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ELLESMERE TOWN COUNCIL 

Minutes of an Extraordinary Meeting of the Town Council held in Ellesmere Town Hall on 

Monday 27th January, 2020 at 7.15pm. 

PRESENT:   Town Mayor (Chair):  Cllr P Goulbourne  

 

Councillors: Cllrs N Cull, G Elner, J Frost, M Hancock, R Hartley, 

G Hutchinson, D Lunn, Mrs J Mowl and Mrs A 

Wignall  

 

   Town Clerk:   Jo Butterworth 

Assistant Clerk:  Phil Smith 

 

Members of the Public:  0 

Press:    0 

 

Public Question Time     No members of the public were present. 

 
221/19 To Receive Apologies and Reason for Absence. 
  
 RESOLVED - that the apology received from Councillor B Reincke – prior 

engagement – be approved.  
 
222/19 Disclosure of Personal and Prejudicial Interests in Items on the Agenda 
  
 Cllrs P Goulbourne, G Hutchinson and Mrs A Wignall declared a non-pecuniary 

interest in relation to the funding request from Ellesmere Library, for 
consideration as part of agenda item 6a – Budget 2020/21.  

  
223/19 Grant Dispensations 
 
 The Town Mayor advised that the view of the National Association of Local 

Councils was that all or most Members of a Parish/Town Council will hold a 
disclosable pecuniary interest at a meeting setting the Council’s precept. Two 
years ago, in accordance with S.33 of the Localism Act 2011, all members of the 
Town Council were granted a dispensation to allow the precept requirements 
for 2018/19 and for the following three financial years to be discussed and 
determined (Minute 196/17).  Noted. 

  
224/19  Response to Public Questions 
 

   None received. 

225/19 Minutes 
 
 (i) Town Council Meeting – 6 January 2020 

It was moved by Cllr Mrs A Wignall, seconded by Cllr G Hutchinson and  

 RESOLVED - that the minutes of the Town Council meeting on 6 January, 
2020 be approved and signed by the Town Mayor as a true record. 
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226/19 2020/21 Budget 
 
 The Finance, Asset & Resources Committee had looked at the 2019/20 budget 

proposals in detail on 15 January 2020, and the draft minutes of that meeting 
had been circulated. The Committee had made a number of recommendations 
for consideration by the Full Council. The Town Clerk reported that since that 
meeting, a rounding adjustment had been made to the figures which meant the 
precept requirement (with a 4% council tax increase) was £231,193.00 
(equivalent to an increase of £5.98 for a Band D property), with a contribution 
from Reserves of £10,577. 

 
 The following information had been circulated to Members: 

-  Draft budget estimates for 2020/21; 
-  Budget explanations document; 
- Earmarked Reserves 
-  Outstanding loans; 
- Bank Balances; 
- Detailed Income and Expenditure; 
- Ellesmere Town Council Tax Base 

 

 Members were supportive of the recommendation to include provision of £5k to 
support Ellesmere Library, but that from the usage figures provided by the 
Library it was clear that a significant proportion were from neighbouring 
parishes, and that the Library should also request these councils for assistance 
rather than just the Town Council.  

 
 The Town Clerk advised that it was proposed to treat the Neighbourhood Fund 

monies as an Earmarked Reserve, which would make it easier to monitor.  The 
Council would be receiving £12,385.19 for 2019/20, which when added to the 
unspent Fund monies from previous years, created a Reserve of £17,417 
(rounded-up), and which would be shown as 3 separate reserves for each year 
they were received. 

 
It was moved by Cllr Mrs A Wignall, seconded by Cllr D Lunn and 

 
 RESOLVED  - 
 

(a) that the total Town Council expenditure for 2020/21 be increased to 
£278,600; 

 
 (b) that the following variations to the draft budget estimates be approved; 
 - increase Membership fees by £63 to £2163 to allow for an increase in 

SALC membership 
 - increase Awards/Gifts budget by £10 to £30; 
 - reduce Contingencies for Town Council Administration by £1000 to 

£2500; 
 - reduce Contingencies for Community Services by £1000 to £1000; 
 - reduce Grants budget by £8100 to £2050 to reflect that no grant to be 

paid to the Cemetery Working Group for 2020/21; 
 - include provision of £5000 for financial assistance/support to Ellesmere 

Library; 
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 - include provision of £1500 for climate change initiatives under a new 
Town Hall Projects cost centre; 

 - include provision of £700 for payment of deficit recovery amount to 
Shropshire County Pension Fund.  

 
(NB: Cllrs P Goulbourne, G Hutchinson and Mrs A Wignall did not vote in respect 
of the request for funding from Ellesmere Library) 

 
(c) that £10,577 be taken as a one-off from Reserves to support the budget 
expenditure for 2020/21. 
 
It was moved by Cllr R Hartley, seconded by Cllr Mrs J Mowl and resolved 
 
(d) that the accumulated Neighbourhood Fund monies of £17,417 be 
identified as three separate Earmarked Reserves within the accounts.   

  
227/19 Council Tax Precept Request 2020/21 
 
 Further to the discussions and recommendations at minute 226 above, it was 

moved by Cllr N Cull, seconded by Cllr G Hutchinson and 
 

   RESOLVED –   

(a) that a precept request of £231,193 be approved; 

   (b) that the Band D Council Tax increase is 4.0% from £149.47 to  

   £155.45 – equivalent to 11.5p per week. 

228/19  Public Works Loans Board 

The Town Clerk reported that it was necessary to apply for an extension to the 
original terms of the loan from the Public Works Loan Board for the provision of 
LED street lighting. This needed to be formally resolved and signed by Members. 

 
   It was moved by Cllr R Hartley, seconded by Cllr G Hutchinson and 

RESOLVED  - that an application for an extension to the loan from the 

Public Works Loan Board be approved.    

229/19 Date of Next Meeting 
 
 Monday 3 February 2020. 
 
230/19 Exclusion of Press and Public 
 
 It was moved by Cllr G Hutchinson, seconded by Cllr Mrs A Wignall and 
  
 RESOLVED - that in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to 

Meetings) Act 1960 and Section 100 (A) of the Local Government Act 1992, 
the public and press be excluded for the remainder of the meeting for the 
following items of business on the grounds that they may involve the likely 
disclosure of exempt information as defined in the Acts. 
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231/19  Exempt Minutes 
 
 The exempt minutes of the meeting held on 6th January 2020 were circulated. 
 
 It was moved by Cllr Mrs A Wignall, seconded by Cllr G Elner and  
 
 RESOLVED – that the exempt minutes of the meeting held on 6th January 

2020 be approved and signed by the Town Mayor as a true record. 
 
232/19 Staffing Matters 
 
 The exempt minutes of a meeting of the Staffing & Governance Sub-Committee 

on 15 January 2020 were circulated. Consideration was given to 
recommendations in relation to a review of Town Council staffing and 
temporary staffing arrangements. 
 

 

The meeting closed at 7.54pm 
 
 

 
 

Mayor:  ………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 

 Date:    …………………………… 
 


