ELLESMERE TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held in Ellesmere Town Hall on Monday 6t January, 2020

at7.15pm.
PRESENT: Town Mayor (Chair): Cllr P Goulbourne

Councillors: Cllrs N Cull, G Elner, ] Frost, M Hancock, R Hartley,
G Hutchinson, D Lunn, B Reincke and Mrs A
Wignall

Town Clerk & RFO: Joanne Butterworth

Assistant Clerk: Phil Smith

Unitary Councillor: 1

Members of the Public: 0

Press: 1

Police: 0

Guests: 0

Public Question Time No public were present

196/19 To Receive Apologies and Reason for Absence.

RESOLVED - that the apologies received from Cllr Mrs A Devismes - work
commitment - and Cllr Mrs ] Mowl - holiday - be approved.

197/19 Disclosure of Personal and Prejudicial Interests in Items on the Agenda

None received.

198/19 Grant Dispensations

None received.

199/19 Response to Public Questions

None received.
200/19 Police Matters

PC Paul Crump was not able to attend the meeting, so the Town Mayor read out
the Police report for December:

“There have been 16 Recorded Crimes reported during the Month of December,
broken down as follows:

6 x Assaults (all parties known to each other)

4 x Theft (3 from Shops and 1 from a house).

2 % Criminal Damage (to vehicles).

2 x Harassment (Domestic related)

1 x Fraud

1 x Theft of Motor Vehicle (Town Centre).
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Of the above, there are active ongoing enquiries into 12 of the incidents. This is
clearly higher than the previous month, however, we would expect an increase
due to the time of year.

Christmas and New Year festivities were not problematic. Safer Roads
Partnership carried out a speed check in the 40mph limit on Grange Road, and
the results came back within the acceptable limit”.

The Town Clerk added that there was an item later on the agenda in relation to
the speed monitoring on Grange Road.

Shropshire Council Report

Shropshire Cllr Mrs A Hartley reported on the following matters:

- The new planning application for housing development on land to the south
of Canal Way (which had been discussed by the Planning & Infrastructure
Committee earlier that evening) had highlighted the need for a boundary
change to move that area into Ellesmere Town, given that the residents of
these new houses would look to the town and the Town Council for their
services and infrastructure. If agreement could be found with Ellesmere
Rural Parish Council on a revised boundary, it was felt that Shropshire
Council would re-consider the matter. The Town Clerk reported that she
would contact the ERPC Clerk to request further discussions about the
boundary.

- Shropshire Council had agreed to a motion to offer ex-service personnel an
interview for any job vacancy they applied for where they met the criteria.
Other organisations were being encouraged to follow suit.

- Atask force was developing a Climate Change Strategy which would link to
the Council's spending/budget, and a number of measures/policies were in
place to reduce the Council’s carbon footprint. In response to a question
about encouraging more jobs locally to reduce travel-to-work journeys, she
stated that that could link into the Economic Development Strategy.

Minutes
(i) Town Council Meeting - 2 December
It was moved by Cllr J Frost, seconded by Clir R Hartley and

RESOLVED - that the minutes of the Town Council meeting on 2 December,
2019 be approved and signed by the Town Mayor as a true record.

(i) Finance, Asset & Resources Committee - 16 December

The draft minutes of the meeting held on 16 December 2019 were noted. A
number of recommendations to Council were considered, and it was
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(a) that the Committee’s terms of reference and the Council’s Financial
Regulations be amended to reflect that the Finance, Asset & Resources
Committee has delegated powers to award contracts up to the value of
£5,000, and to review both documents at a future meeting to ensure
that they are consistent;

(b) that the following sums be included in the 2020/21 draft budget
estimates:
£2,000 — Tuesday Market costs
£2,050 - Community Grants
£80,000 - Town Council staffing
£30,000 ~ Town Hall staffing
£1,450 - Staff training
£500 - Councillor training
£1,000 - Town Promotion
An additional £1,400 to be included for Professional Fees

(c) that Earmarked Reserves of £2,250 in 2020/21 and a further £2,250 in
2021/22 be allocated for Election costs;

(d) that an Earmarked Reserve of £2,000 be included in the 2020/21
budget for future Youth Provision in the town;

(e) that the Cemetery staffing costs be recouped from the Cemetery
Working Group account for 2018/19 and 2019/20.

Action List from December’s meeting

The updated action list had been circulated, and was noted.

Finance/Contracts

(i) Payments for November 2019

The payments made during November, 2019 had been circulated with the
Agenda. It was moved by Clir P Goulbourne, seconded by Cir Mrs A Wignall and

RESOLVED - that the payments for November 2019 be approved, confirmed
and signed as a true copy.

(ii) 2020/21 Budget Deliberations & Council Tax Precept

The Town Clerk reported that work continued on the draft budget estimates,
which would be considered by the Finance, Asset & Resources Committee on 15
January 2020 for recommendation to the special meeting of the Town Council on
27 January 2020. In relation to the Precept, it was reported that Shropshire
Council had determined that the Council Tax taxbase figure for Ellesmere TC was
1,487.25 Band D equivalent. This was an increase of 4.71% compared to the
current financial year. Noted.

(iii) Bank Balances - 3¢ Quarter
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No 1 Account - £58,994.74, No 2 Account (Neighbourhood Fund) £5,944.60, No 3
Account (Reserves) £107,943.14, Santander Account (Reserves) £85,099.70,
Cemetery Working Group £47,353.25. Noted.

(iv) Internal Auditor 2020/21

The Town Clerk reported that the Council needed to appoint its internal auditor
for the next financial year. The current provider had fulfilled the role for some
years and provided a good service, but there was a discussion as to whether it
was good practice to change the auditor from time-to-time. However, it was also
acknowledged that it would be beneficial for the Town Clerk to have continuity
in financial/auditing arrangements for the next twelve months. [t was moved by
Cllr G Elner, seconded by Cllr G Hutchinson and

RESOLVED - that JDH Business Services be appointed as Internal Auditor
for 2020/21, but for the following year a market tender exercise be
undertaken for the provision of the service.

(v) Town Gardening Contract 2020/21

The Town Clerk reported on quotes that had been received from five
contractors. All the tenderers had been provided with the same contract
specification and therefore the quotes could be considered on a like-for-like
basis. All the tenderers were local companies. Following answers to questions, it
was moved by Cllr Mrs A Wignall, seconded by Cllr G Hutchinson and

RESOLVED - that the quotation of £13,450 (to include bringing flower beds
up to standard) submitted by tenderer 4 be approved.

(vi) CCTV 2020/21

The Town Clerk reported that the Police had recommended an additional three
CCTV cameras for the Town Centre in order to provide coverage of existing
‘blind spots’. Initial enquiries with the current CCTV provider had indicated this
would cost around £15,500, although an application could be made to the
Community Safety Partnership for 50% matched funding. The Police & Crime
Commissioner’s Shropshire representative had suggested that the Council
consider linking the CCTV system into the Oswestry CCTV room operated from
Oswestry Police Station using Police volunteers who monitored the cameras in
real time, as well as considering AMPR equipped cameras that Oswestry used. It
was noted that this had been looked at a number of years ago, but it was felt that
it would be useful to visit the Oswestry CCTV set-up to see what benefits it could
offer to Ellesmere. Members also agreed in principle to the need for an
additional three CCTV cameras, and to note that there would probably be an
additional ongoing maintenance cost for the cameras.

[t was moved by Clr G Elner, seconded by Cllr | Frost and

RESOLVED -

(a) that an Earmarked Reserve of £5,000 for additional CCTV coverage be
included in the 2020/21 budget estimates;
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(b) that arrangements be made to meet with the Oswestry CCTC Co-
ordinator and to view their system.

(vii) Street Lighting

Further to minute 159v, the Town Clerk reported that confirmation had been
received that the final sum for the cost of the LED conversion of the Council’s
street lighting columns was £16,916.39, and that the Public Works Loans Board
had confirmed that this sum could be drawn down from the previously approved
loan. Noted.

Finance - Cemetery Working Group
(i) Payments for November 2019

The payments made during November, 2019 had been circulated with the
Agenda. It was moved by Cllr ] Frost, seconded by Clir Mrs A Wignall and

RESOLVED - that the payments for November 2019 be approved, confirmed
and signed as a true copy.

Town Clerk’s Report

The report, which included details of the Town Mayor and Deputy Mayor's
engagements during December, was noted.

Clerk’s SL.CC Mentorship

The Town Clerk reported that she had had her first meeting with her mentor,
Ann Wilson. Noted.

Local Council Awards Scheme

The Town Clerk reported that for the Town Council to continue to qualify for the
Local Council Award Scheme, it needed to confirm that it met the criteria in
terms of publication of information and evidence of relevant documents and
policies.

RESOLVED - that a Task & Finish Group, consisting of Clirs P Goulbourne, G
Hutchinson and Mrs A Wignall, meet on 15 January 2024 to go through the
checklist for the Local Council Awards Scheme.

Open Watercourse, Old Dairy Site

Further to minute 187 at the last meeting, the Town Mayor reported that
representatives of Shropshire Council had met with the landowner, and
agreement had been reached for him to carry out work to clear the overgrown
watercourse on his land. However, the ground was currently too wet to support
machinery etc, and so the work was not likely to take place until nearer Easter.

The Town Clerk added that the Canal & River Trust had raised concerns at the
poor condition of The Mere culvert, and it was believed that the soakaways on
Dairy Grove/Jebb Court were also contributing to the flooding issues there.

Shropshire Council’s Drainage Engineer was seeking to hold a meeting with all
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stakeholders who own or had a vested interest in the watercourse to agree a
plan on how to improve the situation. This could include carrying outa CCTV
survey of the culvert and jetting where necessary to ensure good flow was
reinstated. The Town Council would be expected to meet the cost of any such
work on its land, and it was AGREED to include a sum in the 2020/21 hudget
estimates.

210/19 Grange Road Speed Monitoring

The Town Mayor read out a report from the West Mercia Road Safety Team
following recent monitoring of vehicle speeds in the 40mph zone on Grange
Road, following concerns that had been raised by local residents (see minute
113). They had not identified any speed where it would be appropriate for the
road safety team to enforce. There was an 85th% (the speed at which 85% of
trave) at or below) of 40.9mph. This was an industry standard to indicate if
there was a speeding issue, which in this case was not indicated. The mean
speed was 35.2mph which was considered good in a 40mph limit. The results
remained consistent with the previous data collected here in 2017.

The Town Clerk added that she would let the local residents know the outcome
of the speed monitoring. However, there did not appear to be the evidence to
support the provision of speed reduction measures at this location. Noted.

211/19 Local Electricity Bill

A request had been received from the Power for People organisation for the
Council to support the Local Electricity Bill which, if made law, would empower
focal communities to sell locally generated clean energy directly to local
customers by establishing a statutory Right to Local Supply. Given the Council's
support for actions to reduce global warming, it was moved by Cllr P
Goulbourne, seconded by Cllr Mrs A Wignall and

RESOLVED - that the Council supports the Local Electricity Bill and writes
to the organisers of the campaign for the Bill expressing its support.

212/19 Beech Grove Recreation Area

The Town Clerk on a request from Ellesmere Rangers Football Club (ERFC) for
repairs to be made to the Council owned access road and car park for the
Recreation Area and ERFC. The area had previously been laid with
hardcore/scalpings, and it was suggested that the most cost effective solution
was for this to be repeated. She would investigate the amount of materials that
would be required and seek quotes for the cost, and report back to Council. It
was anticipated that ERFC would arrange for the work to be done. Noted.

213/19 Pick & Mix Events
The Town Clerk read out a proposal from a company who offered to run
community events, with examples of the type of events they organised in other

areas. Members felt that it was worth exploring further, and it was

AGREED - to invite Pick & Mix Events to meet with the Council and other
interested parties (eg: Fizzgigs, Chamber of Trade) to discuss what they

can offer in more detail.
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L ?///Zy |



214/19 Ellesmere Amateur Dramatics Society (EADS

The Town Clerk reported on a request from EADS to use the Clerk’s Office to
access both sides of the stage during the upcoming pantomime performances
later in January. Due to the General Data Protection Regulations, the auditor had
stated that no community groups should have private access to the Clerk’s Office.
This had been communicated to EADS last year and, while it was accepted that it
was inconvenient, the Council could not be in breach of statutory legislation.

It was moved by ClIr R Hartley, seconded by Cllr G Elner and
AGREED - that EADS not be allowed access to the Clerk’s Office as it would
constitute a breach of the Data Protection Regulations, but to suggest that

they move the stage forward in order to allow access to both sides from the
rear.

215/19 Councillors’ Reports

No reports had been received.

216/19 Committee /Warking Group Future Meeting Dates

Finance, Asset & Resources Committee - 15 January 2020

217/19 Dates of Next Meetings

Monday, 27% January, 2020 at 7.15pm - Special Budget meeting
Monday 3¢ February 2020 at 7.15pm — Monthly Town Council meeting

218/19 Exclusion of Press and Public
It was moved by Clir R Hartley, seconded by Cllr G Hutchinson and
RESOLVED - that in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to
Meetings) Act 1960 and Section 100 (A) of the Local Government Act 1992,
the public and press be excluded for the remainder of the meeting for the

following items of business on the grounds that they may involve the likely
disclosure of exempt information as defined in the Acts.

219/19 Exempt Minutes

The exempt minutes of the meetings held on 4% November and 274 December
2019 were circulated.

It was moved by Cllr P Goulbourne, seconded by Clir Mrs A Wignall and

RESOLVED - that the exempt minutes of the meetings held on 4 November
and 21d December 2019 be approved and signed by the Town Mayor as a
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220/19 Town Council Staffing

A reportwas received.

The meeting closed at 9.22pm
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Date: 11/12/2018

Ellesmere Town Council 2019/2020

Page 1

Time: 18:50 Town Council Current Afc
List of Payments made between 01/11/2019 and 30/11/2019

Date Paid Payee Name Reference Amount Paid Authorized Ref  Transaction Detall
01/11/2019  British Telecom DER 93.75 JCb Clerks Phones x 2
04/11/2018¢ B Lewis Si0 1,0621.21 JCB Gardening Centract - November
07/11/2019  All Tegether Ellesmere 7831 100.00 JCRB Tuesday Market Cleaning
07/11/2019  Shrops Assoc of Local Councils 7932 30.40 JCB ClIr training ~ A Devismes
07/11/2019  Princes LHS Lid 7833 15.60 JCB Genereal Maintenance - TH
07/11/2019 PG Skips Ltd 7934 81.86 JCB Skip Hire - Mkt Hall
07/11/2018 PG Skips Ltd 7935 93.96 JCE Skip Hire - TH
07/11/2019  Matthew Shore 7936 42.50 JCB Electrical Repairs - Cross St
07/11/2019  Ellesmere Chamber of Commefce 7937 1,000.0¢ JCB Contribution towards Leaflet
07/11/201¢  Peninsula Business Services Lt DDR 21.860 JCB EAP Payment
08/11/201¢ Ricoh UK Lid DDR 198.51 JCB Printer Qtrly Meter Clicks
13/11/2019  Opus Energy DDR 652.25 JCb Gas - TH
44/11/2019 HM Plumbing & Maintenance Lid 7938 1,000.00 JCB Final Bench Refub Payment
14/11/2019 J Reeves - CoCo's Coffee Shop 7939 48.00 JCB Refreshments
14/11/2019  Miss Joanne Butterworth 7940 26.31 JCB Remembrance Refreshments
14/11/2018  Tudor Griffiths 7941 33.53 JCB General Maintenance - TH
14/11/2019  Tudor Griffiths 794 17.88 JCb Gnereal Maintenance - TH
14/11/2019  Groundferce Ltd SO 728.00 JCB Grounds Maintenance
15/11/2019  Shropshire Council DDR 847.00 JCB Business Rates - TH
21/11/2019  Border Janitorial Supplies 7944 178.65 JCB Cleaning Materials ~ TH
21/11/2019  Shropshire Council 7945 1,472.80 JCB Joint Energy Costs Oct- Dec
21/11/2019  Kath Hoskisson Craven 7947 12.96 JCB Bulbs - TH Remibursed
2111172019 T J Weils Carpentry 7948 15.00 JCB Door Adjustments - Cross St
21/11/2019  Mr Des Harvey 7850 50.00 JCB Trolley for Town Hall
21/11/2019  HMRC FASTERPAY 827.41 JCB TAX & NI - Cctober
21/11/2019 Royal British Legion 7949 25.00 JCB Wreath Donation
21/11/2019  Paperstone Lid 7943 168.06 JCB Stationery & First Aid
21/11/2019  HM Revenue & Customs FASTERPAY 0.01 JCB Roundup amendment
22/11/2019  Mr Clive Parry 7946 5.00 JCB Glue for TH - Reimbursed
26/11/2019 EE & T-Mobile DCR 22.58 JCB Clerk's Mobile
27/11/2019  ADMINISTRATION FASTERPAY 1,836.89 Administration
27/11/2019  ADMINISTRATION FASTERPAY 709.53 JCB Administration
27/11/2019  ADMINISTRATION FASTERPAY 666.80 JCB Administration
27/11/2019  ADMINISTRATION FASTERPAY 403.53 JCB Adminsitration
271412019  ADMINISTRATION FASTERPAY 526.32 JCB Administration
27/111/2019  ADMINISTRATION FASTERPAY 312.78 JCB Administration
27/11/2019  ADMINISTRATION FASTERPAY 549.62 JCB Administration
271472018 ADMINISTRATION FASTERPAY 223.25 JCB Adminsitration
27/41/2019  ADMINISTRATION FASTERPAY 1,048.44 JCB Administration
27/11/2019  ADMINISTRATION FASTERPAY 581.54 JCB Administration
28/11/2019  Tudor Griffiths 7952 6.36 JCbh General Maintenance
28/11/2019  Lite Ltd 7953 3,295.80 JCB Xmas Lights ~ 2nd Insiallment
28/11/2019 K A Lee Joinery 7954 540.00 Min Ref: 131/18 Celling repairs - TH
28/11/2019  Waterplus 7955 1,305.84 JCB Water - TH
28/11/2019 Vermeulens 7956 15.00 JCB Christmas Window Competition
28/11/2019  The Rural Charity Shop 7957 20.00 JCB Xmas Window Competition
28/11/2019 Paperstone Ltd 7951 86.95 Stationery & Stamps
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Dats: 11/12/2019 Ellesmere Town Council 2019/2020 Page 2
Time: 18:50 Town Council Current Afc

List of Payments made between 01/11/2019 and 30/11/2019

Date Paid Payee Name Reference Ameunt Paid Authorized Ref  Transaction Detail
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Date: 11/12/2019 EHesmere Town Council 2019/2020 Page 1
Time: 18:51 Cemetery Working Group

List of Payments made between 01/11/2019 and 30/11/2019

Date Paid Payee Name Reference Amount Paid Authorized Ref  Transaction Detail
06/11/2019 Bowenson & Watson FASTERPAY 82.50 JCB 12.50% Management Fee
14/11/2019  Groundforce Ltd S0 1,345.00 JCB Grounds Maintenance Cemetery
21/11/2019  Groundforce Lid 000094 120.00 JCB Groundforce Lid
Total Payments 1,547.50
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