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ELLESMERE TOWN COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held in Ellesmere Town Hall on Monday 7th October, 2019 

at 7.15pm. 

PRESENT:   Town Mayor (Chair):  Cllr P Goulbourne  

 

Councillors: Cllrs N Cull, Mrs A Devismes, G Elner, J Frost, M 

Hancock, D Lunn, Mrs J Mowl, B Reincke and Mrs 

A Wignall 

 

   Town Clerk and RFO:  Jo Butterworth 

   Assistant Clerks:  Phil Smith and Kath Hoskisson-Craven 

 

Unitary Councillor:  0 

Members of the Public:  2  

Press:    1 

Police:    0 

Guests: O 

 

 Public Question Time     Two residents of Grange Road expressed concerns regarding vehicles 

travelling at excessive speeds in the 40mph zone there. This posed a danger for residents exiting 

their drives, and it was claimed that there had been a number of near accidents. There was also 

a danger to children and other pedestrians, as vehicles travelling above the speed limit may not 

be able to brake in time to avoid someone crossing the road. Something needed to be done to 

slow down the traffic, and the Council was asked whether a Vehicle Activated Sign could be sited 

at the approach to the 40mph zone.   

110/19 To Receive Apologies and Reason for Absence. 
  
 RESOLVED – that the apologies received from Cllrs R Hartley and G 

Hutchinson – both away on holiday – be approved.    
 
111/19 Disclosure of Personal and Prejudicial Interests in Items on the Agenda 
  
 Cllr Mrs J Mowl declared a personal interest in the request from Fizzgigs for 

consideration at agenda item 19b) 
  
 Cllrs P Goulbourne, B Reincke and Mrs A Wignall declared a personal interest in 

the request from Our Space for consideration at agenda item 19b). 
 

112/19 Grant Dispensations 
 
 None received. 
 
113/19  Response to Public Questions 
 

The Town Mayor advised that correspondence had been received from a number 

of residents of Grange Road regarding speeding in the 40mph zone, and it was 

AGREED to bring forward that item of correspondence for consideration at this 

point of the meeting.  He added that responsibility for Highways lay with 
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Shropshire Council, but there were things the Council could consider to help 

reduce traffic speeds. 

The Town Clerk reported that the residents had suggested a number of measures 

to reduce speeds on Grange Road.  In relation to a Vehicle Activated Sign (VAS), 

Shropshire Highways had indicated that a VAS could be sited at that location, but 

they would not be able to fund it. If the Town Council was to pay for it, the cost 

would be around £3500. To be able to justify any such expenditure, evidence of 

excessive speeding would be required. The Safer Roads Partnership had carried 

out monitoring on Grange Road in 2017, and had not found evidence at that time 

of a problem with speeding traffic to justify traffic calming/enforcement. 

However, they had indicated that they were looking to carry out some further 

monitoring in Ellesmere, and it could be suggested that Grange Road be included 

in that. It was also suggested that Ellesmere Rural Parish Council be contacted to 

see if they wished to support a request for further speed monitoring on that 

stretch of the A528.  

It was moved by Cllr G Elner, seconded by Cllr P Goulbourne and 

RESOLVED – that the Safer Roads Partnership be requested to carry out 

further monitoring in the 40mph zone on Grange Road to ascertain if there 

is a problem with excessive speeding. 

114/19 Police Matters 
 
 The Town Mayor read out the Police report for September, as follows: 
 

“A total of 13 crimes recorded as follows: 
- 6 assaults (all parties known to each other) 
- 4 criminal damage (cars and windows) 
- 2 theft (shoplifting) 
- 1 theft (motor vehicle) 

  
Of the offences above, there were active enquiries involving 10. The Triathlon 
went well, and feedback had been very positive”. 

 
115/19 Shropshire Council Report 
 
 Shropshire Cllr Mrs A Hartley had given her apologies.   
 
116/19 Minutes 
 
 In relation to minute 86, Cllr N Cull referred to a concern he had raised at the last 

meeting about the process for Co-option to the Council, and the need to amend 
the Policy. The Town Clerk advised that the Co-option Policy was due to be 
reviewed as part of the annual review of policies and procedures, and it would 
be brought to the next Town Council meeting for approval. 

 
 It was moved by Cllr Mrs A Wignall, seconded by Cllr J Frost and  
 
 RESOLVED - that the minutes of the Town Council meeting on 2 September, 

2019 be approved and signed by the Town Mayor as a true record. 
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117/19 Town Mayor and Deputy Mayor’s Monthly Engagements 
 
 The list of engagements attended was attached to the agenda, and was noted. 
 
118/19  Action List from September’s meeting 
 
 The report was noted, and it was AGREED that future action lists be forwarded 

to Councillors as soon as possible after the meeting. 
 
119/19 Town Clerk’s Report 
 
 The report was noted, and the Town Clerk congratulated for passing her ILCA 

qualification award. 
  
120/19 Tree Charter and National Tree Charter Day 
 
 Cllr Mrs A Wignall reported that NALC was encouraging local councils to sign up 

to the Tree Charter, which was launched in 2017. Trees brought many benefits, 
and were an important part of green strategies for combatting climate change. 
Tree planting schemes were being initiated in other parts of Shropshire, and she 
and the Mayor had received advice from Shaun Burkey (Shropshire Council 
Country Parks Officer) about potential sites in Ellesmere for new or replacement 
trees. Initially, it was suggested that the Council demonstrate its intent by 
planting a tree to mark National Tree Charter Day on 30 November 2019. The 
Woodland Trust had a scheme giving free trees to schools and local 
communities, and Mr Burkey would be able to give advice on which trees to 
choose. 

 
Members were supportive of the proposal, and it was suggested that any actions 
to support the Charter could be discussed by the Climate Change Working Group 
as part of their brief.  
 

 It was moved by Cllr Mrs A Wignall, seconded by Cllr G Elner and 
 
 RESOLVED – 
 
 (a)  that the Town Council sign-up to the Tree Charter; 
 
 (b) that a tree be planted to mark National Tree Charter Day on 30 

November 2019, with advice being sought from the Country Parks Officer 
regarding location/type of tree; 

 
 (c) that further potential actions relating to the Tree Charter be discussed 

by the Climate Change Working Group at their next meeting. 
 
121/19 All Together Ellesmere 
 
 Further to minute 99, The Town Mayor, as the Council’s representative on All 

Together Ellesmere (ATE), reported on a meeting he had attended on 3 
September 2019 with stall-holders from the Tuesday Market to discuss 
alternative arrangements for the set-up of the stalls. One of the stall-holders had 
volunteered to do the set-up, and this arrangement had now commenced. The 
Town Mayor also reported that, following the recent advert for local people to 
join ATE, four individuals had come forward.    
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 The report was noted. 
  
122/19 Vision Plan 
 
 Cllr B Reincke presented a summary of the Vision Plan Task & Finish Group’s 

meeting on 20 September 2019, a copy of which had been circulated. It had been 
a good meeting, with the main focus being on running a vision event for the local 
community. A proposal had been agreed for a two hour facilitated evening 
session sometime in January 2020, with a possible additional daytime session if 
needed. Representatives from local community groups and organisations would 
be invited, and a bit more work was needed to finalise the list.  

 
It was moved by Cllr B Reincke, seconded by Cllr P Goulbourne and 
 
RESOLVED – that the proposal set out in the report be approved, and that a 
Community Vision Event(s) be held during January 2020. 
 

123/19 Community Governance Review  
 
 The notes of the meeting held with representatives from Ellesmere Rural Parish 

Council (ERPC) on 12th September 2019 had been circulated.  The Town Clerk 
reported that ERPC had expressed disappointment that they had not been 
consulted prior to the Town Council’s request to Shropshire Council for a 
boundary review, and needed more time to think about it.   

 
Shropshire Council had considered the request for a Community Governance 
Review on 19th September 2019, and had decided not to proceed with a review 
at the present time because an application had been made to the Local 
Government Boundary Commission for England to undertake a wider review of 
electoral divisions within Shropshire. 
 
Cllr N Cull commented that any review needed to happen before the new 
housing on the southern boundary of the town was built. The Assistant Clerk 
advised that Shropshire Council were awaiting a response from the Boundary 
Commission to confirm a timetable for the Shropshire-wide review. The Town 
Clerk added that, in the meantime, further discussions would be held with ERPC 
regarding any future boundary changes. 
 
The report was noted.  

 
124/19 Small Market Towns Forum 
 
 The Town Mayor reported on the first meeting of the Forum held in Church 

Stretton on 11 September 2019. A number of local councils from across 
Shropshire had been represented, and there had been a useful discussion about 
the implications for smaller market towns of the reduction in Shropshire Council 
services and town/parish councils being asked to either fund or take on the 
running of some services. The potential for collaborative working between local 
councils to help reduce costs was recognised. In response to a question, the 
Town Mayor stated that it had been agreed that the Forum should continue, and 
the next meeting would be in January 2020 in Church Stretton.  Members felt it 
would be useful for the Forum to meet in North Shropshire and it was AGREED  
that the Town Council offer to host a future meeting of the Forum. 
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125/19 Youth Engagement 
 
 Further to the appointment of Cllr Mrs A Devismes as Youth Representative at 

the last meeting, visits for her and the Town Mayor to Ellesmere Primary School, 
Lakelands School and the local Youth Group were being arranged.  AD reported 
on the aims of the visits, and that they could also seek to engage young people in 
the Council’s climate change initiative.  ‘A Councillor’s Workbook on Engaging 
with Young People’ produced by the Local Government Association had been 
circulated, and the Town Clerk suggested that if there was some interest 
forthcoming from young people, they could be invited to contribute to shaping 
Town Council initiatives etc. In response to a question, she confirmed that other 
groups (eg Scouts, cadets) had also been notified about the engagement process. 

 
There was a discussion about how to engage with ‘hard to reach’ young people, 
and it was suggested that this could be raised with Karen Ladd from Shropshire 
Council at the meeting on 15 October 2019 to discuss responses to the current 
Youth Consultation exercise. 
 
The report was noted. 
 

126/19 Open Watercourse, Old Dairy Site 
 
 The Town Clerk reported that there had been recent problems with flooding on 

Dairy Grove/Jebb Court, and provided some background to the long-running 
efforts to get the overgrown watercourse into which the Mere culvert emptied 
cleared.  She had been regularly asking the Shropshire Council drainage engineer 
for an update, and it was understood that he was meeting with the landowner 
this week to try and progress the matter.  It was very much hoped that the 
situation would be resolved before the onset of winter. 

 
 The report was noted. 
 
127/19 Town Council Workshop 
 
 The Town Clerk reported that, with a number of new Councillors and staff 

postholders, it was being proposed to hold a workshop event which would 
encompass training about the Council’s role and powers, as well as an 
opportunity to develop a Council ‘Vision’. David Preston, former Oswestry Town 
Clerk who had a wealth of experience, had been approached to deliver the event, 
and details of his proposed itinerary were circulated. There would be a cost of 
around £750, which could be found from within existing budgets. 

 
 It was moved by Cllr J Frost, seconded by Cllr P Goulbourne and  
 
 RESOLVED  - that David Preston be engaged to deliver a Town Council 

Workshop event on a date to be confirmed. 
 
 The Town Clerk stated that she would seek further potential dates for the event 

from Mr Preston. 
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128/19 Correspondence 
 
  i)  A list of items of correspondence that had been circulated during the month 
  was appended to the agenda for information.  
 

 (ii) Correspondence for Discussion 

 

Fizzgigs Community Arts Group – request to use Birch Road Recreation Area on 

3 November 2019 for a “Pumpkin Propulsion” event for the community.  Fizzgigs 

would ensure that the site was made tidy after the event. It was moved by Cllr G 

Elner, seconded by Cllr P Goulbourne and  

 

RESOLVED – that permission be granted to Fizzgigs for use of Birch Road 

Recreation Area on 3 November 2019, subject to confirmation of adequate 

public liability insurance and receipt of risk assessments. 

 

(NB: Cllr Mrs J Mowl did not vote). 

 

Our Space – request for permission to use the Town Council owned blue 

fingerposts for a ‘Meremaids’ community art project in July 2020. Shropshire 

Highways did not object to the proposal provided it did not create a hazard to 

motorists/pedestrians. It was moved by Cllr G Elner, seconded by Cllr Mrs J 

Mowl and  

 

RESOLVED – that permission be granted to Our Space for use of the 

fingerposts as part of the ‘Meremaids’ art project in July 2020. 

 

(NB: Cllrs P Goulbourne, B Reincke and Mrs A Wignall did not vote). 

 

Local History Book – information from Chris Jobson about a new publication 

about the history of the town. Noted. 

 

Shropshire Council Pot Hole Trial – information had been circulated about the 

roll-out of the new method for identifying and repairing pot-holes. The Town 

Clerk reported that the work gang had been in Ellesmere on 2 October 2019 to 

carry out repairs. Noted. 

 

Dog Fouling – correspondence had been received via the website regarding 

recent incidences of dog fouling in the town with a suggestion for the Council to 
purchase a dispenser for dog waste bags.  The Town Clerk reported that she had 

requested some more signage. As there may potentially be a cost to the Council, 

if they decided to purchase dog waste bag dispensers and it was  

AGREED – to refer the matter to the Finance, Asset & Resources Committee. 

 

Speeding on Grange Road – this matter had been discussed earlier in the meeting 

(see minute 113). 

 

Elson Road verges -  a local resident had expressed concern about the recent 

utility works on Elson Road that had resulted in much of the verge being dug up 

with the potential loss of the daffodils planted there. The Town Clerk reported 
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that Shropshire Council’s Streetworks Team was supposed to monitor any such 

works and make sure any disturbed ground was properly reinstated/repaired. 

Members noted that the daffodils had been planted by the community, and every 

effort should be made to ensure that they are replaced.  

AGREED – that the Town Clerk contact Streetworks to seek the 

replacement/reinstatement of the daffodils.  

 

 (iii)   Correspondence received after the Agenda being sent out 

 

Ellesmere Chamber of Commerce – request for a financial contribution of £1,000 

towards the cost of producing 25,000 copies of a promotional leaflet for 

Ellesmere town.  The Town Clerk reported that the Council had not received 

such a request prior to setting the current year’s budget, and so no specific sum 

for this purpose had been allocated.  The Chamber had also suggested that the 

Council contribute to a fund to help promote Ellesmere as a visitor destination. 

 

AGREED – to refer the matter to the Finance, Asset & Resources Committee 

for further discussion. 

 

Cllr B Reincke, as the Council’s representative on the Chamber, issued an 

invitation to Councillors to attend the Chamber’s next meeting on 30 October 

2019 which would include a presentation/proposal from a tourism marketing 

consultant about ways to promote Ellesmere. 

 

Cemetery Working Group – Cllr J Frost reported that the CWG were planning a 

contemplation area in part of the Cemetery – including the provision of an 

Arbour. Agreement was sought in principle for the project, following which the 

Cemetery Co-ordinator would seek quotes for the work.  The cost would be met 

from the CWG’s existing budget. It was moved by Cllr G Elner, seconded by Cllr 

Mrs A Wignall and 

 

RESOLVED – that the provision of a contemplation area at the Cemetery be 

approved, subject to agreement from Ellesmere Rural Parish Council. 

 

SALC – raffle tickets were available in advance of the SALC AGM on 15 November 

2019. 

 

Canal Warehouse – Shropshire Council’s Conservation Officer had e-mailed to 

say she had not yet heard from the administrators for Pochins regarding the 

future of the building. Noted. 

 
129/19  Planning 
 

a) Planning Applications For Consideration 

 

19/04116/TCA – Rear of St Mary’s Court, Ellesmere – reduce in height to 4ft 1 

no tree within Ellesmere Conservation Area. 
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It was noted that the applicant did not own the land the tree was situated on. 

Shropshire Council’s Tree Officer had been asked for his view on the merits of 

the tree, but no response had yet been received. 

 

RESOLVED – to delegate consideration of the application to the Planning & 

Infrastructure Committee to allow for more information to be provided.  
 

19/04172/FUL – Redbridge House, 3 The Gardens, Birch Road, Ellesmere – 

erection of new oak framed porch to dwelling; erection of new double garage 

and games room with covered walkway to rear of dwelling. 

It was noted that a previous similar application had been refused. It was moved 

by Cllr G Elner, seconded by Cllr J Frost and 

RESOLVED – to delegate consideration of the application to the Planning & 

Infrastructure Committee to allow for a site visit. 

19/03920/FUL – Sandycroft, Birch Road, Ellesmere – erection of part single part 

two storey extension with balcony to front elevation. 

It was moved by Cllr G Elner, seconded by Cllr P Goulbourne and 

RESOLVED – that the application be supported. 

19/03907/FUL – The Mallards, Grange Road, Ellesmere – formation of 

additional vehicular access to dwelling. 

It was moved by Cllr G Elner, seconded by Cllr J Frost and 

RESOLVED – that the application be supported, subject to Highways having 

no concerns/objections regarding the access. 

b) Planning Decisions – Recent decisions to grant planning permission for 

change of use of 4 Willow Street and for the Café/Visitor Centre building at the 

Swan Hill Depot were noted.  

(c)  Planning applications received after the issue of the Agenda  

19/04392/FUL – 20 Diksmuide Drive, Ellesmere – erection of first floor 

extension over garage. 

It was moved by Cllr G Elner, seconded by Cllr N Cull and 

RESOLVED – that the application be supported. 

(d) Consultation Documents – proposed reforms to permitted development 

rights to support the development of 5G and extend mobile coverage, and a 

consultation on Shropshire Council’s post-19 travel assistance policy had been 

circulated. 

RESOLVED – that a response to the consultations be delegated to the 

Planning & Infrastructure Committee. 

130/19  Finance/Contracts 

 
(i) Payments for August 2019 
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The payments made during August, 2019 had been circulated with the Agenda.  
It was moved by Cllr Mrs A Wignall, seconded by Cllr B Reincke and 
 
RESOLVED – that the payments for August 2019 be approved, confirmed 
and signed as a true copy. 
 
(ii) Bank Balances as at 30 September 2019 (second quarter) 
 
Account No 1 £105,072.34; Account No 2 £5,929.86; Account No 3 £107,689.64; 
Santander Reserve Account £85,038.39.   Noted. 
 
(iii) Annual Governance & Accountability Return (AGAR) 2018/19 
 
The Town Clerk reported that the External Auditor had completed the audit of 
the accounts and AGAR for 2018/19 without comment, and there were no issues 
that needed brining to the attention of Councillors. The Notice of Conclusion of 
Audit had been published on 18 September 2019.  
 
The report was noted, and thanks given to the Town Clerk for a successful audit. 
 
(iv) Tree Survey 
 
The Town Clerk reported that four quotations had been received for carrying out 
the 2 yearly survey of trees on Council land during October and producing a 
report. The quotes were read out, and it was moved by Cllr G Elner, seconded by 
Cllr J Frost and  
 
RESOLVED – that the lowest quote in the sum of £900 submitted by 
Shropshire Council be accepted.     
 
(v) Consultation on New Code of Audit Practice 
 
AGREED – to a response to the consultation document be delegated to the 
Finance, Asset & Resources Committee. 
 
(vi) CCTV 
 
The Town Clerk reported that the two new cameras had been installed, and the 
final cost was £5,701.79 (inc VAT).  Further to comments earlier in the meeting 
regarding anti-social behaviour, she would speak to the local Police for advice on 
any other areas of the Town Centre that would benefit from CCTV coverage and 
report back to the CCTV Working Group. 
 
(vii) LED Lighting Trial 
 
The Town Clerk reported that following the trial of LED street lighting in 
Laburnum Drive, two responses from residents had been received – both 
positive.  Members stated that some comments had been made about the 
brightness of the lights, and it was confirmed that they could be dimmed or fitted 
with lower wattage bulbs if necessary. A further quote had been received for the 
conversion of all the Council’s street lights to LED, but further consideration 
needed to be given to the costs and the funding of the works. 
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AGREED – that the matter be referred to the Finance, Asset & Resources 
Committee for further consideration. 
 
 
(viii) Town Hall - Temporary Repairs 
 
The Town Clerk reported that two quotations had been received for temporary 
repairs to the roof and Main Hall ceiling to prevent further leaks.  The quotes 
were read out, and it was moved by Cllr J Frost, seconded by Cllr G Elner 
 
RESOLVED – that the lowest quote in the sum of £1800 submitted by K A 
Lee Joinery be accepted. 
 
Since then, following recent heavy rain, there had been damage to ceiling roof 
tiles in the Kitchen and Main Hall. It was AGREED that repairs be carried out on 
health and safety grounds, and a quote of £640 from the above contractor was 
accepted. 
 
(ix) VAT Implications on Planned Town Hall Projects 
 
Due to the potential VAT implications arising from projects for the new Front 
Entrance and the Town Hall Roof, it had been recommended that the Council 
seek advice from a VAT specialist. 
 
AGREED – that advice be sought from SLCC’s VAT specialist Steve 
Parkinson. 
 

131/19  Finance – Cemetery Working Group 
 

 (i) Payments for August 2019 
 
The payments made during August, 2019 had been circulated with the Agenda.  
It was moved by Cllr N Cull, seconded by Cllr J Frost and 
 
RESOLVED – that the payments for August 2019 be approved, confirmed 
and signed as a true copy. 
 
(ii) Bank Balances as at 30 September 2019 (2nd quarter) 
 
The Town Clerk reported that the second quarter bank balance for the CWG 
account was £49,323.28. Noted.  
 

132/19 Remembrance Sunday and Armistice Day 
 
 Arrangements for the Parade, Church Service and refreshments at the Town Hall 

on Sunday 10 November 2019 were reported, along with an invitation to 
assemble at the Town Square at 11am on Monday 11 November to observe the 
minute’s silence for Armistice Day. 

 

133/19  Date of Next Meeting  
 

Monday, 4th November, 2019 at 7.15pm.   
 

134/19 Exclusion of Press and Public 
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 It was moved by Cllr Mrs A Wignall, seconded by Cllr M Hancock and 
  
 RESOLVED - that in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to 

Meetings) Act 1960 and Section 100 (A) of the Local Government Act 1992, 
the public and press be excluded for the remainder of the meeting for the 
following items of business on the grounds that they may involve the likely 
disclosure of exempt information as defined in the Acts. 

 
135/19  Exempt Minutes 
 
 (i) The exempt minutes of the meeting held on 2 September 2019 were 

circulated. 
 
 It was moved by Cllr B Reincke, seconded by Cllr Mrs A Wignall and  
 
 RESOLVED – that the exempt minutes of the meeting held on 2 September 

2019 be approved and signed by the Town Mayor as a true record. 
 
 (ii) The exempt minutes of the Staffing & Governance Sub-Committee meeting on 

7 August 2019 were circulated for information. 
 
136/19 Town Clerk’s Probationary Period Review 
 
 Two Councillors from the Staffing & Governance Sub-Committee were required 

to carry out the Town Clerk’s probationary period appraisal/review. 
 
 RESOLVED – that the Town Mayor and Deputy Mayor be appointed to carry 

out the probationary period review of the Town Clerk. 
 
137/19 Town Hall Staff 
 
 An update was received. 
 
 
 
   
The meeting closed at 9.45pm 
 
 

 
 

Mayor:  ………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 

 Date:    …………………………… 
 
 


