. 

03/23/07 Planning. 

 

(a) Planning Applications for Consideration. 

Reference:  23/00444/OUT.  

Address:  Proposed Dwelling North of Garth, Willow Street, Ellesmere, Shropshire 

Proposal:  Outline application (all matters reserved) for the erection of one single storey dwelling 

including the widening of the existing vehicular access. 

 Following a discussion members proposed to object this application based on the following material 

planning objections. 

 

Members felt that as the plot is raised it will make the bungalow disproportionately high compared 

to the neighbouring property meaning it will be greatly overlooked and resulting in a loss of privacy, 

loss of light and overshadowing of the property. The design appearance and materials to be used on 

the proposed property although vague are out of keeping with the surrounding area and members 

fear that the plans will see the site overdeveloped.  

 

The A495 is an extremely busy road and difficult to access from driveways due to the speed of the 

traffic coming off the roundabout, members are also concerned about the impact the increase of 

vehicles the application will have. 

 

Members also noticed that the application form is incorrect, it shows that the total bedroom count 

for the property is 1. 

It was moved by Cllr P Jones, seconded by Cllr J Howard and 
 
RESOLVED: to object to this application for all the reasons listed above. 
 
Reference:  23/00593/FUL.  

Address:  The Bungalow, 14B Brownlow Road, Ellesmere, Shropshire, SY12 0BA 
Proposal:  Replacement of an existing bungalow with a two-storey dwelling, detached single garage 

and temporary static caravan for the duration of the build. 

Members stated that they would like to support this application, although they would like it known 

that they have serious concerns regarding the impact of the piling on the neighbouring properties. 

 

Members would also like to know the drainage plans for the static whilst on this site and enquired 

how the static caravan will be removed once the replacement bungalow is completed. 
 

Brownlow Road is a very busy road which is not only used by residents to gain access to their 

properties and to park on (mainly on the pavements) it is also used as a cut-through by traffic 
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travelling between the A495 and B0568 which generates a large volume of traffic along this 

residential road. Councillors have concerns about the impact the construction traffic to this site will 

have on the already overly congested road and would like to hear how this will be managed. 

It was moved by Cllr G Elner, seconded by Cllr P Jones and 
 
RESOLVED: to support this application but have serious concerns on further subsidence, drainage 
and once built how the static caravan will be removed. 
 

Reference: 23/00754/LB.  
Address: The Drift House, Grange Road, Ellesmere, Shropshire, SY12 9DE. 
Proposal: Installation of one replacement window to existing dwelling affecting a Grade II Listed 
Building. 

 

Members agreed to support this application as it complies with the necessary regulations. 
 
It was moved by Cllr G Elner, seconded by Cllr M Hancock and 
 
RESOLVED: to support application. 
 

(b) Planning Decisions. For information only. 

Reference:  22/05616/TPO  

Address:  Land Off the Hawthorns, The Hawthorns, SY12 9ER 
Proposal:  Crown reduce by 15% 4no Oak and clear trees of deadwood and broken branch (See 
Report) protected by the Shropshire Council (Land off The Hawthorns, Ellesmere) TPO 2016 (Ref: 
SC/00272/16). 
Decision:  Grant Permission – Noted. 
 
(c) Planning Correspondence. 
Reference:  22/05178/FUL,  
Address: Victoria Garage, Scotland Street, Ellesmere, Shropshire, SY12 0DG. 
Proposal: Demolition of existing garage building, re-aligned access onto Scotland Street and erection 
of two terraces of 3No dwellings and 2No semi-detached dwellings with associated parking and 
garden areas.   
 
Members received a verbal report from Cllr Wignall confirming that Shropshire Council will be 
carrying out a site visit on March 7th. Cllr Elner and Cllr Weeks are both attending on behalf of the 
Town Council. Following that, there will be a Northern Planning Committee meeting where a 
statement on behalf of the Town Council will be read out by the Committee’s Solicitor.  The 
statement was read to members. Noted. 

03/23/04 Police Matters. 

 (a) Police Report. 

PC Eve Barber had sent a report prior to the meeting which was read out by Cllr Wignall.  

 
8 concerns for safety 
5 Domestic  
2 Crimes (other)  

  4 Other 
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Also calls had been received regarding highways, rtc’s, assault, criminal damage, neighbour anti-
social behaviour, theft, public order, youth anti-social behaviour and a warrant conducted on an 
address.  Noted. 
 
(b) Local Policing Charter  
Members had been asked to review their top three concerns for the next policing quarter.  After 
discussion it was agreed to keep the same 3 concerns that were published last time. 
 
1. Anti-social Behaviour/Vandalism. 
2. Drugs. 
3. Domestic Abuse. 
 
It was also agreed to ask West Mercia if they use youth historical justice to work with local 
teenagers. 
 

03/23/05 Minutes.  

(a)  Member noted the minutes of the Planning and Infrastructure Committee held on Monday 6th 

February 2023. 

 

(b) It was moved by Cllr A Anderton, seconded by Cllr M Hancock and 

 RESOLVED – that the minutes of the Town Council meeting on 6th February2023 be approved 
and signed by the Town Mayor as a true record. 

 
 (c)  Members noted the minutes of the Tourism & Events Committee held on Tuesday 7th February 

2023. Noted. 

 (d) Members noted the minutes of the Staffing and Governance – Sub Committee held on Thursday 

16th February 2023. Noted. 

03/23/06 Progress report.  Noted. 

 

03/23/07 The item was moved forward following the Public Participation Session. 

03/23/08 Community Infrastructure Levy 

(a) Members noted how CIL payment are distributed throughout Shropshire. Noted.  

(b) Members also noted the Annual Infrastructure Funding Statement December 2022. Noted. 

03/23/09 Finance/Contracts 

(a) Town Council Payments for January 2023.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Payment Supplier Description Net Vat Gross Act

Fasterpay Administration Salaries Jan 22 7139.58 0.00 7139.58 LGA1972,s.112(2)

300021 All Together Ellesmere MH Cleaning Dec  22 60.00 0.00 60.00 Food Act 1984 s.50

Fasterpay Amazon Stationery 18.07 3.61 21.68 LGA1972 s111

Fasterpay Ash Waste Services Skip Emptied TH Jan 87.92 17.58 105.50 LGA1972 s111

Fasterpay Ash Waste Services Skip Emptied MH Jan 67.08 13.42 80.50 LGA 1972,s.214(6)

DD EE Clerks Mobile Dec 22 21.69 4.34 26.03 LGA1972 s111

DD EE Clerks Mobile Jan 23 21.69 4.34 26.03 LGA1972 s111

DD Entranet PSTN Rental 11.50 2.30 13.80
LGA 1972,S.111 

LGA(FP)1963,S.5

DD Entranet Broadband 44.49 8.90 53.39
LGA 1972,S.111 

LGA(FP)1963,S.5

DD eslip Process of payroll Mth 8 28.00 5.60 33.60
LGA 1972,S.111 

LGA(FP)1963,S.5

Chq/Bank Payments made Jan 23
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It was moved by Cllr P Jones, seconded by Cllr G Hutchinson and 

                            RESOLVED – that the payments for January 2023 be approved, confirmed, and signed. 

                            (b) Cemetery Working Group Payments for January 2023. 

 

 

 

 

It was moved by Cllr M Hancock, seconded by Cllr P Jones and 

RESOLVED:  that the payments for January 2023 be approved, confirmed, and signed. 

 

(c) Salary Increase Scheme.  

The salary increase scheme information had been circulated prior to the meeting for annual review. 

All members agreed that they were happy with the scheme. 

Payment Supplier Description Net Vat Gross Act

Chq/Bank Payments made Jan 23

Fasterpay RA Faulkner Removal of concrete Bin-Birch Rd 75.00 15.00 90.00 LGA 1972,S.111

SO Groundforce Grounds Maint Contract Dec 22 607.50 121.50 729.00 LGA 1972,S.111

Fasterpay iHub Telephones Dec 22 56.58 11.32 67.90 LGA 1972 s.111

SO Groundforce Garden Services Contract Dec 22 1062.50 212.50 1275.00 LGA 1972,S.111

Fasterpay HMRC PAYE/NI Dec 22 1814.59 0.00 1814.59 LGA1972,s.112(2)

DD Opus Gas TH 1122.84 224.57 1347.41 LGA 1972,S.133

DD Opus Electric TH 857.35 171.47 1028.82 LGA 1972,S.133

Fasterpay PPL PRS Ltd Music Licence 474.70 94.93 569.63 LGA 1972,S.111

DD Peninsula Provision of EAP 19.26 3.85 23.11 LGA 1972,S.111

DD Peninsula
Employment Services Business Safe & 

Online Services
155.33 29.34 184.67 LGA 1972,S.111

Fasterpay Reliant Ltd
Office 365 Licence & Web hosting Dec 

22
91.50 18.30 109.80 LGA 1972,S.111

Fasterpay Reliant Ltd
Office 365 Licence & Web hosting Jan 

23
91.50 18.30 109.80 LGA 1972,S.111

Fasterpay SALC Training for Councillors 200.00 0.00 200.00 LGA 1972,S.111

Fasterpay SALC Training for Councillors 75.00 0.00 75.00 LGA 1972,S.111

Fasterpay SLCC Membership Fee 279.00 0.00 279.00 LGA 1972,S.111

Fasterpay SLCC Staff Training 70.00 14.00 84.00 LGA 1972,S.111

Fasterpay Shropshire Council Energy costs Oct -Dec 22 315.41 63.08 378.49
PCA1957s3(1) &7  

HA1980,s301

DD Shropshire Council Rates  Jan 22 861.00 0.00 861.00 LGA 1972,S.111

Fasterpay
Shropshire Council 

Pensions
Pensions Jan 22 1858.01 0.00 1858.01 LGA1972,s.112(2)

Fasterpay TG Builders Tape 18.78 3.76 22.54 LGA 1972,S.111

Fasterpay Waterplus Cross St Toilets 90.40 0.00 90.40 PHA1936, s125

Fasterpay Waterplus TH Water Supply 130.73 0.00 130.73 LGA 1972,S.125

Total 17827.00 1062.01 18889.01

Payment Supplier Description Net Vat Gross Act

so Groundforce Ltd Swan Hill Grounds Maint 1120.83 224.17    1345.00 LGA1972,S.214(6)

Fasterpay Bowen Son & Watson Management Fee 71.88 14.38 86.26 LGA1972,S.214(6)

Fasterpay Paperstone Ltd Stationery 51.37 10.27 61.64 LGA1972,S.214(6)

Total 1244.08 248.82 1492.90

Chq/Bank Payments made Jan 23
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It was moved by Cllr G Hutchinson, seconded by Cllr H Anderton and 

RESOLVED – to leave the scheme the same and review again in 12 months’ time. 

(d) Local Government Pension Scheme Actuarial Valuation (2022). 

Town Clerk reported that notification had been received from the pension fund that the Council’s 

deficit lump sum payment for the next three years would be in 2023/24 due to a surplus of £1,100, 

nothing is due. However, due to a deficit in 2024/25 £6,400 and 2025/26 £6,600 will be due. These 

amounts would need to be noted for future inclusion in the budgets.  

 It was moved by Cllr A Wignall, seconded by Cllr G Hutchinson and 

RESOLVED: that costs for the next three years be noted for inclusion in future budgets. 

(e) Princess Diana Memorial Tree Replacement.   

Town Clerk reported to Council that, it had previously been agreed to replace a tree that had died in 

the Cremorne Gardens. An Amelanchier x grandiflora 'Princess Diana' tree had now been sourced 

and shown to members as a possible replacement at a cost of £200. Members agreed that this was a 

very fitting item and agreed to its purchase and replacement in the original spot of previous tree. 

The Clerk also pointed out that there will be additional costs for a plaque but will bring that back to 

Council at a later date. 

It was moved by Cllr P Goulbourne, seconded by Cllr J Howard and 

RESOLVED: to purchase the tree at a cost of £200, requesting that when planted, Shaun Burkey to 
arrange for a guard to be put around the tree and for a planting ceremony to be arranged. 

03/23/10 Kings Coronation Donation.  

(a) Donation.  

Town Clerk informed members of a £3,000 donation received from the League of Friends charity 

shop towards the King’s coronation celebration events. Cllr Wignall requested a thank you letter on 

behalf of Council to be sent out. 

 

(b) Coronation Memorabilia.  

Town Clerk informed members that at this stage they have been unable to get the numbers of local 

children under the age of 16 from Shropshire Council and therefore deferred the item to Finance, 

Asset & Resources Committee. Noted. 

03/23/11 Access to Cash.  

The Clerk updated members on the response received from LINK, in that they refused to reconsider 

Council’s appeal but stated that if there are any changes, they will review it again in twelve months. 

Noted. 

03/23/12 Berwyn View Land Working Group.   

Members were asked to develop and adopt Terms of Reference for the Berwyn View Working Group 

 It was moved by Cllr A Wignall, seconded by Cllr G Hutchinson and 

RESOLVED: to adopt Terms of Reference for the Berwyn View Working Group. 
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03/23/13 Street Naming.   

The Clerk updated members that since the last meeting she had worked with street naming and the 

family in question to deliver suggestions to the Street naming department, who have now agreed to 

name a road on the new development South of Oswestry Road McCreadie Drive in the memory of a 

local girl who passed away in 2022. Kettlemere Close is the other road name that has been agreed. 

Noted. 

03/23/14 Mere Play Area.  

The Clerk updated members that the play area equipment was being stored in a depot in 

Pontesbury, waiting to be installed in Ellesmere in March. Noted. 

03/23/15 Councillor Vacancy.   

Town Clerk reported that she had received an eligible application, but as per co-option policy, he 

was unable to make tonight’s meeting to do a presentation. The Clerk sourced advice with elections 

and SALC who both confirmed that, as we have an eligible applicant, the Council could delay 

consideration of an appointment until April. Noted. 

03/23/16 Future Agenda Items.   

Youth Café. 

Highway Issues. 

03/23/17 Future Meeting Dates.  

Wednesday 22nd March 2023 – Finance, Asset & Resources Committee 6.15pm. Noted. 

Wednesday 29th March 2023 – Finance, Asset & Resources Committee 6.15pm. Noted 

Monday 3rd April 2023 – Full Town Council meeting, 7.15pm. Noted. 

03/23/18 Exclusion of Press and Public.  

It was moved by Cllr M Hancock, seconded by Cllr G Hutchinson and 

RESOLVED: that by the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and under Section 100 (A) of 

the Local Government Act 1992, the public and press be excluded for the remainder of the meeting 

for the following items of business on the grounds that they may involve the likely disclosure of 

confidential information as defined in the Acts. 

03/23/19 Ellesmere Town Hall.   

Members received an estimate of costs for works to the Town Hall Roof and considered the councils 

options. 

03/23/20 Town Hall Bar Lease.   

Members discussed terms of the Town Hall Bar lease. 

 

  The meeting closed at 8:55pm. 

Mayor:  ………………………………………………………………………… 
 

Date:    …………………………… 
 

 


