
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Working Group and Community Meeting 

held at Ellesmere Town Hall on Tuesday 25th January 2022 

 

Purpose of Meeting 

 

Ellesmere Town Council are looking to arrange a community event to celebrate the Queen’s 

Platinum Jubilee over the extended Bank Holiday Weekend 2nd – 5th June 2022 and would also like 

to put together a town programme of events for the occasion. 

Representatives of al local groups/committees/organisations and businesses were invited along to 

the meeting 

Meeting 

Town Mayor, Cllr Paul Goulbourne welcomed everyone to the meeting and shared the plans the 

Town Council currently has to support the Queen’s Green Canopy Campaign. 

The Queen’s Green Canopy Campaign (QGC) is a national project that the Shropshire Lieutenancy, 

together with Shropshire Council and Telford and Wrekin Council. 

Ellesmere Town Council are joining the campaign by planting 3 fruit trees at Canal & Rivers Trust, 

Ellesmere Boatyard Orchard, planting a tree at the Primary School and hopefully Lakelands 

Academy. 

The Town Council will also be planting a Black Polar on Birch Road Recreation Ground in March and 

unveiling a plaque possibly over the Jubilee weekend at the same time as hosting an official opening 

of Birch Road Nature Reserve, they will work alongside Shropshire Wildlife Trust to arrange this 

event, although we welcome involvement. 

Cllr Goulbourne invited each person present, to introduce themselves, the organisation/group or 

Business that they were there to represent as well as any plans that they were involved in. 

Cllr Pete Jones - Ellesmere Town Council as well as being a local resident. He is keen to support the 

council and any events of the local groups. He explained the Nationwide Jubilee Committee have 

issued examples of ways to celebrate the Jubilee. 

 

Roger Birch - Canal and Rivers Trust based at Ellesmere Boatyard.  He explained that consultants 

have been brought in to try and raise the profile of the yard and to raise valuable funds to make 

much needed repairs to the buildings.  They have managed to secure the Saturn boat for the next 

few years and would like to support local events in the town. 

Caroline Ford was at the meeting to represent Fizzgigs. 

Rob Whiteway is new to the Cellar Church and explained they are in the planning phases of an 

event, and he will be working with the youth group at Cellar Church. 

Phil Wright, Pastor of the Cellar Church and Manager of local shop More than a Sundae, will be 

holding a Jubilee service over the weekend and will be working with Rob Whiteway to organize some 

things with young people. 

Reverend Pat Hawkins of St Mary’s Church explained she is hoping to hold a Civic service possibly 

on Sunday 5th June, she offered to use the church for a big lunch if there is bad weather.  She is also 



planning a last night of the proms event in October, which will be held to celebrate the jubilee year. 

Pat is also looking into details of the beacon and the Town Clerk offered to help with beacon 

arrangements if needed. 

Alan Clarke of All Together Ellesmere, the CIC company that run the Market Hall was present to find 

out what plans are being made in town. He thinks getting the pubs involved with an event to partake 

in a tug of war would be popular. 

Lincoln McMullan introduced himself, he was also present to represent All Together Ellesmere. 

Barbara Pritchard of Ellesmere Bowling Club shared that they don’t currently have any plans. She 

explained that they are limited with what they are able to offer at the bowling club, but they would 

be happy to be involved in a trail or a community event. 

Pearl Allum was present to represent Ellesmere Carnival Committee together with Mandy Roberts, 

they felt that the community event that was held in 2012 had a fantastic turnout, that everyone had 

a great time at the fun day, participating in welly wanging and tug of war competitions and much 

more, she expressed that she thinks the event should be re-created and shared that the Carnival 

Committee has lots of equipment that could be used for an event.  The Clerk reported that if the 

event was recreated Oswestry Border Counties Gymnastics have offered to do a display and the bar 

licensee of the Town Hall has offered use of a portable stage if required. 

Tina Evans of Ellesmere Comrades Club said that the club has no plans as they would like to work 

together to support a community event that brings everyone together. 

Helen Jackson of Ellesmere Girl Guiding informed the group that they will be organising an outdoor 

event for Girl Guiding members, but they are also happy to support a community event in the 

Cremorne should one be organised.  

 

Derek Clifford of Ellesmere Rotary Club was present and offered Rotary’s to support for any local 

events. 

Mike Butterworth of Ellesmere Masons shared that they would like to do a Masonic Lodge open day 

to give people an insight into the Masons as they celebrate the Queen at every one of their 

meetings. 

Claire Cartilage of Ellesmere Sculpture Initiative and Fizzgigs shared they that they would like to be 

participate in community events. 

Joan Mowl was representing Ellesmere Sculpture Initiative and Fizzgigs and Ellesmere Town 

Council. She shared how she had sourced the fruit trees on behalf of the council for the orchard that 

will be planted at Ellesmere Boatyard and that Fizzgigs confirmed that Fizzgigs would like to perform 

at events in the town over the Jubilee period. She has been trying to locate the original crown that 

was made for the 2012 Jubilee, the Town Clerk said that she has also been in touch with the 

gentleman that created the crown. 

Anne Wignall was representing Ellesmere Town Council, Shropshire Wildlife Trust and Ellesmere 

College, she shared the events planned at the college, which are the Car Rally and Annual Art 

Exhibition. 

The Clerk reported on information that had been received from other groups that were unable to 

attend the meeting. 



 

 

Group Activity or Event Brief Description Date 

Yarn Bombers Making Decorations   

Ellesmere House Working on celebration 

plans 

  

Hope House Classics at the College 10am Rally from 

Harmer Hill to 

Ellesmere College 

where there will 

be a car exhibition 

until 4pm. 

Cost £11 per car 

early bird 

increasing to £15 

Saturday 4th June 

Ellesmere Primary 

School  

School Event Only. A week of learning 

the history of the 

royal family. Each 

year group will 

study a decade 

and dress up from 

their year for a 

street party on 

the last day of 

term. 

 

Severn Hospice 

Ellesmere Support 

Group 

Summer Sunday Lunch Ellesmere Town 

Hall 

Sunday 22nd May 

Ellesmere Methodist 

Church  

Possible Tea 

Dance/Coffee Morning 

Will hire the 

Methodist Church 

to any groups 

looking for a 

venue to hold an 

event. 

TBC 

 

 

In addition to the Town Council’s initial plans, discussions took place as to what people would like to 

see happen and organise over the jubilee weekend, the following suggestions were made: 

Civic Service & Beacon Lighting at St Mary’s Church 

Community Party in the park in the Cremorne Gardens 

An event to be held within the Town Centre, but to also link the canal and Boatyard. A soapbox race 

or hay bale race were a couple of possible suggestions. 



Participation on the National Big Lunch. 

A Jubilee trail around the town. 

Art Exhibition at the Market Hall. 

The possibility of Jubilee funding was mentioned by Rob Whiteway, the Clerk said she will look into 

this further, she will also look into the cost of road closures, which was also a concern shared by a 

few of the attendees. 

Various dates were discussed, and the Clerk suggested that each representative take the suggested 

ideas back to their groups/organisations for further discussion whilst she agreed to look into the 

dates and deliverability further.  It was agreed to meet again on Tuesday 15th February 2022 at 7pm. 

 


