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Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held in Ellesmere Town Hall  

Monday 7th November 2022 at 7.15pm 

 

PRESENT:   Town Mayor (Chair):  Cllr A Wignall 

 

Councillors: P Goulbourne, G Elner, G Hutchinson, P Jones, J Mowl and J Howard 
 

   Town Clerk and RFO:  Jo Butterworth 

   Deputy Town Clerk and    

Deputy RFO:   Jean Hynes 

Admin Assistant   

    

Unitary Councillor:  1 (dual hatted) 

Members of the Public:  0 

Press:    1 

Police:    1 

Guests: 1 

 
 
Public Participation Session. 
No members of the public were present. 
 

11/22/01 To receive apologies and reason for absence.   
Apologies were received from Cllr M Hancock due as he was away on holiday. 
 
It was moved by Cllr G Hutchinson, seconded by Cllr J Howard and 

   RESOLVED: that the apologies received from Cllr M Hancock - be approved. 

 

11/22/02 Disclosure of Personal and Prejudicial Interests.   

  Councillor Name Item No 

 Cllr G Elner Twin-hatted member declared a 
personal interest in any matters 
relating to the Town Council’s 
relationship with Shropshire Council. 

Cllr P Jones 11/22/14 – Ellesmere Cricket Club 

Cllr J Howard 11/22/15 – Brownlow Road Traffic 
Issues 

 
11/22/03 Grant Dispensations.    

Councillor Name Dispensation 

Cllr G Elner  Dispensation under section 33/2c 
being in the interest of persons living 
in the authority’s area allow 
participation and voting on all 
matters relating to Shropshire 
Council for his term of office. 

Cllr H Howard Dispensation under section 33/2c 
being in the interest of persons living 
in the authority’s area to discuss 
traffic issues on Brownlow Road. 
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11/22/04 Police Matters.   

Insp C Greenaway reported that their systems are now back to normal and that 104 incidents were 

reported in October however, these figures are not broken down into Parishes and also include the 

Baschurch area. The figures for town are very positive with the majority of calls for Lakelands 

Academy so that they can have early intervention regarding worries of child criminal exploitation.  

The area around Tesco’s remains a demand location due to anti-social behaviour.  

 There were 65 incidents reported in October. 

26 Concerns for safety 

16 Suspicious incidents 

8 Assaults 

8 Nuisance calls 

7 Harassment/stalking incidents (which includes neighbourly fall outs). 

 Also calls have been received for highway, domestic and damage only rtc’s but overall, they are very 

low.  

 Inspector Greenaway has been working with Lakelands School and Shropshire Council Youth 

Working teams as their main focus at the moment is child criminal exploitation, she then went on to 

answer members questions.  

 Community Policing Panels, domestic abuse and safe spaces were briefly discussed and will be on 

the December agenda.   

11/22/05 Exclusion of Press and Public.  
It was moved by Cllr G Hutchinson, seconded by Cllr J Mowl and 

 
RESOLVED –that in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and 
Section 100 (A) of the Local Government Act 1992, the public and press be excluded for the 
remainder of this item of business on the grounds that it may involve the likely disclosure of 
exempt information as defined in the Acts.  
 

11/22/06 Casual Vacancies. 
(a) Written applications for the office of Town Councillor which were circulated prior to the meeting. 
Noted 
(b) A five-minute presentation from a candidate was received. 
(c) A vote was carried out with the successful candidate called back into the meeting to sign the 
Declaration of Acceptance of Office.  
(d) Members noted correspondence received from Elections regarding 2 of the other 3 vacancies. 

 RESOLVED – that Amanda Weeks be co-opted to fill one of the council vacancies. 
 
11/22/07 Minutes.  

 (a) It was moved by Cllr P Goulbourne, seconded by Cllr P Jones and 

 RESOLVED – that the minutes of the Town Council meeting on 3rd October 2022 be approved 
and signed by the Town Mayor as a true record. 

 

(b)  Members noted the minutes of the Staffing and Governance Sub- Committee held on Monday 

24th October 2022.  

 

(c) Members noted the minutes of the Finance, Asset and Resources Committee held on Monday 

24th October 2022.  
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(d) Members noted the minutes from the Berwyn View Land Working Group held on Monday 31st 

October 2022. 

11/22/08 Progress report.    Noted. 

10/22/10 Planning 

(a) Planning Applications for consideration: 

Reference:  22/04442/FUL   

Address:  Land Adj To Rose Cottage, The Cross, Ellesmere, Shropshire 

Proposal:  Erection of an outbuilding, creation of a new access and associated works to include 

change of use of land. 

The Clerk informed Council that due to missing information the application had been removed from 

the Shropshire Council planning portal. 

Reference: 22/04526/FUL  

Address: Boathouse, Mereside, Ellesmere, Shropshire, SY12 0PA. 

Proposed: Erection of a porch to the entrance of an existing building. 

Cllr Elner initially proposed not to make a decision until the conservation officer has been out to look 

at the property, this was seconded by Cllr Hutchinson, but due to the timescale the council had to 

respond, Cllr Elner withdrew his proposal. After further discussion. 

It was moved by Cllr P Goulbourne, seconded by Cllr G Hutchinson and 

RESOLVED:  to support this application but disappointed that the porch was built without prior 

permission. Cllr P Jones, G Elner and J Howard abstained from the vote. 

Reference:  22/04201/FUL   
Address:  Proposed Barn Conversion to The North Of, Sandy Lane, Ellesmere, Shropshire 
Proposal:  Conversion of barns to dwelling, installation of a glazed link to connect two buildings, 

alterations to access and installation of package treatment plant.  

It was pointed out that an objection had been received with several issues one being the drainage 

and after discussion. 

It was moved by Cllr A Wignall, seconded by Cllr P Jones and 

RESOLVED:  to support this application providing that the applicant has provided a proven method 

of disposing of sewerage waste and wastewater to Shropshire Council. 

(b)  Planning Decisions (for information only) 

  Reference:  22/03908/LBC   
Address:  50 Scotland Street, Ellesmere, Shropshire, SY12 0ED 
Proposal:  Works to facilitate the removal of fireplace from lounge and replace with a wood-burning 
stove affecting a Grade II Listed Building 
Decision:  Grant Permission. Noted. 
 
Reference:  22/04015/TPO   
Address:  9 Maple Avenue, Ellesmere, Shropshire, SY12 9PB 
Proposal:  Thin canopy, reduce overlong limbs to improve shape & remove deadwood and damaged 
limbs in 1no Oak protected by The Salop County (Elson Road, Ellesmere) TPO 1973 (Ref: 
NS/00020/73) 
Decision:  Grant Permission. Noted. 

 
 
  



 

50 
 

 (c)  Planning Correspondence. 

 21/05967/LBC/Lloyds Bank, Ellesmere.  The council had previously written to the planning 

department for clarification regarding this application and the Clerk read their response to members. 

‘The permission covers only the first and second floor and one small room off at ground floor Market 

Street which forms part of a triplex apartment; the rest of the ground floor retains its current use. 

Any future application for the ground floor would be expected to conform with local plan policies 

which seek to ensure ground floor units in town centres are retained for Class E uses and I have 

made this clear to the applicant and developer.’ Noted. 

11/22/10  Finance/Contracts 

(a) Town Council Payments for September 2022. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Payment Supplier Description Net Vat Gross Act

Fasterpay Administration Salaries Sept 22 7175.33 -          7175.33 LGA1972,s.112(2)

300021 All Together Ellesmere MH Cleaning Aug 22 100.00 -          100.00 Food Act 1984 s.50

Fasterpay Amazon Stationery & Tool bits 244.86 49.01 293.87 LGA1972 s111

Fasterpay Amazon Cleaning materials & Stationery 97.50 19.50 117.00 LGA1972 s111

Fasterpay Adam Salomonson First Aid Training 375.00 -          375.00 LGA1972 s111

Fasterpay Ash Waste Services Skip Emptied TH Sept 53.00 10.60      63.60 LGA1972 s111

Fasterpay Ash Waste Services Skip Emptied TH Aug 62.90 12.58      75.48 LGA1972 s111

Fasterpay Ash Waste Services Skip Emptied MH Sept 56.00 11.20      67.20 LGA 1972,s.214(6)

Fasterpay Benbow Brothers Ltd Attend to tree at Beech Grove 480.00 96.00      576.00 LGA1972 s111

Fasterpay Border Supplies Cleaning materials 130.26 26.05 156.31 LGA1972 s111

Fasterpay BA Williams Cleaning of bus stop 25.00 -          25.00 LG(MP)1953, s4 PCA1957, s1

DD Entranet Broadband 44.49 8.90 53.39
LGA 1972,S.111 

LGA(FP)1963,S.5

DD Entranet PSTN Rental 11.50 2.30 13.80
LGA 1972,S.111 

LGA(FP)1963,S.5

DD eslip Process of payroll Mth5 28.00 5.60 33.60
LGA 1972,S.111 

LGA(FP)1963,S.5

Fasterpay Express Pest Control One year pest control 450.00 -          450.00
LGA 1894,s8(1)I  / LGA 1975, 

s111

Fasterpay RA Faulkner Repair to seat by TH 199.00 39.80      238.80 LGA1972 s111

Fasterpay RA Faulkner
Removal & reset gate post Kingfisher 

Play Area
182.00 36.40      218.40

LGA1972 s111

Fasterpay Frank Smith Painting Cross St Toilets 520.00 -          520.00 PHA 1936 s.87

SO Groundforce Grounds Maint Contract Aug 22 607.50 121.50 729.00 LGA 1972,S.111

SO Groundforce Garden Services Contract Aug 22 1062.50 212.50 1275.00 LGA 1972,S.111

Fasterpay HMRC PAYE/NI Aug 21 1285.46 -          1285.46 LGA1972,s.112(2)

Fasterpay Healtmatic
Public Toilets Cross St - Cleaning Oct- 

Dec 22
2112.50 422.50    2535.00 Public Health Act 1936,s.87

Fasterpay Highline Electricl Ltd Structual Survey 300.00 60.00      360.00 LGA 1972 s.111

Fasterpay iHub Telephones Aug 22 52.50 10.50 63.00 LGA 1972 s.111

Fasterpay RJ Kupski Install outside tap TH 160.00 32.00      192.00 LGA 1972,S.111

Fasterpay Lexis Nexis Publication 131.99 -          131.99 LGA 1972,S.111

Fasterpay NALC Training for Clerk & Councillor 86.18 17.24      103.42 LGA 1972,S.111

DD Opus Gas TH 50.32 2.52 52.84 LGA 1972,S.133

DD Opus Electric TH 332.81 66.56 399.37 LGA 1972,S.133

Fasterpay PKF Littlejohn LLP Audit Fees 800.00 160.00 960.00 LGA 1972,S.111

DD Peninsula Provision of EAP 19.26 3.85 23.11 LGA 1972,S.111

DD Peninsula
Employment Services Business Safe & 

Online Services
155.33 29.34 184.67 LGA 1972,S.111

Fasterpay Paul Platt ttend to lights at TH 45.00 -          45.00 LGA 1972,S.111

DD PWLB loan 525.20 -          525.20 LGA2003 S.4(1)

DD PWLB loan 2262.60 -          2262.60 LGA2003 S.4(1)

Fasterpay Princes LHS Ltd Attend to boiler 35.00 7.00 42.00 LGA 1972 s.111

Fasterpay Princes LHS Ltd Attend to blow heaters 37.05 7.41 44.46 LGA 1972 s.111

Fasterpay Reliant Ltd
Office 365 Licence & Web hosting Sept 

21
91.50 18.30      109.80 LGA 1972,S.111

DD Ricoh UK Ltd Printer - Clerk 179.27 35.85      215.12 LGA 1972,S.111

DD Shropshire Council Rates  Sept 22 861.00 -          861.00 LGA 1972,S.111

Fasterpay Shropshire Council Energy costs July - Sept 315.41 63.08      378.49
PCA1957s3(1) &7  

HA1980,s301

Fasterpay Shropshire Council Music Licence 180.00 -          180.00 LGA 1972,S.145

Fasterpay
Shropshire Council 

Pensions
Pensions Sept 22 1728.07 -          1728.07 LGA1972,s.112(2)

Fasterpay TG Builders Merchants Cable ties & hoe 22.66 4.53 27.19 LGA 1972,S.111

Fasterpay Town Clerk
Reimbursement for zoom subscription 

Sept 22
11.99 -          11.99 LGA 1972,S.111

Fasterpay Town Clerk
Reimbursement for zoom subscription 

Aug 22
11.99 -          11.99 LGA 1972,S.111

Fasterpay Town Clerk Items for Quuen's Memorial 50.00 -          50.00 LGA 1972,S.111

Fasterpay Waterplus Town Hall supply 136.17 136.17 LGA 1972 s.125

Fasterpay Zip Water Heater Annual Service 324.07 64.82      388.89 LGA 1972,S.111

Unity Trust Bank Charges 18.00 18.00 LGA 1972 s.111

Total 24,226.17 1,657.44 25,883.61

Chq/Bank Payments made Sept 2022
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It was moved by Cllr P Goulbourne, seconded by Cllr G Hutchinson and 

RESOLVED: that the payments for September 2022 be approved, confirmed, and signed. 

 

(b) Cemetery Working Group Payments for September 2022. 

 

 

 

 

It was moved by Cllr P Goulbourne, seconded by Cllr G Hutchinson and 

RESOLVED:  that the payments for September 2022 be approved, confirmed, and signed. 

(c) Sale of Rialtas to Harris Computer Corporation and handover of leadership.   

The Clerk informed Council of the correspondence received from Rialtas. Noted. 

11/22/11 Annual Health and Safety review.  

Members noted that the review has been completed and updated and General Policy Statement is 

on display. Noted. 

11/22/12 Appeal regarding Headstone & Kerbstone application at Ellesmere Cemetery.   

The Clerk informed members that correspondence had been received by the Cemetery Working 

group questioning the decision made not to allow kerbstones on 2 graves in Ellesmere Cemetery and 

that the Cemetery Working Group will respond directly. 

After much discussion, it was moved by  

Cllr P Jones to propose that due to the exceptional circumstances of this particular case where the 

complainant feels he was misinformed and under the impression that he could install certain grave 

furniture that an exception to the Cemetery regulations be made. Seconded by Cllr J Mowl. 

3 Councillors in favour with 4 abstentions - No motion carried. 

11/22/13 Lone Worker Policy.   

It was moved by Cllr A Wignall, seconded by Cllr P Jones and 

RESOLVED:  that the Lone Worker Policy be adopted. 

11/22/14 Ellesmere Cricket Club.   

Cllr P Jones Left the room prior to this discussion. 
   

The Clerk informed members on the advice from the Town Council solicitors regarding changes to 

the Cricket Club lease. Noted. 

11/22/15 Brownlow Road Traffic issues. 

Cllr J Howard reported that residents had been complaining about traffic issues on Brownlow Road 

and pointed out that there had been many serious traffic incidents along that road. He had written 

to all residents enclosing a 20’s plenty feedback form and the replies he received highlighted that 

everyone would welcome a 20mph speed limit, they also made suggestions to improve traffic 

conditions on the road and have concerns regarding the impending development to the old station. 

Payment Supplier Description Net Vat Gross Act

so Groundforce Ltd Swan Hill Grounds Maint 1120.83 224.17    1345.00 LGA1972,S.214(6)

Fasterpay Bowen Son & Watson Management Fee 71.88 14.38 86.26 LGA1972,S.214(6)

Chq/Bank Payments made Sept 2021Princes LHS Ltd Attend to Shower Cem Lodge 144.00 -          144.00 LGA1972,s214(6)

Chq/Bank Payments made Sept 2022
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The Clerk suggested passing this matter over to the Planning & Infrastructure Committee to look at 

in more detail, who may consider forming a Highways working group. 

Cllr G Elner wished to make a comment on the residents parking in Brownlow Road following a 

comment made by Cllr Hutchinson but was duly denied by the chair because it had been agreed to 

pass to the P & I Committee to discuss further. 

RESOLVED:  all agreed to pass to Planning & Infrastructure Committee. 

11/22/16 Mobile Phone Signal in Ellesmere.   

Cllr A Wignall reported that several residents had raised concerns about the phone signal in 

Ellesmere. The Clerk informed Council that she has contacted EE regarding poor signal in the town. 

EE stated that no issues had been raised in the area, if they receive complaints they will investigate. 

It was agreed by all members to start a campaign to encourage people to complain to EE by 

advertising the link to EE’s website via social media. 

11/22/17 West Midlands Probation Service.   

The Clerk updated Council that the Probation Service had returned to the town today and that they 

will be here fortnightly during November-January. Noted. 

11/22/18 On Street Charges 2022.   

Council noted new parking charges that came into force 31st October 2022. Noted. 

11/22/19 Programmed Resurfacing Work 2023/2024. 

Members were read correspondence received from Shropshire Council stating that they are looking 

at a road closure in 2023 to resurface Sparbridge between April and August. They would like to know 

of any concerns, queries or any local issues or events that we will need to take into consideration 

when planning this resurfacing work.  It was agreed to write to them for more information, such as 

duration of works and whether it would be during the daytime. 

11/22/20 20’s Plenty.   

It was reported that the recent consultation went well.  All residents present on the evening were in 

favour of the campaign, although there had been some not in favour as stated online and on the 

feedback forms and via email. The Clerk has had correspondence from Ludlow 20’s plenty group 

offering help and resources if required. Rod King (20’s Plenty for Us founder) has also offered to 

deliver a workshop for other town and parish councils in Ellesmere. After much discussion it was 

decided to write to Shropshire Council leader Lezley Picton to see if Shropshire Council are in support 

of the campaign and to pass to the Planning and Infrastructure Committee to identify which roads 

the council would like to consider for the project. 

11/22/21 Boundary Review Public Consultation.   

Members received a report about the success of the event and were informed that the proposal will 

now be submitted to Shropshire Council for consideration. 

11/22/22 Rural Market Town Group.   

Council considered a free trial to become members of the Rural Market Town Group. The Clerk 

reported that the trial was until March 2023 and then £100 per year after one year. All agreed that it 

was good to show support and to consider when looking at the budget for 2023/24. 

11/22/23 Shropshire Local Mobile.  
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  The Clerk reported that the Shropshire Local Mobile will be coming back once a month between 

January, February, and March next year at the Town Hall, though it was suggested that it might be 

better sited at the Market Hall. Noted. 

 

11/22/24 Ellesmere Methodist Church Christmas Tree Festival 2022.    

The Clerk asked Council to consider an invitation to participate. Cllr A Wignall confirmed that she 

would be happy to participate on behalf of the Council. Noted. 

11/22/25 Armistice Day and Remembrance Sunday.  

The details of events were noted, and the Clerk asked all to attend if possible. 

11/22/26 Future Agenda Items.   

  Ellesmere Town Hall 

The Clerk asked that when members are requesting motions to go on the agenda that they provide 

as much information as they are able, so that fellow councillors are able to make fully informed 

decisions when voting. 

11/22/27  Future Dates.  

Monthly Meeting – Monday 5th December 2022. 

Noted. 

11/22/28 Confidential Business Report.   

Members noted the confidential business report of the Staffing and Governance Sub- Committee 

held on Monday 24th October 2022. 

 

  The meeting closed at 9:07pm 

 

Mayor:  ………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Date:    …………………………… 
 

 


