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Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held in Ellesmere Town Hall  

Monday 4th July 2022at 7.15pm 

 

PRESENT:   Town Mayor (Chair):  Cllr A Wignall 

 

Councillors: P Goulbourne, G Elner, G Hutchinson, P Jones, T 
Hunter, M Sobczak, and M Hancock 

 

   Town Clerk and RFO:  Jo Butterworth 

   Deputy Town Clerk and    

Deputy RFO:   Jean Hynes 

Admin Assistant  Gemma Whitley 

    

Unitary Councillor:  1 (dual hatted) 

Members of the Public:  0 

Press:    0 

Police:    1 

Guests: 3 

 

Public Participation Session. 

 

A resident expressed concerns about the deterioration of Market Street.  He 

reported that the curb stones are damaged, road signage was very poor with the 

double yellow lines almost disappearing and requested that clearer markings were 

installed including a series of horizontal lines to mark out parking bay. The resident 

also pointed out that the street cleaning is getting worse and due to cars being 

continually parked on Market Street that gutter cleaning is made very difficult. It was 

pointed out that this falls under Highways at Shropshire Council. Cllr Elner agreed to 

take this matter forward to Shropshire Council on the residents behalf and the Clerk 

will include the matter as an item for the September agenda. 

 
07/22/01 To receive apologies and reason for absence.   
  

   Apologies were received from Cllr J Mowl due to ill health. 

   It was moved by Cllr T Hunter, seconded by Cllr G Hutchinson and 

   RESOLVED – that the apologies received from Cllr J Mowl - be approved. 
   

07/22/02 Disclosure of Personal and Prejudicial Interests.   
 

  Councillor Name Item No 

 Cllr G Elner Twin-hatted member declared a 
personal interest in any matters 
relating to the Town Council’s 
relationship with Shropshire Council. 
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07/22/03 Grant Dispensations. 

   

Councillor Name Dispensation 

Cllr G Elner  Dispensation to allow participation 
and voting on all matters relating to 
Shropshire Council for his term of 
office. 

 
07/22/04  Police Matters.   

PC Barber presented reports confirming that during the months of May there had 

been a total of 49 calls for May 2022 and they break down as follows: 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 For June there had been a total of 40 calls, and they break down as follows: 

 

     

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Domestic 10 

Concern for safety 6 

Theft from vehicle 1 

Alarm-false activation 2 

Abandoned call 5 

Harassment/stalking 1 

Suspicious circumstances 3 

Road related offence 1 

Breach of bail 2 

Nuisance 2 

Rtc 1 

Hoax 1 

Threats 2 

Highway disruption 1 

Environmental 1 

Sudden death 1 

Assault 6 

Police generated/outside force 4 

Domestic 6 

Sudden death 1 

Theft from vehicle 2 

Suspicious circumstances 1 

Concern for safety 7 

Nuisance 5 

Criminal damage 1 

Theft 1 

Duplicate 1 

Burglary - residential 1 

RTC 4 

Harassment/stalking 1 

Abandoned call 2 

Sexual offences 2 

Shoplifting 2 

Drugs 1 

Highways 1 
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Members were very concerned that there was a significant increase to previous 

months in the recorded crimes and queried this with PC Barber. This was first time 

that PC Barber had presented the figures to Council, and she was unclear how PC 

Crump previously presented the figures but, she was going to investigate what level 

of reporting was required. 

  Exclusion of Press and Public 

 

 It was moved by Cllr G Elner, seconded by Cllr P Goulbourne and 
 

RESOLVED –that in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 
1960 and Section 100 (A) of the Local Government Act 1992, the public and press 
be excluded for the remainder of this item of business on the grounds that it may 
involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in the Acts.  

   
07/22/05 Casual Vacancies. 
   

 (a) The Clerk reported that one application had been received for co-option to fill 
the council vacancies. A copy of the application form had been circulated to 
councillors prior to the meeting in accordance with the Town Council’s Co-option 
Policy. 

  
(b) A five-minute presentation from the candidate was received. 

 
(c)  A vote was carried out with the successful candidate called back into the 
meeting to sign the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.  

 
 RESOLVED – that John Howard be co-opted to fill one of the council vacancies. 

. 

 07/22/06 Minutes.  

It was moved by Cllr P Goulbourne, seconded by Cllr M Sobczak and 
 
 RESOLVED – that the minutes of the Town Council meeting on 6th June 2022 be 

approved and signed by the Town Mayor as a true record. 
 
 (b) Minutes of the Finance Asset & Resources Committee held on Tuesday 28th June 

2022. - Noted. 

07/22/07 Progress report.  

Noted. 
 

07/22/08 Planning 

(a) Planning Applications for consideration: 

Reference:  22/02813/TCA   

Address:  21 Talbot Street, Ellesmere, Shropshire, SY12 0HG 

Proposal:  Works to a number of trees (see schedule) within Ellesmere Conservation 

Area. 

It was moved by Cllr P Goulbourne, seconded by Cllr M Hancock and 
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RESOLVED – that the application be supported. 

 

 (b) Planning Decisions (for information only) 

  Reference:  22/01224/FUL   
Address:  32 Scotland Street, Ellesmere, SY12 0EG 
Proposal:  Change of use and conversion of cellar and ground floor to provide two 
flats with formation of parking area 
Decision:  Grant Permission - Noted 

 
Reference:  22/01512/FUL 
Address:  The Flat, 32 Scotland Street, Ellesmere, Shropshire, SY12 0EG 
Proposal:  Proposed Alterations and Refurbishment of a two storey Flat 
Decision:  Grant Permission - Noted 

 
07/22/09  Finance/Contracts. 

 

(a)Town Council Payments for May 2022.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Payment Supplier Description Net Vat Gross Act

Fasterpay 2nd Ellesmere Brownies Grant 300.00 -          300.00 LG(MP)A1976,s19(3)

Fasterpay Administration Salaries May 6313.81 -          6313.81 LGA1972,s.112(2)

Fasterpay All Together Ellesmere MH Cleaning Apr 22 80.00 -          80.00 Food Act 1984 s.50

Fasterpay Amazon Polish 45.70 9.14        54.84 LGA1972 s111

Fasterpay Amazon Cleaning materials 16.64 3.34        19.98 LGA1972 s111

Fasterpay Eastwick Plant Centre Fruit Trees 57.00 -          57.00 LGA 1972,S.137

DD EE Clerks Mobile Apr 22 21.69 4.34        26.03 LGA1972 s111

DD EE Clerks Mobile May 22 21.69 4.34        26.03 LGA1972 s111

DD Entranet Broadband & Instllation 11.50 2.30        13.80
LGA 1972,S.111 

LGA(FP)1963,S.5

DD eslip Administration Costs 28.00 5.60        33.60 LGA1972,s.112(2)

Fasterpay Ellesmere In Bloom Grant 500.00 -          500.00 LG(MP)A1976,s19(3)

Fasterpay Fizzgigs Grant 300.00 -          300.00 LG(MP)A1976,s19(3)

Fasterpay Groundforce Gardening Maint 1062.50 212.50    1275.00 LGA 1972,S.111

Fasterpay HMRC PAYE/NI April 22 1441.46 -          1441.46 LGA1972,s.112(2)

Fasterpay J Hoare Degreaser 9.99 -          9.99 LGA 1972,S.111

Fasterpay J Hynes Keys 6.96 -          6.96 LGA 1972,S.111

Fasterpay iHub Telephones Apr 22 52.50 10.50      63.00 LGA 1972 s.111

DD Opus Gas TH 674.50 134.90    809.40 LGA 1972,S.133

DD Opus Electric TH 419.51 83.90      503.41 LGA 1972,S.133

Fasterpay
The New Saints FC 

Foundation
Grant 1200.00 -          1200.00 LG(MP)A1976,s19(3)

Fasterpay Northwood Nurseries Hanging Baskets & Planters 1095.75 219.15    1314.90 LGA 1972 s.111

Fasterpay Paperstone Ltd Stationery 148.76 29.75      178.51 LGA 1972 s.111

Fasterpay Paperstone Ltd Stationery 151.92 30.38      182.30 LGA 1972 s.111

DD Peninsula

Employment Services Business Safe 

& Online Services Apr 22
155.33 29.34      184.67 LGA 1972,S.111

DD Peninsula

Employment Services Business Safe 

& Online Services May 22
155.33 29.34      184.67 LGA 1972,S.111

DD Peninsula Provision of EAP 18.00 3.60        21.60 LGA 1972,S.111

Fasterpay PG Skips Skip Emptied TH 71.16 14.24      85.40 LGA 1972,S.111

Fasterpay PG Skips Skip Emptied MH 62.08 12.40      74.48 LGA 1972,s.214(6)

Fasterpay Princes Attend to sockets at TH 66.23 13.25      79.48 LGA 1972,S.111

Fasterpay Princes Maint to Control & Contact Panel 651.50 130.30    781.80 LGA 1972,S.111

Fasterpay Reliant Ltd Various invoices for IT support 91.50 18.30      109.80 LGA 1972,S.111

Fasterpay Rialtas Annual Support 541.00 108.20    649.20 LGA 1972 s.111

Fasterpay The Signtists Banner 65.00 -          65.00 LGA 1972,S.111

DD Ricoh Printer costs 105.15 21.03      126.18 LGA 1972,S.111

Fasterpay Shropshire Council Grant -Library 3000.00 -          3000.00 LG(MP)A1976,s19(3)

Fasterpay Shropshire Council Pensions Pensions April 1563.90 -          1563.90 LGA1972,s.112(2)

Fasterpay Shropshire Wildlife Trust Grant 130.00 -          130.00 LG(MP)A1976,s19(3)

Fasterpay TG Builders Hooks 3.98 0.80        4.78 LGA 1972 s.111

Fasterpay Technical Services CCTV Maint 1644.10 328.82    1972.92 LG&RA1997

Fasterpay Town Clerk
Reimbursement for zoom 

subscription
11.99 -          11.99 LGA 1972,S.111

Fasterpay Waterplus Town Hall supply 249.27 -          249.27 LGA 1972 s.125

Fasterpay Zip Aater Heaters Attend to Water Heater 193.50 38.70      232.20 LGA 1972,S.111

Fasterpay Zurich Insurnce Insurance 3435.93 -          3435.93 LGA 1972,S.111

Chq/Bank Payments made May 2022
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It was moved by Cllr P Goulbourne, seconded by Cllr G Hutchinson and 
 

 RESOLVED – that the payments for May 2022 be approved, confirmed, and signed. 
 

(b) Cemetery Working Group Payments for May 2022.  

  

 

 

 

It was moved by Cllr P Goulbourne, seconded by Cllr G Hutchinson and 

RESOLVED – that the payments for May 2022 be approved, confirmed, and signed. 

(c) Burial Land.  

A discussion took place highlighting the need for future burial land in the town.  Cllr 

Elner suggested that council investigates the viability of using the land to the rear of 

Berwyn View. The Clerk recommended a working group be set up and for and 

suggested writing to ERPC to advise them of the councils intention and see if they 

still intend to have a 50/50 ownership as they currently do at Ellesmere Cemetery. It 

was agreed that if Berwyn View land is not suitable to look jointly with ERPC for 

additional land. 

It was moved by Cllr G Elner, seconded by Cllr P Goulbourne and 

RESOLVED – to write to ERPC to inform them of the council’s intentions and ask if 

they are still happy to work jointly together. 

FURTHER RESOLVED – To form Land Working Group with the following members 

Cllrs A Wignall, P Goulbourne, T Hunter, G Elner, M Hancock and J Howard, to look 

at the viability of using the Land to the rear of Berwyn View. 

 

07/22/10 Delegation of Powers.   

To approve the delegation of powers to the Chair of the Finance, Assets and 
Resources Committee, Chair of Planning & Town Mayor along with Town Clerk to act 
on behalf of the Council during summer recess where necessary. 

  
It was moved by Cllr P Goulbourne, seconded by Cllr T Hunter and  

 

RESOLVED- that the delegation of powers for summer recess be approved. 

 

07/22/11 Community Speed watch & 20’s Plenty. 

(a) Feedback from residents from the Community Speed Watch Poll was given by the 
Town Clerk who confirmed that she had to take down the poll from Facebook due to 
residents changing the answers however, the majority answered no to Community 
Speed Watch. It was agreed to concentrate with the 20’s Plenty campaign and put 
Community speed watch on hold. 

Payment Supplier Description Net Vat Gross Act

so Groundforce Ltd Swan Hill Grounds Maint 1120.83 224.17    1345.00 LGA1972,S.214(6)

Fasterpay Bowen Son & Watson Management Fee 71.88 14.38 86.26 LGA1972,S.214(6)

Total 1,192.71 238.55 1,431.26

Chq/Bank Payments made May 2022
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(b) Town Clerk confirmed that she had recently written to lobby Shropshire Council 
Cabinet members and to approach other North Shropshire Councils and had so far 
received a positive response from other Councils with Wem Town Council being the 
only one that could not support the campaign. It had been suggested that once we 
had received our feedback from all councils that the Town Council would approach 
SALC to share our request to all other Town Councils throughout Shropshire. 

 Cllr Wignall suggested a questionnaire throughout the town being Councils next step. 
Cllr Hunter didn’t see the benefit from a questionnaire whilst Cllr Jones felt a public 
consultation would be the best way forward and to carry it out in October inviting 
someone from 20’s Plenty Campaign to come along and speak. Members identified 
roads that they would like to include in the campaign. 

 
It was moved by Cllr A Wignall seconded by Cllr T Hunter 

  
RESOLVED – to arrange a public consultation which will be carried out in October 

and to invite a representative for 20’s Plenty as guest speaker. 

07/22/12 Food & Fuel Poverty. 

  (a) The Food & Food Poverty Working Groups One Page Strategy was approved. 

It was moved by Cllr T Hunter seconded by Cllr P Goulbourne. 
 
RESOLVED – that the Food & Food Poverty Working Groups One Page Strategy was 

approved. 

 (b) Notes form the FFPWG meeting dated 21st June 2022. Noted 

(c) Members considered the suggestion of supporting an Ellesmere Community Food 

Sharing Project. 

It was moved by Cllr P Jones seconded by Cllr P Goulbourne. 
 
RESOLVED – that Council support an Ellesmere Community Food Sharing Project 
with publicity and signposting people to the project. 
 
(d) As the Town Council is already supporting Food and Fuel Poverty the clerk asked 
all members to send anything they would like promoted into the office. Noted. 
 
(e)  Members discussed the possibility of Council referring people in need of support 
to the Foodbank. Cllr P Jones felt that it was unfair to put this onto the council staff 
and stated that there is now already 3 referring agencies within the town. Members 
agreed to put a poster up signposting people to the local foodbank referrers.   
 
(f) Council noted that an open letter of support was sent to Shropshire MP’s. in the 
cost-of-living crisis. Noted 
 
(g)  Members were asked to consider the suggestion of encouraging people to 
donate their energy grants to local organisations so to enable them to support 
residents. 
 
It was moved by Cllr A Wignall seconded by Cllr G Elner 
 
RESOLVED – that Cllr A Wignall, G Elner and J Howard supported the proposal but, 
Cllrs P Goulbourne, G Hutchinson, P Jones, M Hancock and M Sobczak voted 
against the proposal – Not Supported. 
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07/22/13 Shropshire Verges Project. 

   

(a) The Ellesmere Verges Working Group One Page Strategy was approved but 

members agreed that a budget consideration for the 2023/2024 budget required 

fully researching before being approved. 

It was moved by Cllr A Wignall seconded by Cllr P Jones 
 

RESOLVED – that the Ellesmere Verges Working Group One Page Strategy be 

approved and Cllr Mowl to carry out more research for the 2023/2024 budget 

consideration. 

(b) The minutes of the EVWG meeting held on 13th June. Noted 

07/22/14 Shropshire Council Customer Service Bus.   

Cllr A Wignall commented that the service had been well received and asked 

members to consider a motion to ask Shropshire Council to extend the face-to-face 

customer service. Cllr Elner stated that the letter should be addressed to Lesley 

Picton, Ed Potter and Cllr Elner. 

It was moved by Cllr A Wignall seconded by Cllr G Elner 

RESOLVED – to write to Shropshire Council to request increased service. 

 

07/22/15 PCC Town & Parish Council Survey.   

West Mercia Police & Crime Commissioner had requested the completion of a 

survey, members went through the questions and formulated the Council’s 

response.  

07/22/16 Correspondence.  

(a) Cllr Wignall reported an open offer of support from MP Helen Morgan had been 

received together with posters requesting that they be put up within the town. 

Cllr Goulbourne suggested inviting Helen Morgan MP along to visit. Town Clerk 

suggested including Helen Morgan when she writes to Lesley Picton and Ed 

Potter.  

(b) Thank you letters from Fizzgigs & Ellesmere Youth Project. Noted 

(c) Cllr Wignall read to members an update letter sent to residents from Cornovii 

Developments. Noted 

07/22/17 Shropshire’s Outstanding Community 2022.  

Council decided not to enter. 

07/22/18 Planned Road Closures.  For information only. 

Road Closure:  Ultimate Weekend Triathlon-Ellesmere. 

Start Date: 17th July 2022 - End Date: 17th July 2022 

 

Purpose: The Ultimate Weekend Triathlon event is taking place in Ellesmere on 

Sunday 17th July 2022. The running event is taking place on Swan Hill to Coptiviney 

consequently the road will be closed from 7.30am to 12noon.  
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Road Closure:  Ellesmere 10K 
Start Date: 28th August 2022 - End Date: 28th August 2022 
 
Purpose: The Ellesmere 10K takes place in the town on 28th August 2022. Roads will 
be closed for various durations between 10am and 1230pm. Roads affected are: 
A495, Scotland St, Victoria St, Canal Way, A528, Mereside, Swan Hill, Grange Rd, 
Caegoody Lane, B5068 Elson Rd, Trimpley St, Wharf Rd, and New Wharf Rd. 
 
Road Closure:  Birch Road, Ellesmere 
 
Start Date: 15th August 2022 - End Date: 16th August 2022 
Purpose: Road Closure - Construction of damaged wall. 

Noted. 

07/22/19  Future Agenda Items.   

   None received. 
  

07/22/20  Future Meeting Dates.  

Mere Play Area Public Consultation between SC & TC. Ellesmere Town Hall. 

Wednesday 6th July 6.30pm – 8pm. 

Annual Town Walk Part 2 – Thursday 7th July 6.30pm.  Meeting at Beech grove 

Football Fields. 

Ellesmere Town Council – Monday 5th September 2022 at 7.15pm, Ellesmere Town 

Hall. 

Meeting of Councillors – Saturday 10th September 2022 at 10am, Ellesmere Town 

Hall.  

 Noted. 

07/22/21  Exclusion of Press and Public.  

It was moved by Cllr A Wignall, seconded by Cllr P Goulbourne and  

RESOLVED - that in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 
1960 and Section 100 (A) of the Local Government Act 1992, the public and press 
be excluded for the remainder of the meeting for the following items of business 
on the grounds that they may involve the likely disclosure of exempt information 
as defined in the Acts. 

07/22/22 Confidential Business Report.   

(a) No confidential minutes of the Town Council meeting held on Monday 6th June 

2022 to confirm. 

 Noted. 

07/22/23 Town Council Staffing.   

Town Clerk, Deputy Town Clerk and Admin Assistant left the room and Cllr 

Goulbourne took the minutes. 

Cllr P Goulbourne asked members to consider a motion to award the Clerk & 

Assistant Clerk with a bonus for exemplary performance during covid. 

It was moved by Cllr Goulbourne, seconded by Cllr Hutchinson and 
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RESOLVED – to award a bonus to the Clerk & Assistant Clerk. 

07/22/24 Appeal regarding Headstone & Kerbstone application at Ellesmere Cemetery.  

An email was read out to council from a resident wanting to appeal a decision made 

by the Cemetery Working Group.  Members considered the correspondence and 

agreed to have a site visit during their annual town walk on Thursday 7th July. 

07/22/25  Planning Enforcement Case. The Clerk reported details of a local planning 

enforcement case to members. Noted. 

 
 The meeting closed at 9:45pm 

 

Mayor:  ………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Date:    …………………………… 
 


