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ELLESMERE TOWN COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held in Ellesmere Town Hall on Monday 2nd December, 

2019 at 7.15pm. 

PRESENT:   Town Mayor (Chair):  Cllr P Goulbourne  

 

Councillors: Cllrs N Cull, G Elner,  J Frost, M Hancock, R 

Hartley, G Hutchinson, D Lunn, Mrs J Mowl, B 

Reincke and Mrs A Wignall 

 

   Assistant Clerk:  Phil Smith  

 

Unitary Councillor:  0 

Members of the Public:  0  

Press:    0 

Police:    1 

Guests: O 

 

 Public Question Time     No public were present 

 

167/19 To Receive Apologies and Reason for Absence. 
 
 The Town Mayor reported that the Town Clerk was poorly, and was not able to 

attend tonight’s meeting. 
  
 RESOLVED – that the apology received from Cllr Mrs A Devismes – work 

commitment – be approved.    
 
168/19 Disclosure of Personal and Prejudicial Interests in Items on the Agenda 
  
 None received. 

 
169/19 Grant Dispensations 
 
 None received. 
 
170/19  Response to Public Questions 
 
  None received. 
 
171/19 Police Matters 
 
 PC Paul Crump presented the Police report for November: 
 

“A total of 6 crimes recorded as follows: 
- 3 assaults (all parties known to each other) 
- 3 criminal damage (to windows and fences) 

  
The Winter Festival was well organised and attended, and from a Police 
perspective, there were no incidents of note. Remembrance Sunday went well, 
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and thanks were extended to SC Jones and PCSO Walker who attended in their 
own time”. 
 
Further to the discussion at the last meeting about police attendance at 
meetings, the Assistant Clerk reported that a response had been received from 
Inspector Tracy Ryan from the North Shropshire Safer Neighbourhood Team. 
She had apologised that the Council had not seen a regular presence 
recently, but there were occasions when this would not be possible due to shift 
patterns and operational incidents. The team could be contacted in a number of 
other ways if issues needed to be communicated for action – and the email from 
Inspector Ryan with further details would be circulated to Members.  In 
response to questions about police numbers locally, PC Crump confirmed that 
resources had been a third down over the last couple of months. Recruitment of 
additional Officers and Community Support Officers was taking place and, while 
it would be a high-level decision within the Force as to where they would be 
deployed, it was hoped that Oswestry and North Shropshire would see some  
increase in numbers. 
 
In response to a question from Cllr N Cull, PC Crump stated that motoring 
offences were dealt with separately and were not included in the crime statistics 
for the town. Cllr Mrs J Mowl asked if ‘County Lines’ gangs were operating in 
Ellesmere, and PC Crump advised that there was no evidence of that – it was 
more of an issue in Oswestry. Nevertheless, any suspicions of children being 
involved with such gangs should be reported to the Police or their school.   

 
172/19 Shropshire Council Report 
 
 Shropshire Cllr Mrs A Hartley was unable to attend the meeting due to a prior 

commitment.  However, she had conveyed the following: 
 

- Shropshire Council was currently in a “purdah” period due to the upcoming 
General Election; 

- The Leader had announced a spending freeze until the end of the financial 
year.  
 

173/19 Minutes 
 
 It was moved by Cllr Mrs A Wignall, seconded by Cllr G Hutchinson and  
 
 RESOLVED - that the minutes of the Town Council meeting on 4 November, 

2019 be approved and signed by the Town Mayor as a true record. 
 
174/19  Action List from November’s meeting 
 
 The updated action list had been circulated, and was noted. 
 
175/19  Planning 
 

a) Planning Applications For Consideration 

 

None received. 
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b) Planning Decisions – Recent decisions to grant planning permission for a new 

porch and double garage/games room at Redbridge House, Birch Road, rear and 

side extensions at 55 Oak Drive, and formation of additional vehicular access at 

The Mallards, Grange Road were noted.  

176/19  Budget Deliberations 2020/21 

 

(i) VE Day Celebrations - the Town Mayor reported on the plans being made to 

commemorate the 75th anniversary of VE Day on 8 May 2020 – including a 

parade, flag ceremony and evening concert at the Town Hall. It was proposed 

that a small contingency be included in next year’s budget to cover any costs 

associated with the planned events. It was moved by Cllr P Goulbourne, 

seconded by Cllr G Hutchinson and  

 

RESOLVED – that £300 be included in the draft 2020/21 budget estimates 

for the VE Day celebrations. 

 

(ii) Ellesmere Chamber of Commerce – further to the discussion at the last 

meeting (see minute 144/19iii), the Town Mayor reported that the Chamber of 

Commerce had now withdrawn any further funding requests in order to carry 

out further research and with a view to entering into future talks with the Town 

Council to discuss working collaboratively to encourage tourism for 

Ellesmere.  The position was noted. 

 
177/19  Finance/Contracts 

 
(i) Payments for October 2019 
 
The payments made during October, 2019 had been circulated with the Agenda.  
It was moved by Cllr R Hartley, seconded by Cllr Mrs A Wignall and 
 
RESOLVED – that the payments for October 2019 be approved, confirmed 
and signed as a true copy. 
 
(ii) Printer Quotation 
 
The Assistant Clerk reported that a new printer/copier was required in the 
Reception Office. Like for like quotations had been sought from three suppliers 
based on 3 and 5 year lease periods. Following answers to questions, it was 
moved by Cllr G Elner, seconded by Cllr G Hutchinson and  
 
RESOLVED – that the lowest quotation of £18.87 per month for a 5 year 
lease period submitted by supplier 3 be approved. 
 
(iii) Chair Cleaning Quotation 
 
The Assistant Clerk reported that, following complaints about the condition of 
some of the Town Hall chairs, quotations had been sought from three companies 
for the cleaning of 266 chairs. The work would be done over the Xmas/New Year 
period when the Town Hall was relatively quiet. It was moved by Cllr R Hartley, 
seconded by Cllr B Reincke and  
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RESOLVED – that the lowest quotation of £2.90 per chair submitted by 
company 3 be approved. 
 

178/19  Finance – Cemetery Working Group 
 

 (i) Payments for October 2019 
 
The payments made during October, 2019 had been circulated with the Agenda.  
It was moved by Cllr Mrs A Wignall, seconded by Cllr P Goulbourne and 
 
RESOLVED – that the payments for October 2019 be approved, confirmed 
and signed as a true copy. 

 
179/19 Co-option Policy 
 
 The Co-option Policy had been reviewed, and proposed amendments had been 

circulated. Members felt that the changes addressed the concerns that had been 
raised about the process following the last co-option exercise.  Cllr Mrs A Wignall 
suggested that the wording at paragraph 5 could be clarified so that the public 
and press were formally excluded before candidates spoke. It was also suggested 
that afterwards the Town Mayor should write to the unsuccessful candidate(s).  

 
 RESOLVED – that subject to inclusion of the above amendments, the 

revised Co-option Policy be approved. 
  
180 /19 Town Clerk’s Report 
 
 The report, which included details of the Town Mayor and Deputy Mayor’s 

engagements during November, was noted.  
 
181/19 Ellesmere Town Council Vision and Aims & Objectives 
 
 Following the Vision and Training Day on 9 November 2019, the facilitator, 

David Preston, had produced a report which set out the issues that had been 
discussed along with a suggested vision statement, objectives, values and an 
Action Plan for the short and medium term. A copy of the Council’s current aims 
and objectives agreed in May 2019 had also been circulated.  The Town Mayor 
stated that there was a lot for the Council to consider, and suggested that an 
informal meeting be arranged to allow for full discussion of the proposals. 

 
 Reference was made to the need to ensure that the Town Council’s Vision was 

not confused with the Vision Plan being developed for the town, and it was 
suggested that the latter be renamed the Community Vision Plan. 

 
 RESOLVED –  
 
 (a) that an informal meeting be arranged to enable detailed consideration 

of the report from David Preston, along with a review of the Council’s Aims 
and Objectives and an HR Review; 

 
 (b) that the Vision Plan Task & Finish Group be renamed the Community 

Vision Task & Finish Group. 
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182/19 Information & Communications 
 
 This item had been requested by Cllr N Cull, who reported that information and 

communications was a key issue that had come out of the Vision & Training Day 
on 9 November 2019 – including informing the public about what the Council 
did and didn’t do, and making it easier for residents to put forward their views 
and opinions.  More could also be done to publicise the matters discussed and 
decisions taken at Town Council meetings, and it was also suggested that the 
website could be re-designed to make it more useful to the public.  It was 
proposed that a Task & Finish Group be set-up to discuss this further and to 
bring forward recommendations for action. 

 
 RESOLVED – that an Information & Communications Task & Finish Group, 

consisting of Cllrs N Cull, G Elner, P Goulbourne, Mrs J Mowl and Mrs A 
Wignall, be established, with the aim of bringing recommendations to the 3 
February 2020 Town Council meeting. 

 
183/19 Community Vision Plan 
 
 Cllr B Reincke reported on the preparations for the community 

workshops/consultation meetings on 28th and 29th January 2020. Discussions at 
the sessions would be focussed around the six broad areas identified by the Task 
& Finish Group.  An invitation letter would be sent to all the identified 
groups/people later this week, a copy of which was circulated. Further to the 
discussion earlier in the meeting, it was suggested that the wording of the letter 
be amended to make reference to the “Community Vision” rather than “Vision 
Statement”.  Cllr Reincke added that it was hoped to hold a planning session for 
the workshop facilitators on 13 January 2020.  

 
 RESOLVED – that the arrangements for the community 

workshops/consultation meetings on 28/29 January 2020 be approved.  
 
184/19 Youth Engagement  
 
 The Town Mayor reported that since the last meeting himself and Cllr Mrs A 

Devismes had visited the local scouts and cubs groups as well as meeting with 
the School Council at Lakelands School.  They had received lots of ideas and 
requests for things the young people would like to see. Lakelands School had a 
flourishing Eco-Group, and it was proposed to involve them in the work of the 
Climate Change Working Group.     

 
185/19 Dementia Friendly Organisation 
 
 Following the training session on 14 November 2019 for Members and staff, the 

Council was now officially a ‘Dementia Friendly’ organisation. Another session 
was being arranged to take place on 8 January 2020 for those who couldn’t 
attend the first event. It was suggested that, if appropriate, the training could be 
opened up to groups (eg Age UK, SwanMere) who used the Town Hall.  

  
186/19 Birch Road Local Nature Reserve (LNR) 
 
 The Town Mayor reported that earlier today an e-mail had been received from 

Shropshire Wildlife Trust regarding the latest response from Natural England on 
the proposals to designate the LNR at Birch Road Recreation Area. This 
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suggested that Natural England would no longer support the whole Recreation 
Area becoming a LNR, and that only the Pond area met their criteria. Given that 
this information had only just been received and further time was needed to 
assess the implications of Natural England’s response, it was proposed that the 
matter be deferred to a future meeting. This would allow time for further 
discussions with Shropshire Wildlife Trust on the way forward. 

 
 AGREED – that the declaration of the Local Nature Reserve be deferred for 

further discussions, with a report back to a future meeting. 
 
187/19 Open Watercourse, Old Dairy Site 
 
 Further to Minute 154/19 at the last meeting, it was reported that the Town 

Clerk had been trying to contact Shropshire Council for an update, but without 
success. 

 
 Concerns were expressed regarding a recent breakdown at the pumping station 

at Jebb Court/Dairy Grove which may have resulted in contamination of the 
Birch Road Pond and surrounding area – with a potential health risk to the 
public. 

 
188/19 Correspondence 
 
  i)  A list of items of correspondence that had been circulated during the month 
  was appended to the agenda for information.  
 

 (ii) Correspondence for Discussion 

 

Ellesmere 10k – letter of thanks from the organisers for the Council’s support of 

this year’s event. Next year’s event was scheduled for Sunday 30th August 2020.  

 

Friends Against Scams  – offer from NatWest Bank to deliver an anti-scams 

presentation for the public in Ellesmere. It would be free of charge. Members felt 

that more clarification was needed on who it was aimed at, but it was  

AGREED in principle that the Town Hall be offered free of charge as a venue to 

host a presentation to raise community awareness. 

 

189/19  Councillors’ Reports 
 

The following reports from Councillors who represented the Council on outside 

bodies or who had attended workshops/forums etc. were received: 

 

- SALC North Shropshire Area Committee – Cllr P Goulbourne 
- All Together Ellesmere – Cllr P Goulbourne 
- Care Leaver Covenant & Shropshire’s Local Offer – Cllr Mrs A Devismes 
- County Lines Awareness Performance @ Marches School, Oswestry – Cllr P 

Goulbourne. This had been a very thought provoking event, and it was 
suggested that contact be made with Lakelands School about whether they 
could host a similar event. 

- Shropshire Council Rural Strategy Workshop – Cllr P Goulbourne 
- Shropshire Council Cultural Strategy Workshop – Cllr Mrs A Wignall 
- Town Mayor & Clerks’ Meeting – Cllr P Goulbourne 
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190/19  Committee/Working Group Future Meeting Dates 

 

  Finance, Asset & Resources Committee – 16 December 2019  

 

191/19  Date of Next Meeting  
 

Monday, 6th January, 2020 at 7.15pm.   
 

192/19 Exclusion of Press and Public 
 
 It was moved by Cllr G Hutchinson, seconded by Cllr Mrs A Wignall and 
  
 RESOLVED - that in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to 

Meetings) Act 1960 and Section 100 (A) of the Local Government Act 1992, 
the public and press be excluded for the remainder of the meeting for the 
following items of business on the grounds that they may involve the likely 
disclosure of exempt information as defined in the Acts. 

 
193/19  Exempt Minutes 
 
 The exempt minutes of the meeting held on 4th November 2019 would be 

presented for approval at the next meeting. Noted. 
 
194/19 Proposal for New Model of Youth Support 
 
 Following a consultation on youth provision in the county, Shropshire Council 

was proposing a new model for the delivery of this service in partnership with 
town and parish councils. Details were read out, including suggestions for 
provision in Ellesmere and how that might be funded. Members asked for 
further information and clarification before making any decision on the 
proposal.  

 
195/19 Town Council Staff 
 
 An update was received. 
 
 
 
   
The meeting closed at 9.15pm 
 
 

 
 

Mayor:  ………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 

 Date:    …………………………… 
 
 


