ELLESMERE TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held in Ellesmere Town Hall on Monday 21d September,

PRESENT:

2019 at 7.15pm.

Town Mayor (Chair): Cllr P Goulbourne

Councillors: Cllrs N Cull, G Elner, ] Frost, R Hartley, M Hancock,
G Hutchinson, D Lunn, Mrs ] Mowl, B Reincke and
Mrs A Wignall

Town Clerk and RFO: Jo Butterworth

Assistant Clerks: Phil Smith and Kath Hoskisson-Craven

Unitary Councillor: 0

Members of the Public: 2

Press: 1

Police: 0

Guests: 2

Public Question Time Two residents of Willow Crescent expressed concerns regarding a

planning application for a change of use of 4 Willow Street to a dental surgery. The proposed
surgery had no parking provision, and it was likely that patients and staff would try and park in
the adjacent Willow Crescent. This was a small residential cul-de-sac that already had problems
with parking. A further increase in on-street parking and vehicle movements would create
blockages and difficulties in vehicles being able to turn round - impacting on residents and
pedestrian safety. Residents of Willow Crescent had submitted a petition objecting to the
application, and they wished to know who would be making the decision on the application.

82/19

83/19

84/19

85/19

To Receive Apologies and Reason for Absence.

All Councillors were present.

Disclosure of Personal and Prejudicial Interests in Items on the Agenda

Cllr B Reincke declared a personal interest, as a neighbouring resident, in
planning application 19/03358/COU for consideration at agenda item 22.

Grant Dispensations

None received.

Response to Public Questions

The Town Mayor advised that planning applications were decided by Shropshire
Council, although the Town Council could submit their views and comments on
applications in the town area. The planning application relating to 4 Willow
Street, Ellesmere was on the agenda for consideration later in the meeting, and
the comments of the residents of Willow Crescent would be taken into account.
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86/19

87/19

88/19

Casual Vacancies

The Town Clerk reported that three applications had been received in response
to the advert for co-option to fill the vacancy on the Council following the
resignation of Jenny Clayton. A copy of their application forms had been
circulated prior to the meeting. One of the candidates had withdrawn her
application earlier that day. In accordance with the Co-option Policy, it was

RESOLVED -that in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to
Meetings) Act 1960 and Section 100 (A) of the Local Government Act 1992,
the public and press be excluded for the remainder of this item of business
on the grounds that it may involve the likely disclosure of exempt
information as defined in the Acts.

Each of the two remaining candidates gave a short address to Members in turn,
outlining their background and experience and stating their reasons for wishing
to become a Councillor.

After careful consideration of the applications, a secret ballot was conducted - in
accordance with the Co-option Policy.

The press and public were re-admitted to the meeting. The result of the ballot
was announced, and it was

RESOLVED - that Alison Devismes be co-opted to fill the casual vacancy on
the Council.

Mrs Devismes was congratulated on her appointment. Having signed the
Declaration of Acceptance of Office, she then took part in the rest of the meeting.

Police Matters
The Town Mayor read out the Police report for August, as follows:

“A total of 11 crimes recorded as follows:

- 1sexual offence

- 2 criminal damage (window and plants)

- 5 assaults (all parties know to each other)

- 1 possession of controlled drug with intent to supply
- 1burglary (garden shed)

- 1 theft (shoplifting)

Of the offences above, there were active enquiries involving 9. The Carnival and
10k run both went well, with a large turnout for each. Nothing of note reported
to the Police in relation to these events”.

Shropshire Council Report

Shropshire Cllr Mrs A Hartley had given her apologies due to another
commitment, but had indicated that there was nothing significant to report due
to the August recess.
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89/19

90/19

91/19

92/19

93/19

94/19

95/19

Minutes
It was moved by Cllr G Elner, seconded by Cllr ] Frost and

RESOLVED - that the minutes of the Town Council meeting on 1 July, 2019
be approved and signed by the Town Mayor as a true record.

Past Mayor’s Badge

The Town Mayor presented Cllr R Hartley with his Past Mayor’s Badge relating
to his term of office over the previous two years.

Town Mayor and Deputy Mayor’s Monthly Engagements

The list of engagements attended was attached to the agenda, and was noted.

Action List from July’s meeting

The report was noted.

Town Clerk’s Report

The report was noted.

Birch Road Local Nature Reserve - Delegation of Powers

The Town Clerk reported that on 14 August 2019 Shropshire Council delegated
their powers to the Town Council to designate Birch Road Recreation Area as a
Local Nature Reserve (LNR). Meanwhile, Natural England had commented on the
consultation documents in relation to the proposed LNR, and had suggested that
there needed to be greater evidence of quality of habitat and community
involvement, as well as a management plan and nature reserve agreement
between the Town Council and Shropshire Wildlife Trust (SWT). Extending the
term of the current lease had also been raised. The Trust had suggested ways of
addressing these issues, and it was AGREED that Cllrs G Elner, P Goulbourne and
R Hartley, along with the Town Clerk, meet with the Trust to discuss the
proposed management plan and community involvement etc. It was confirmed
that the areas of the Recreation Area to be managed as a LNR were those that
had been previously identified and agreed with SWT.

It was moved by ClIr G Hutchinson, seconded by Cllr N Cull and

RESOLVED -

(a) that the powers under the National Parks and Access to the
Countryside Act to designate Birch Road Recreation Area and Pond as a

Local Nature Reserve be accepted;

(b) that Birch Road Recreation Area and Pond will be formally declared a
Local Nature Reserve upon successful application to Natural England.

Climate Change
This item had been included on the agenda at the request of the Town Mayor.
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The Town Mayor presented a paper regarding the special report issued last year
by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change on global warming, and the
need to take urgent action to reduce global carbon emissions. As part of wider
efforts, local authorities were being asked to recognise the situation as a climate
emergency, and commit to taking actions to reduce their carbon footprint and to
encourage the local community to help reduce emissions. A proposed motion for
the Council to consider adopting was set out in the paper. This included a
proposal to establish a Climate Change Working Group to look into ways in
which the objectives of the motion could be implemented.

During the ensuing discussion, it was acknowledged that outside organisations
and expertise would be needed to help guide the initiative. It was noted that
other local authorities had already signed up to this, and could provide a
template for what was needed.

It was moved by ClIr P Goulbourne, seconded by ClIr G Elner, and
RESOLVED -

(a) that Ellesmere Town Council recognises climate change and global
warming as a climate emergency, and pledges to facilitate the reduction of
carbon emissions by:

i) committing to become a carbon-neutral organisation by 2030;

ii) creating a carbon audit and action plan for achieving this aim by the end
of 2019;

iii) setting up a working group to facilitate the above, co-opting outside
expertise as appropriate;

iv) where relevant, including carbon emissions implications in officers’
reports;

v) seeking ways to facilitate and encourage the community in reducing
direct and indirect carbon dioxide emissions and to become resilient to
changes caused by the changing climate. We will take steps where possible
to encourage:

- more sustainable transport

- reductions in energy use in homes, businesses and elsewhere in the
community

- use and development of renewable energy sources

- production, sale and consumption of locally sourced food

- reduction in consumption of animal products

- any other appropriate means of achieving the aims above.

(b) further to iii) above, a Climate Change Working Group be established,
with a membership of Clirs N Cull, Mrs A Devismes, G Elner, J Frost, P
Goulbourne, D Lunn, Mrs ] Mowl and Mrs A Wignall.

The Town Clerk reported that a request had been received from Wem Town
Council to support them in sending a letter to central Government to request

that local councils be given powers and resources to help combat climate change.

AGREED - that the Town Council add their support to the letter being sent
by Wem Town Council to central Government.
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96/19 Dog Fouling

Further to residents’ complaints about dog fouling in the town, The Town Clerk
reported that Shropshire Council was now recruiting for a new Dog Warden for
the North Shropshire area. Once appointed, the Warden would have the
authority to take enforcement action against dog fouling. In the meantime,
people were being advised to contact Shropshire Council’s Customer Services to
report any incidences or evidence of dog fouling, so that it could be
demonstrated that there was a need for enforcement action to be taken. A link to
the dog fouling page on Shropshire Council’s website would be added to the
Town Council’s website.

Members welcomed the report, but expressed concern as to how the Dog
Warden would be able to effectively “police” the whole of North Shropshire.

97/19 BT Payphone Removal Consultation

The Town Clerk reported that British Telecom (BT) had written to Shropshire
Council to advise that they intended to carry out a consultation about the
potential removal of approximately 135 payphones in the Shropshire area. The
formal consultation letter had not yet been received, but town and parish
councils were being asked to formulate any initial views about the removal or
retention of kiosks in their local area.

Members noted the report, but expressed concern that a BT phone kiosk
adjacent to Sparbridge Car Park had recently been removed without any
apparent consultation. It was AGREED that representations be made to BT to
ascertain why the Payphone had been removed.

98/19 Youth Representative

The Town Clerk reported that some years ago, the Town Council had a
representative to engage with and represent the youth of the town. Given
current concerns within the community, it was proposed that the position be
reinstated, with the representative also liaising with local schools and other
stakeholders regarding any youth initiatives.

[t was moved by Cllr G Elner, seconded by Cllr P Goulbourne and

RESOLVED - that Cllr Mrs A Devismes be appointed as the Town Council’s
Youth Representative.

99/19 Tuesday Market Set-Up

The Town Mayor reported on a meeting between the Tuesday Market Task &
Finish Group and All Together Ellesmere (ATE) on 13 August. Over recent
months, Councillors had been setting up the market stalls as a temporary
arrangement, but notice had been given that this would end on 24 September
2019. ATE would then have to make alternative arrangements, and it was
suggested that in the short term stall holders be asked to erect their own stalls.
Moving forward, it was suggested to ATE that they seek funding to purchase
some new lightweight tables, which would be easier to put up. It was also
suggested to ATE that they attempt to recruit some new members to share the
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100/19

101/19

102/19

workload and to ensure the continuation of the Community Interest Company.
Adverts for new members would be circulated locally.

The Town Clerk added that there had also been a discussion about the lease, and
that there may be a need to review the Service Level Agreement with ATE in due
course.

The report was noted.

VE Day Task & Finish Group

The Town Mayor reported on the plans being discussed with the Ellesmere
Branch of the Royal British Legion to commemorate the 75t anniversary of VE
Day in May next year. A number of events were planned for Friday 8 May 2020
(which would be a Bank Holiday), including a VE Day Anniversary Concert in the
evening at the Town Hall.

RESOLVED - that the Town Council host the VE Day Anniversary Concert on
the evening of 8 May 2020.

GDPR Task & Finish Group

The Town Clerk reported that the Council’s Data Protection Officer had advised
that a Task & Finish Group be formed to oversee the Council’s compliance with
the Regulations/Act.

RESOLVED - that a GDPR Task & Finish Group be established, with a
membership of Cllrs Mrs A Devismes, P Goulbourne and Mrs ] Mowl.

Correspondence

i) Alist of items of correspondence that had been circulated during the month
was appended to the agenda for information.

Cllr Mrs A Wignall referred to a ‘Freedom to Move’ Strategy document from
Shropshire Playing Fields Association that had been circulated, and it was
AGREED to refer it to the Vision Plan Task & Finish Group to look at.

(ii) A local resident had enquired about the digital Burial Registers being made
available to the public at Ellesmere Library. Advice had been sought via SALC,
who had suggested that the records be kept at the Town Hall for safekeeping,
and that they be made available for the public to view by appointment. There
was a spare PC in the Town Hall that could be made available for this purpose. In
the longer term, Shropshire Archives would have a system in place that would
enable the electronic records to be viewed at the Library. The Town Clerk added
that any arrangement for public viewing of the digital Registers would also need
to be agreed by Ellesmere Rural Parish Council.

It was moved by Cllr G Hutchinson, seconded by ClIr R Hartley and

RESOLVED - that subject to the agreement of Ellesmere Rural Parish
Council, the digital Burial Registers be made available at the Town Hall for
members of the public to view by appointment.
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103/19

Shropshire Council were seeking views on a review of the current policy and
process for issuing licences and approvals for banners, bunting and Christmas
lighting over or on the public highway. Members were generally satisfied with
the current process for dealing with applications, but that an increased
involvement of parish/town councils in the decision-making process would be
welcomed. It was AGREED to forward these comments to Shropshire Council.

(iii) Correspondence received after the Agenda being sent out

None received.

Planning

a) Planning Applications For Consideration

19/03358/C0OU - 4 Willow Street, Ellesmere - change of use of residential
dwelling (C3) to dental practise (D1).

Representations concerning this application had been received during the public
participation session earlier, and it was noted that a petition against the
application had been submitted by residents of Willow Crescent. The principal
issue related to the lack of on-site parking and, while the applicants had referred
to patients using public car parks in the town centre, Members shared residents’
concerns that staff and patients would use Willow Crescent to park closer to the
surgery. Reference was made to the availability of commercial premises in the
town centre that would be more suitable for such a use.

It was moved by ClIr D Lunn seconded by Cllr Mrs A Devismes and

RESOLVED - that the Council objects to the application due to the lack of
any parking provision for the proposed dental practise, which will likely
lead to vehicles being parked on the adjacent Willow Crescent, causing
unacceptable congestion and safety concerns on a small, narrow cul-de-sac
with limited turning space. It is also felt that it is inappropriate for a
residential property to be converted to a business use (without any
parking provision) when there are existing business/commercial premises
available in the town with better access to either their own or nearby car
parks. The Council would welcome a dentist surgery for the town, but it
needs to be in the right location that will not impact adversely on existing
residents.

(NB: ClIr B Reincke did not vote on this application).

19/03496/FUL - 31 Cross Street, Ellesmere - change of use of the external
areas, basement and ground floor from residential use to A3 restaurant.

It was moved by ClIr G Elner, seconded by Cllr G Hutchinson and

RESOLVED - that the application be supported.
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104/19

19/03623/PRCPA - Natwest, Scotland Street, Ellesmere - application for prior
approval under part 3 Class C of the Town & Country Planning (General
Permitted Development)(England) Order 2015 for the change of use from shops
(A1), professional services (A2) to Restaurants/cafes (A3).

[t was moved by Cllr G Elner, seconded by Cllr P Goulbourne and
RESOLVED - that the application be supported.

19/03655/0UT - Land to west of Grange Road, Ellesmere - outline application
(access for consideration) for B1/B8 employment use.

[t was noted that the site was allocated for employment/commercial use in the
SAMDev, and that it could assist the neighbouring Fullwoods in creating an
access to their site from Grange Road.

[t was moved by ClIr G Elner, seconded by Cllr Mrs A Wignall and
RESOLVED - that the application be supported.

19/03472/FUL - The Rennet Works, Market Street, Ellesmere - change of use of
existing basement to domestic self-storage units and associated works.

It was moved by Cllr Mrs A Wignall, seconded by Cllr G Elner and
RESOLVED - that the application be supported.

b) Planning Decisions - A recent decision to grant planning permission for
amendments to the plans for extensions to existing buildings at Ellesmere
Primary School and creation of all-weather sports pitch was noted.

(c) Planning applications received after the issue of the Agenda - none received.
Finance/Contracts

(i) Payments for June 2019

The payments made during June, 2019 had been circulated with the Agenda. It
was moved by Cllr G Hutchinson, seconded by Cllr N Cull and

RESOLVED - that the payments for June 2019 be approved, confirmed and
signed as a true copy.

(ii) Payments for July 2019

The payments made during July, 2019 had been circulated with the Agenda. It
was moved by Cllr B Reincke, seconded by Cllr ] Frost and

RESOLVED - that the payments for July 2019 be approved, confirmed and
signed as a true copy.

(iii) Detailed Income and Expenditure - First Quarter
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105/19

106/19

107/19

The Town Clerk reported that the information for the first quarter (April to June
2019) included a cost centre report which provided more detail on the
transactions. It was moved by Cllr ] Frost, seconded by Cllr G Elner and

RESOLVED - that the income and expenditure reports for the first quarter
2019/20 be approved and confirmed.

(iv) 2018/19 Year End Reserve Transfer

It was moved by ClIr R Hartley, seconded by ClIr P Goulbourne and
RESOLVED - that the 2018/19 year-end balance of £35,295.73 be
transferred as follows - £9,672.37 to the Santander Reserve Account and
£25,623.36 to the No 3 Reserve Account.

(v) Town Council Bank Accounts

The Town Clerk reported that as both the Reserve Accounts were close to their
limit of protection, it was likely that two new bank accounts would need to be
opened, possibly with a different bank. Noted.

(vi) Confirmation of Standing Order
It was noted that the Standing Order for payment to Groundforce Ltd (for the

Grounds Maintenance contract) from the Town Council’s current account had
been set-up.

Finance - Cemetery Working Group

(i) Payments for June and July 2019

The payments made during June and July, 2019 had been circulated with the
Agenda. It was moved by Cllr Mrs A Wignall, seconded by ClIr ] Frost and

RESOLVED - that the payments for June and July 2019 be approved,
confirmed and signed as a true copy.

(ii) Confirmation of Standing Order

[t was noted that the Standing Order for payment to Groundforce Ltd (for the
Cemetery Maintenance contract) from the Cemetery Working Group account had
been set-up.

Date of Next Meeting

Monday, 7th October, 2019 at 7.15pm.

Exclusion of Press and Public

It was moved by Cllr ] Frost, seconded by Cllr G Hutchinson and
RESOLVED - that in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to

Meetings) Act 1960 and Section 100 (A) of the Local Government Act 1992,
the public and press be excluded for the remainder of the meeting for the
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following items of business on the grounds that they may involve the likely
disclosure of exempt information as defined in the Acts.

108/19 Exempt Minutes
The exempt minutes of the meeting held on 1 July 2019 were circulated.
It was moved by Cllr P Goulbourne, seconded by Cllr R Hartley and

RESOLVED - that the exempt minutes of the meeting held on 1 July 2019 be
approved and signed by the Town Mayor as a true record.

109/19 Cleaner/Caretaker Assistant Temporary Vacancy

The Staffing & Governance Sub-Committee had met on 7th August 2019 to
discuss a staffing issue. The Town Clerk provided a summary and update of the
situation, and reported on the recruitment of a temporary Caretaker Assistant to
provide cover.

The report was noted.

The meeting closed at 9.35pm
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