
 

 

ELLESMERE TOWN COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Annual Town Meeting held in Ellesmere Town Hall on Tuesday 20th April 2021. 

 

PRESENT:   Town Mayor (Chair):  Cllr P Goulbourne 

 

Councillors: Cllrs A Devismes, R Hartley, G Hutchinson, D Lunn, J 

Mowl, M Hancock, and Mrs A Wignall 

 

   Town Clerk and RFO:  Jo Butterworth 

Deputy Town Clerk & 

Deputy RFO:   Jean Hynes 

Admin Assistant:  Vanessa Hughes 

Unitary Councillor:  0 

Members of the Public:  2 

Press:    1 

Guests: 4 

 

ATM 1/21 Welcome 
 
 The Mayor welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
  
ATM 2/21 2021/22 Grant Recipients 
 

 Caroline Ford from 2nd Ellesmere Brownies thanked the Council for its continual 
support. The group is run by 5 adults and 2 helpers. Last year the group made a 
loss of income £900 and throughout the pandemic lost nearly £2,000 but have 
managed to keep afloat and the funding from the council will help greatly. They 
have been conducting meetings via zoom throughout the pandemic, but have 
also managed to carry out some activities, collecting stamps raising £120 for 
RNILB, swimming, keep fit, canoe trip and PGL.  During the presentation, the 
meeting was shown videos from Maise and Morgan on their achievements over 
their 3 years in the 2nd Ellesmere Brownies. Caroline will be looking to retire at 
Christmas so they will be recruiting new leaders. 

 
 Julie Thorborn, Mayor of Ellesmere Bowling Club thanked the Council for last 

year’s grant which enabled them to purchase 10 sets of of junior bowls. There is 
a National event called the Big Bowls weekend happening on a couple of weeks 
and they have also been lucky to receive donations from companies within 
Ellesmere which will be re invested back into the community to provide 
refreshments. The club has seen and increased footfall and have needed to make 
the site safe with erecting new signs for vehicles, highlighting the steps, 
refurbishing benches, and felling of the conifer trees and this year’s grant will be 
put towards those costs. Within the two weeks of opening, they have already 
had ten new members. 

 
 Jenny Wilbraham from Fizzgigs thanked council for the grant they will use it 

towards the costs of future events. Last year they successfully held a pumpkin 
flinging competition on the recreation ground and erected the White Angel in St 



 

 

Mary’s Churchyard at Christmas. During the weekend of May 1st to 3rd they will be 
holding a Sprite of Spring community event, the sprites will be on display during 
daylights hours. 

 
 Edward Bevan Chair of the Ellesmere Branch of the Shropshire Wildlife Trust 

informed the meeting that the grant will be used to buy food for their feed the bird’s 
project. Volunteers have been given training and are visiting housebound and 
isolated people to refill their bird feeders weekly for them. This can be a lifeline link 
as loneliness is linked to an early death and therefore highly important that this 
project continues. 

 
ATM 3/21 Minutes 
 
 It was moved by Cllr A Wignall, seconded by Cllr M Hancock and 
 
 RESOLVED - that the minutes of the Annual Town Meeting on 9th May 2019 be 

approved and signed by the Town Mayor as a true record. 
 

ATM 4/21  Town Mayor Report on the Civic Year’s 2019/2021 
  

Cllr P Goulbourne, Town Mayor, presented his annual report for the people of 

Ellesmere, as follows: 

“Because last year’s Annual meeting was cancelled due to Covid-19 restrictions this 

report will cover 2 years from 2019/21. 

It has been an honour and a privilege to serve as Mayor of Ellesmere for the last 2 

years and to represent the town at various functions across the county, until Covid 

came along.  

I would like to thank my fellow councillors for their help and support during this 

time.  

I would also like to reiterate how proud I am of the way the local businesses in 

Ellesmere have supported the town during the unprecedented times we are living in. 

With shops delivering to shielding residents, and Pubs becoming takeaways and 

delivering to shielding residents.  

Also, I would like to thank the Town Council Ellesmere Covid 19 support group 

volunteers for the amazing job they have done in supporting the shielding vulnerable 

residents.  

 

During the 2019/20 period, together we have continued to work towards improving 

communication and accessibility with the residents and businesses in the town.  

With the support of my fellow councillors some of the things we have implemented 

and are working on are:  

• We have agreed to recognise the climate emergency and committed to 
become a carbon-neutral organisation by 2030, and to set up a working group. We 



 

 

also agreed to sign the Tree Charter.   
 

• The Vison for Ellesmere working group held a very successful workshop at 
the end of January with invited people from local businesses and community groups, 
to accommodate the number of participants, this was held over two nights. These 
two workshops generated numerous ideas, which the working group are going 
through now to try to move some of the ideas forward. 
  

• The Council appointed a Youth member, myself and the youth member 
visited all the youth organisations and schools in Ellesmere to explain the workings 
of the town council, with a view to involving them in any decisions that may impact 
them. 

• The Town Councils finances continue to remain in a healthy position.  
 

Then in March 2020 the country was hit with the Coronavirus, however, in late 

February we were alerted by Doctor Alison Hughes a GP living in Ellesmere and 

working in Wales to the huge number of cases of Covid-19 in Wales. As a result of 

Alison’s concerns the council agreed to organise a meeting at the Town Hall with 

interested community and Faith groups, this resulted in a Local Community Support 

Group being set up. Within a week we had set up a dedicated Facebook page and 

website all coordinated by the Town Council, with over 60 Volunteers.  

With over 80 clients, volunteers collected prescriptions and shopping for the 

venerable.  

The coordination of this was done by Town Clerk Jo Butterworth and her assistant 

Jean Hynes, which they undertook as well as their normal day to day work. With a 

ban on gatherings of more than two people all the Town Hall bookings were 

cancelled, we also had to Furlough all the caretaking/cleaning staff.  

The government banned all face-to-face council meetings and postponed all local 

and elected city Mayor’s elections, and council elections until 2021.  

As of April 2021, we currently have a full complement of councillors, who have been 

meeting regularly virtually by Zoom and have continued to work hard throughout 

the year for the benefit of the town.  

All are volunteers and give their time freely. I would like to thank them all for hard 

work and their support.  

Over the past year we have had the 85 streetlights that we own converted to LED 

lights, this can already be seen to be reducing our electricity usage meaning we are 

saving money. 

Down at Birch Rd in conjunction with Shropshire Wildlife Trust we have been 

successful in getting the area of the pond designated as a Local Nature Reserve. 

We have engaged the New Saints Foundation team to carry out a youth outreach 

project. Stage 1 was to establish what the youth of the town need. The team carried 

out 6 scoping visits, besides the young people they spoke to businesses owns local 

residents. The visits have shown that Ellesmere does not have huge problems with 

youth, the main cause of problems appear to be boredom. A weekly youth café or 



 

 

club would enable the town council and the town to offer the young people the 

opportunity to grow, develop and express themselves in a positive setting with peer 

mentoring. Covid-19 restrictions allowing the team will move onto stage 2 of the 

project. 

The Vision for Ellesmere working group developed and distributed to every 

household in Ellesmere Urban a questionnaire, we had over 200 completed 

questionnaires returned which was a very good outcome, the group are now 

working through and acting on some of the replies. One of the actions from the 

questionnaire was the amount of litter and dirty signs in the town.  

The Town Council has launched a volunteer group to carryout regular litter picks and 

hopefully sign cleaning in the town, now that the Covid-19 restrictions have been 

relaxed. The first meeting was last Sunday.    

The Town Council are moving forward with a plan to carry out works on the town 

hall leaking roof. We have had a survey done on the roof to find out the extent of 

the leaks and to come up with recommendations to permanently stop the leaks. 

Once this work has been completed the intention is to replace all windows with 

double glazed units to help to reduce our carbon footprint plus save costs on 

heating. Then redecorate the whole building. 

I would like to record my grateful thanks to the Town Clerk Jo Butterworth and her 

team, Jean and Vanessa as they have kept the Town Council running efficiently, 

arranging council meetings via Zoom, plus interpreting the Governments guidance 

for the town hall throughout the various lockdowns. 

ATM 5/21 Elector’s Issues and Concerns   
 

Julie Thorborn highlighted the ongoing problem of drug taking at the bowling club. 
 The Town Clerk informed the meeting that there has been some reorganisation 
within the Town Hall resulting in being able to offer West Mercia Police a community 
policing base and if the offer is accepted would create a greater police presence 
within Ellesmere.  
 
Ray Purcell had previously raised concerns of the speed limit from the Mere up to 
 the Tunnel. The Town Clerk stated that this is a long process but confirmed that it is 
in the place plan and will be looked at this year. 
 
He also had concerns of the lorries travelling up the lanes which were not designed 

 to cater for heavy loaded traffic and enquired where the responsibility lay. The Town 
 Clerk clarified that it laid with Shropshire Council and any comments or concerns 
 received by the Town Council will be forwarded onto Shropshire Council, Highways 
 department. 

 
 
The meeting ended at: 20.23pm 
 
 
Town Mayor: ………………………………………………………. 
 
 



 

 

 
Date:   ……………………………………………………….. 


