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ELLESMERE TOWN COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held in Ellesmere Town Hall on Monday 4th February, 2019 

at 7.15pm. 

PRESENT:   Town Mayor (Chair):  Cllr R Hartley  

 

Councillors: Cllrs Mrs J Costa, Mrs J Clayton, G Elner, J Frost, P 

Goulbourne, D Lunn, Mrs E Peers, B Reincke, Mrs 

A Wignall and Mrs J Williams 

 

   Assistant Clerks:  Jo Butterworth and Phil Smith 

 

Unitary Councillor:  1 

Members of the Public: 11  

Press:    0 

Police:    1 

Guests: 0 

 

 Public Question Time      

A number of residents of the new-build Persimmon development at Waterside View, Ellesmere 

were in attendance, and their spokesman stated that they were seeking the support of the Town 

Council to help resolve a number of issues that were affecting them: 

- Unfinished roads, pavements and street lighting 12 months after residents had moved in to 

their properties; 

- a failure by the developers to provide the promised play areas and open space, which 

constituted  a potential breach of the Section 106 Agreement; 

- concern at an application to vary the access to the proposed new housing sites between 

Waterside View and Oswestry Road; 

- request for all communal areas at the Waterside View development to be adopted by the local 

Council. 

The residents felt that Persimmon Homes were ignoring them, and that they still had no idea 

when the infrastructure works would be completed.  

 

216/18 To Receive Apologies and Reason for Absence. 
  
 All Members were present. The Town Clerk had given her apologies as she was 

unwell. 
 
217/18 Disclosure of Personal and Prejudicial Interests in Items on the Agenda 
  
 None received. 

 
218/18 Grant Dispensations 
 
 None received. 
 
219/18 Response to Public Questions 
 

In relation to the issues raised by residents of Waterside View, Ellesmere, 

Members expressed concern about the unfinished roads/street lighting etc, 
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which was putting the safety of residents at risk.  It was also felt that the 

developers should honour their obligations to provide the agreed play 

areas/space, and that the S106 Agreement should be enforced. With regard to 

the application to vary the access to adjacent development land, residents were 

advised that most of this land was in the Ellesmere Rural Parish Council area. 

Therefore, any planning application seeking a variation would be considered by 

that Council, and residents were advised to make representations to them on 

this matter.  In relation to the communal land, this would depend on the terms of 

the planning agreement/conditions. 

AGREED – that a letter be sent to Persimmon Homes (copied to Shropshire 

Council Planning department) to express the Council’s concerns about the 

unfinished infrastructure and failure to provide the agreed play 

areas/space, and to request an urgent resolution of these matters. 

220/18 Police Matters 
 
 Sgt Claire Greenaway from the Safer Neighbourhood Team was welcomed to the 

meeting.   
 

She reported that over the December/January period there had been a total of 
24 crimes recorded, including 8 incidences of anti-social behaviour. Christmas 
and New Year’s Eve passed relatively peacefully with no serious incidents 
reported. Speeding continued to be an issue, and the Police worked closely with 
Shropshire Council within the current budgetary restrictions.  
 
In response to questions about the response to anti-social behaviour involving 
young people, Sgt Greenaway stated that they were using Acceptable Behaviour 
Contracts and working with parents.  Generally, there was a good response from 
parents to take on more responsibility.  
 
In relation to police numbers, Sgt Greenaway accepted that the North Shropshire 
area had had low numbers of officers over the last 12 months. West Mercia was 
now recruiting additional officers, and that some would be deployed to this area. 
They would be based in Oswestry, but able to go to wherever they were 
required. This should lead to more pro-active policing. Front line police were 
also being freed-up by the use of volunteers to deal with low-level enquiries. 
 
In response to a question about helping older people, Sgt Greenaway advised 
that protecting vulnerable people was key to her team, and she would welcome 
information about any individuals/groups locally who might need more 
reassurance/assistance. 

   
221/18 Shropshire Council Report 
 
 Shropshire Cllr Mrs A Hartley reported on the following matters: 
 
 -  Royal British Legion Poppy Sculpture – the Sculpture was touring around the 

county, and had been allocated to Ellesmere for the period 16-31 March 2019.  

Pictures of the Sculpture had been circulated, and the Assistant Clerk stated that 

the dimensions were needed to see whether there was room to display it in the 

Town Hall Foyer area. If not, other suggestions put forward for the Sculpture 

were St Mary’s Church or Ellesmere Primary School. 
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AGREED – to liaise with the Royal British Legion, St Mary’s Parish Church 

and Ellesmere Primary School regarding the location for the Poppy 

Sculpture.  

 -  NHS Future Fit – Shropshire Council had written to the Health Minister to 

support the decisions that had recently been taken for the future of hospital 

services in Shropshire, Telford & Wrekin, including the siting of a single A&E 

unit at Royal Shrewsbury Hospital. The Council would also oppose any moves to 

seek a judicial review of the decision. 

 AGREED – that the Town Council write to the Secretary of State for Health & 

Social Care to express its support for the decisions taken by the Clinical 

Commissioning Groups.  

 -  Adult Services– a £1.8m grant had been secured from the Warm Homes Fund 

to pay for affordable central heating systems for Shropshire and Herefordshire 

residents in fuel poverty. It was hoped that over 200 households would be 

helped, and Members were advised to contact ‘Keep Shropshire Warm’ if they 

knew of anyone locally who might benefit from the scheme. The Assistant Clerk 

added that a link to ‘Keep Shropshire Warm’ could be put on the Town Council 

website. 

222/18 Minutes 

 It was moved by Cllr Mrs A Wignall, seconded by Cllr B Reincke and  

 RESOLVED - that the minutes of the Town Council meeting on the 7th   
January, 2019 be approved and signed by the Town Mayor as a true record. 

 
 It was moved by Cllr Mrs J Clayton, seconded by Cllr Mrs J Costa and 
 
 RESOLVED - that the minutes of the Town Council Extraordinary meeting 

on the 28th January 2019 be approved and signed by the Mayor as a true 
record. 

 
223/18 Planning & Infrastructure Committee 
 

The draft minutes of the meeting held on 16 January 2019 were received for 

information, and noted. 

224/18 Finance, Asset & Resources Committee 

The draft minutes of the meeting held on 16 January 2019 were received for 

information, and noted.  The Committee’s recommendations regarding the 

2019/20 budget had been considered at the Extraordinary Town Council 

meeting on 28 January 2019. 

225/18 Staffing & Governance Sub-Committee 

The draft minutes of the meeting held on 23 January 2019 were received for 

information, and noted. 
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226/18 Town and Deputy Mayor’s Monthly Engagements 

The Town Mayor reported that his only engagement in the past month had been 

to attend a performance of the Ellesmere Amateur Dramatic Society’s production 

of ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’ at the Town Hall.  

227/18 Clerk’s Report 
 
 The Clerk’s report on meetings, correspondence circulated since the last 

meeting, and recent planning decisions had been circulated with the Agenda. 
 
 The report was noted. 
  
228/18 Correspondence 
 
  (i)  Items for consideration 
 

The following items of correspondence had been circulated: 
 
Ellesmere Carnival 2019– the organisers of the Summer Carnival were 

proposing that this year’s event be held on Saturday 17 August 2019 rather than 

its traditional August Bank Holiday Weekend date when it was often competing 

against other events in the county. Members did not see any issues with the date 

change from a Town Council perspective. 

Scope House-to-House Collection – the Scope charity had advised that it would 

be collecting in Ellesmere between 1st and 24th April 2019 and next year 

between 6th and 26th April 2020.  Noted. 

 
       (ii)   Other Correspondence received after the Agenda being sent out. 

 

 SALC Training Course  -‘Fundamentals for Councillors’ being held on 13 March 

2019 at Shirehall, Shrewsbury. It was confirmed that Cllr Mrs J Costa was 

attending this course.  

Future Fit and Shrewsbury & Telford Hospital NHS Trust – press releases from 

NHS organisations and letter from the Leader of Telford & Wrekin Council to the 

Secretary of State for Health & Social Care. Noted. 

Voluntary & Community Sector Shropshire – ‘Sex, Drugs and Rock & Roll: the 

Changing Face of Old Age – conference on 11 April 2019 at the University Centre, 

Shrewsbury. Noted. 

Community Equipment – further to the discussion at the 3 December 2018 

meeting regarding a Hog Roaster and a Hot Potato machine that were currently 

stored/maintained by the Rotary Club, Cllr G Elner reported that he had spoken 

to representatives of a few local organisations. Ellesmere Cricket Club were 

interested in making use of the Hog Roaster and the Skate Boarding Group at the 

Market Hall would make use of the Hot Potato machine.  It was envisaged that 

they would arrange for the storage/maintenance/insurance of the equipment, 

and make them available (probably at a small charge) to other local community 

groups. The Town Mayor advised that checks needed to be made that the 

equipment was still working, and the Assistant Clerk stated that she would 

contact the Rotary Club for their comments. 
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AGREED – that further discussions take place with the Rotary Club, 

Ellesmere Cricket Club and the Market Hall Skateboarding Group 

regarding the Hog Roaster and Hot Potato Machine.  

 

Proposed Local Nature Reserve, Birch Road Pond and Recreation Area– a 

meeting had been arranged with representatives from the Shropshire Wildlife 

Trust – Ellesmere Branch on 22 February 2019 to discuss this proposal further. 

The Town Mayor and the Chair of the Planning & Infrastructure Committee 

would be attending. Noted. 

Save the Children Centenary Year – further to minute 189/18 at the last meeting, 

Cllr G Elner had written to Save the Children to ask in what way Ellesmere could 

promote the centenary and its links with the founder Eglantyne Jebb. The 

response from Save the Children (STW) advised that Ellesmere couldn’t state it 

was the birthplace of STW, but that it could state it was the birthplace of 

Eglantyne Jebb.  There was then a discussion about incorporating this 

information into the town name signs on the four main road entrances to the 

town, and how this could be done. 

AGREED – that further investigations be made into the ownership of the 

town entrance signs, whether any permissions are required from 

Shropshire Council Highways, and the feasibility/indicative costs of adding 

the information about Eglantyne Jebb to the existing signs.  

 

Letter from residents of Waterside View, Ellesmere - this matter had been dealt 

with in the public participation part of the meeting. 

Shropshire Council, Community Enablement Team – briefing note to explain the 

new arrangements to replace the Community Enablement Team with six Place 

Plan Officers. The new Officer for the North West area (including Ellesmere) was 

Corrie Davies. Noted.   

 

229/18 Planning 

 
a) Planning Applications For Consideration 

 

19/00182/VAR – 5 Diksmuide Drive, Ellesmere – variation of condition no.2 

attached to planning permission 18/04874/FUL dated 20 December 2018 to 

allow amendments to the approved plans. 

 

Comments on this application had been deferred at the Town Council meeting 

on 28 January 2019 in order to allow further information to be provided on the 

measurements/size of the proposed extension to the dining room. The Assistant 

Clerk reported that the Shropshire Council Planning department had confirmed 

that the dimensions of the extension were 1.5m x 3.6m.  Members felt that this 

variation was acceptable. 

 

It was moved by Cllr Mrs J Williams, seconded by Cllr G Elner and   

 

RESOLVED  – that the application be supported.   
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   b) Planning Applications/Decisions received after the Agenda was sent 

 

  None. 

 

230/18 Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) – SALC Working Group, 30 January 

2019 

 

Further to minute 200/18 at the last meeting, Cllr P Goulbourne reported that 

he had attended the first meeting of the Working Group that had been set up by 

SALC to work with Shropshire Council in their review of how the CIL was 

administered and allocated.  There had been a number of issues raised by parish 

and town council representatives, and notes of the meeting had been circulated 

to Members for information. 

The report was noted, and Cllr Goulbourne was thanked for attending the 

meeting on behalf of the Town Council. 

231/18 Government Grants to Support Town Centres 

 

Further to the response that had been provided at the last meeting regarding a 

suggestion to seek funding for a new car park on land at New Wharf Road, a 

further letter had been received from the resident asking why the Council was 

not trying to seek a slice of these funds. 

 

The Assistant Clerk reported that funding was available in two phases through 

the Future High Streets Fund. Bids could only be submitted by a principal local 

authority – ie Shropshire Council, and applications had to be supported by a 

detailed business case and possible matched funding.  It would not be possible to 

prepare an application for Phase 1 in the timescale available, but Shropshire 

Council had indicated that that they would be considering another market town 

for a Phase 2 bid in 2020.  There was a discussion on how this might be taken 

forward, and it was suggested that the matter be referred to the Vision Plan 

Working Group to look at the feasibility of applying for Future High Street 

funding and how it might link to the emerging vision for the town.  

 

AGREED – that further consideration of Future High Street funding be 

delegated to the Vision Plan Working Group, and that the new Shropshire 

Council Place Plan Officer be invited to its next meeting to advise on the 

process. 

 

232/18 Councillor Co-option Policy 

 

The Town Clerk had drawn up a suggested policy to be applied to procedures for 

the recruitment and selection of co-opted members, a copy of which had been 

circulated. 

 

Members were in broad agreement to the content of the policy, although it was 

noted that there were some typographical and lay-out errors that needed 

amending. It was moved by Cllr G Elner, seconded by Cllr Mrs J Clayton and  
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RESOLVED – that the Councillor Co-option Policy be approved, subject to 

minor changes to correct any typographical errors etc. 

 

233/18 Town Clerk’s Appraisal 

 

The Town Mayor reported that, in the absence of the Town Clerk, this item was 

being deferred. 

 

234/18 Finance 

 

(i) Payments for December 2018 
 
The payments made during December 2018 had been circulated with the 
Agenda.  In response to a question, the Assistant Clerk confirmed that the 
refurbished benches were being checked as they were completed, and that they 
were satisfactory. It was moved by Cllr P Goulbourne, seconded by Cllr J Frost 
and 
 
RESOLVED – that the payments for December 2018 be approved, confirmed 
and signed as a true copy. 
 
(ii) 3rd Quarter Accounts 
 
It was moved by Cllr P Goulbourne, seconded by Cllr Mrs A Wignall and  
 
RESOLVED– that the 3rd quarter accounts (October to December 2018) be 
approved. 
 

  (iii) Internal Auditor 
 

The Assistant Clerk reported that it was necessary to formally appoint the 
Council’s Internal Auditor for the next financial year. It was moved by Cllr J 
Frost, seconded by Cllr Mrs J Clayton and  
 
RESOLVED – that JDH Business be re-appointed as the Council’s Internal 
Auditor for 2019/20. 
 
(iv) Mere Cottage Maintenance Improvements 
 
The Assistant Clerk reported that the Town Council’s share of the costs for the 
heating/energy efficiency upgrade of Mere Cottage had been confirmed as 
£3388.81. This was within the £4k maximum cost that the Council had 
previously stipulated. A query was raised about the figure, and whether it 
represented 50% of the total cost. 
 
It was moved by Cllr Mrs A Wignall, seconded by Cllr Mrs J Clayton and  
 
RESOLVED – that a sum of £3,388.81 for the heating/energy efficiency 
upgrade of Mere Cottage, to be funded from the Reserve Account, be 
approved, subject to checking with Shropshire Council on the accuracy of 
the figures. 
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(v) Borrowing Approval 
 
The Assistant Clerk read out a letter from the Minister for Housing, Communities 
& Local Government confirming approval for the Council to borrow up to £26k 
for the new Town Hall entrance lobby and street lamps conversion to LED.          .  
Noted. 
   

235/18 Finance – Cemetery Working Group 

 

(i) Receipts and Payments for December 2018 
 
The receipts and payments made during December 2018 had been circulated 
with the Agenda.  It was moved by Cllr P Goulbourne, seconded by Cllr J Frost 
and 
 
RESOLVED – that the receipts and payments for December 2018 be 
approved, confirmed and signed as a true copy. 
 
(ii) 3rd Quarter Accounts 
 
It was moved by Cllr J Frost, seconded by Cllr P Goulbourne and  
 
RESOLVED– that the 3rd quarter accounts (October to December 2018) be 
approved. 

 
236/18 Date of Next Meeting  
 
  Monday, 4th March, 2019   
 

 
The meeting closed at 9.09pm 
 
 

 
Mayor:  ………………………………………………………………………… 

 
 

 Date:    …………………………… 
 


