ELLESMERE TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Tawn Council Meeting held in Ellesmere Town Hall on Monday 4% March, 2019 at
7.15pm.
PRESENT: Town Mavor [Chair): Cllr R Hartley
Councillors: Cllrs Mrs | Costa, G Elner, | Frost, P Goulbourne, I

Lunn, Mrs E Peers, B Reincke, Mrs A Wignall and
Mrs | Williams

Assistant Clerks: [ Bulterworth and Phil Smith
Unitary Councillor: |
Members of the Public: 1
Press: 1
Police: 1
Guests: 0

Public Question Time

A resident referred to the recent removal of the pay and display machine in the Sparbridge car
park, which meant that the parking charge could only be paid using a smartphone or internet.
He had not been able to pay, so had to meve his car to Cross Strect car park by which time he
had missed the hus ta Shrewsbury he had intended to catch. The car park was now hardly used
and he asked the Town Counvil tu support the reinstatement of other methads of payment.

237/18 To Receive Apologies and Reasovn for Absence.

RESOLVED - that the apology received from Councillor Mrs | Clayton - away
- be approved.

The Town Clerk had given her apologies as she was currently on sick leave.

238718 Disclosure of Personal and Prejudicial Interests in Items an the Agenda

Mone received.

239718 Granl Dispensations

None recoived.

240718 Response to Public Questions

The Mayor reported that there had been a lut of complaints reparding the
Sparbridge Car Park. The Shropshire Council Ward Member would pravide an
update in her report, and the matter would be discussed later in the meeting at
agenda item 141,

241/18 Minute's Silence

A minute's silence was observed in memory of Mrs Kath Owen, a former Town
Councillor and Town Mayor 1979/80, who had recently passed.
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243/18

24418

A memorial service was being held on Friday 15 March 2019 at 5t Mary's Parish
Church ar 230pm.

Casual Vacancy

The Assistant Clerk reported that no applications for co-option to the Council
had been received by the deadline of 1 March 2019,

AGREED - that the vacancy he re-advertised in the usual way.
Police Matters

Set Claire Greenaway from the Safer Neighbourhood Team was welcomed to the
meeting.

She reported that over the February period there had been 7 erimes recorded as
follows:

3 x Theft [shoplifting x 2 and Purse).

2 % Assaults [Youths).

2 x Criminal Damage [Gate and car).

In response to a questian, she advised that there had been similar thefts of
purses in other Shropshire towns, and it could well be the same gang/persans
who were maving around the area. She was trying [0 secure some funding to
promate purse safety, including making available safety chains that could be
used to attach a purse to a person's bag/coat. Clly Mrs | Costa referred to a
Shopwatch scheme to help deter such thelts, and Sgt Greenaway stated that this
was something that would be welcomed. It was suggested that this could be
explored further by the Chamber of Trade, and Clir B Reincle (the Council's
representative on the Chamber) was asked to raise the matter at the Chamber's
next meeting.

Shropshire Council Report
Shropshire Clir Mrs A Hartley reported on the following matters:

- Sparbridge Car Parlc - she had been dismayed that the change (o the pay
machine had been made withoul her or the relevant Cahinet Memher's
knowledpe. As reported earlier, there had been a number of complaints, and she
had raised the matter with the Executive Director for Place. She had now
received an assurance in writing that the pay and display machine would he
reinstated, and that rhere would be no enforcement until that was done. She
hoped that lessons would be learned from this episode,

- Children & Young People Services —there was an unprecedented growth in
demand for these services, which was putling a big financial pressure on
Shropshire Council. Some of the highest costs related to out-of-area placements
for lnoked after children with requirements for specialist care that wasn’t
currently available in Shropshire. The Council was looking tn develop its own
specialist residential provision in the county, and had applied for funding to
finance it. It was estimated that in the long term this would help to penerate
savings of around £0.5m.
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248/18
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- Place Plan Officers- six Place Plan Officers had now been engaged to replace
the former Community Enabilement Team, and Corrvie Davies was the new Otficer
tor the North West Shropshire area. Draft Place Plans were being worked up in
advance of consultation meetings - there would be one for Ellesmera on 2 May
20009 at the Town Hall

Minutes

In relation to minute 221, Cllr Mrs E Peers asked that her opposition to the
derision to write to the Health Secretary to support the NHS Future Fil outcome
he naterd.

It was moved by Cllr Mrs & Wignall, secanded by Clir Mrs | Costa and

RESOLVED - that the minutes of the Town Council meeting on the 4t
February, 2019 be approved amd signed by the Town Mayor as a Lrue
record,

Cemetery Working Group

The final minutes of the meeting held on 29 November 2018 were received tar
information, and noted.

Town and Deputy Mavar’'s Monthly Engagements

The Town Mayor reported that he had attended the official opening of the new
Mere Cycles shop in Market Street, and also a 100t birthday party for a resident
at the Town Hall. Noted.

ist from Fel 's Meeti

The Town Mayor reported that, in the absence of the Town Clerk, he had asked
the Assistant Clerks to provide the Action Lisl From the last meeting

Members found the report useful in seeing what had been actioned, and the
outvome ol decisions made at the last meeting.

The Assistant Clerk reported that fellowing recent resignations, there were a
number of vacancies to fill on various Council badies as well as outside
nrganisations.

RESOLYED - that the following appointments be made:

Planning & Infrastructure Committee - Clir Mrs | Costa

CCIV Task & Finish Group - Clir D Lunn

Heritage at Risk/Public Realm /Asset Task & Finish Group - Clir Mrs | Costa
Town Hall Maintenance Task & Finish Group - Cllr Mrs | Williams

The Mere T&F Group and Mere Advisory Committee - Clir Mrs A Wignall
All Together Ellesmere - Cllr Mrs J Costa

Meres & Mosses Landscape Partnership - Clir D Lunn

Boathouse Conlract Meeting - Cllr Mrs E Peers
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253/18

Sparbridge Car Park Pilot Scheme

Further ta the question from the member of the public, and the Shropshire
Couneil Ward Member's report earlier in the meeting, Clir G Elner reported that
there had been aver 400 responses on the Ellesmere Community Facebook page
against the new maobile phone only payment system on Sparbridge car park. A
representation fram a local trader in favour of the pilot scheme was noted. The
Town Mavor stated that his main concern was the lack of consultation by
Shropshire Council before starting this trial. Members concurred and felt that if
they had been consulted, the Town Council could have advised that Sparbridge
car parl was not the best place for a trial payment scheme, as it was regularly
uscd by elderly people visiting the Town Hall and there were issues with some
mobile phone signals in that locality. While it was now expected that the pay
and display machine would be reinstaled, there was concern that Shropshire
Council had not considered that its actions might be discriminatory against
elderly people who did nut have a smartphone. It had also heen reported carlier
in the meeting that the Police were concerned at the risk arising from peeple
having to provide sensitive credit /dehit card information over the phene and
being overheard.

RESOLVED - that a letter he sent to Shropshire Council expressing the
Town Council’s disappointment over the lack of consultation in selecting
sparbridge car park for such a trial payment system.

CCTV - Trimpley Street

Further to minute 203/18 [v] at the meeting on 7t January, 2019, the Assistant
Clerk reported that the new CCTV camera on the Cambrian Building, Trimpley
street had been installed and was working. Noted.

Save The Children Centenary Year

Further to the discussion at the last meeting [minute 228), the Assistant Clerk
repoerted that the lown entrance signs had been paid for by the Tawn Council.
She had spoken (o Shropshire Council Highways, who had contirmed that no
permissions were required it the Town Council wished to incorporate an
additional sign. The Gardeners’ Club, who maintained the flower boxes beneath
the existing signs, had no objections to the proposal.

There was a discussion regarding the wording for a plaque/sign to be attached
underneath the existing signs, and it was

AGREED - that the wording for the signs/plagues be "Birthplace of
Eglantyne |ebb, Founder of Save the Children”.

The Assistant Clerk advised that quotes would now be soupht for the design and
production of the signs, and a further report would be brought back to the
Council.

Community Infrastructure Levy {CIL])

Cllr P Goulbourne reported an a meeting af the SALC CIL Working Group he had
altended on 22 February 2019, Shropshire Council's Executive Director for
Place had provided an update. The criteria far applying to the CIL Fund had been
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clarified, and it was apparent that the conversion of existing street lights to LET)
lamps did not qualify.

Clir Goulbourne was thanked for his report,
Co ‘gui t

Further to the discussion 4t the last meeting (minute 228}, Cllr G Elner reported
that the Rotary Club had accepted that there were two local community
organisations who could make use af the hog roaster and hot potate machine. e
would arrange for representatives from the Cricket Club and the Market Hall
Skateboarding Group to inspect the equipment before they made a decision on
whether to take on the respansibility tor storing/maintaining/insuring them.
Noted.

Annual Joint Dinner

The Assistant Clerk reported that it was the Town Council's turn to host the
Annual [oint Dinner with Ellesmere Rural Parish Council.

Interms of a venue, it was sugeested that local restanrants/eating
establishments could be asked via the Chamber of Trade to make an ofter to host
the event. The Dinner was normally held in late April/ early May, and availability
wauld be sought around that period.

Correspondence
(i) Items fur consideration
The following items of correspondence had been circulated for noting:

Age UK VSCA Newsletter, 6 February, 2019, (Circulated),

SALL Information Bulletin 1 - February 2019, (Circulared),

Princess Royal Hospital of the Future Newsletter, 8' February, 20149,
{Circulated),

NALC - Chief Executive’s Bulletin, 11 February, 2019, |Circulated).

[{eep Britain Tidy - Great British Spring Clean 227 March - 23 April.
{Circulated). The Assistant Clerk added that Tesco was organising an event in
Ellesmere, and had asked for volunteers from the Town Council,

SALC - Additional Fundamentals for Councillors training course on Thursday 4t
April (Circulated).

SALC Executive Committee Meeting — Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE)
Presentation. [Circulated),

Ludlow Mayor's Charity Quiz Night, Thursday 214 March. (Circulated). Please
reply directly to Ludlow Town Council if you would like to attend this event.
SAL{ - Warking Group to look at the Area Committees Survey. (Circulated),
Please complete the survey at www surveymonkev.coule/r/7PRGOYE before
16th March, 2019.

SALC Information Bulletin 2 - February 2019, (Circulated).

NALC Funding Bulletin, 159 February 201G, (Circulated).

Shropshire County Pension Fund — Employer Update 16 (February 2019},
(Circulated)

Shropshire Archives Email - Circulated.

NALC = Chief Executive Bullerin, 22nd February, 2019, (Circulated).
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Neighbourhood Planning Training - Wednesday 26% June, 10am - 3pm, The
Lord Hill, Shrewsbury (circulated), Councillor Ben Reincke has heen booked a
spare,

Budget Setting Training — Tuesday 24 September, 530pm - 7.30pm al
Shirehall, Shrewsbury (circulated) Councillor Paul Goulbourne has heen booked
d Space.

(i} Other Correspondence received atter the Agenda being sent out.

Community Infrastructure Levy Training Session - Friday 8 Marcch at Shirehall.
Clir F Gioulbonmne is attending,

Shropshire CCG — press release announcing the appointment of a new interim
Accountable OMicer,

NALC Chiel Executive's Bulletin

Roadwarks on Willow /Victoria 5t = email from Shropshire Council Street Works.

Planning

a) Planning Applications For Consideration

19 /00606 /0UT - The Woodlands, Elson Head, Ellesmere — cutline application
for the erection of one detached dwelling (all matters reserved).

Cllr G Elner reported that there were concerns about the access to the
application site, and proposed that members of the Planning & Infrastructure
Cemmittee malie a site wisit.

The Assistant Clerk reported that any comments an the application needed Lo be
submitted by 11 March.

RESQLVED - that cansideration of the application be delegated to the
Planning & Infrastructure Committee for a site visit and meetingon 7
March 2019,

k) Planning Applications/Decisions received after the Agenda was sent

The Assistant Clerk reported that notification efa planning enforcement case
had been received, and it was AGREED that this be considered in the exempt
part of the meeting.

¢) Town Centre Conservation Areg

Clir G Elner reported that he had asked tor this item to be included on the
agenda following comments he had heard from residents regarding the
appearance of the Town Centre, particularly in relation ta the wide variety of
colours that shop frontages were displaying. He had contacted Shrapshire
Council's Conservation Officer, who had advised that any colour scheme could be
used in the Conservation Area as long as it did not detract from the building,

43 // 2



258/18

During the ensuing discussion, it was felt that this was something that should be
brought to the attention of the Chamhber of Trade.

AGREED - that Clir B Reincke, as the Council’s representative on the
Chamhber of Trade, bring this matter to the attention of the Chamber,

Ei ;
(i) Payments for lanuary 2012

AGREED - that approval of the payments for January 2019 be deferred to
the next meeting,

1Tall Entrance

(ii)

I'he Assistant Clerk reported that canfirmation had been received from the
Public Works Loan Board [ the loan application for the new Town Hall
entrance. [ was also confirmed that the £30k Section 106 funding towards the
project had heen received. Noted.

(iii) Intermal Andit

The Assistant Clerk reported that the KBS yvear-end accounts check had been
arranged tor 31 May 2019, and the Annual Internal Audit would take place on 5
June 2019, Noted.

(iv) Meighbourhood Fund Payvment

Notification had been received from Shropshire Council that the Neighbourhood
Fund pavment to the Town Council for 2019720 would e £3,702.35. Noted.

(v) Staff Lieu Hours

Information was circulated showing the latest poasition on stalf licu hours. One of
the Caretaking staff had used annual leave entitlement to reduce the hours owed
Lo the Council. Members welcomed the reduction in variance on statf lieu hours,
and thanked the Caretaking statt.

(vi) Stal Holidays

It was reported that a number of staff would have outstanding leave entitlement
at the end of March 2019, and details were circulated. Members were asked how
they wished to address this. In response to a question, the Assistant Clerk added
that in the past staff had been paid fur ontaken holiday, and this was budgeted
for,

It was moved by Cllr G Elner, seconded by Clir Mrs | Williams and

RESOLVED - that staff be paid for any untaken holiday leave entitlement
for2018/19.
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(wii] Grounds Maintenance Contract

‘I'he Assistant Clerk reported that the Grounds Maintenance contract was due to
expire on 31 March 2019, and tenders/quotes had been sought for a new three
year contract. Three tenders had been received, and details were circulated. All
the tenderers had the necessary certificates and policies in place. The contract
specification stated 14 cuts per annum, and the tendered prices had been
compared on Lhat basis. The lowest tender was not from the existing contractor,
and, in response Lo a question, the Assistant Clerk reported that that company
had supplied information on existing cantracts they carried out for other public
bodies and organisations.

[t was moved hy Clir G Elner, seconded by Clir Mrs A Wignall and

RESOLVED - that the Grounds Maintenance contract for the period 1 April
2019 to 31 March 2022 be awarded to Groundforce Lid in the sum of
£6,378.82 per annum for 14 cuts, subject to a review mechanism being in
place after a period of 3 or 6 months.

{wiil) All Together EHesmere Accournts
AGREED - to defer this malter to the Finance, Asset & Resources Committee

{ix) Shropshire County Pensien Fund

‘Ihe Pension Fund was cansulting on changes to its Funding Strategy Statement,
a copy of which had been circulated. The Town Mayor reported that the changes
did not directly affect the Town Council.

AGREED - to note the consultation,

Finance - Cemetery Working Group

(i) Receipts and Payments bor [anuary 2014

AGREED - that approval of the payments and receipts for January 2019 be
deferred to the next meeting.

Date af Next Meeting

Monday, 1+ April, 2019

Exclusion of Press and FPublic

It was moved by Clir P Goulbuurne, seconded by Cllr Mrs A Wignall and

RESOLVED - that in accordance with the Puhlic Bodies [Admission to
Meetings) Act 1960 and Section 100 (A] of the Local Government Act 1992,
the public and press be excluded for the remainder of the meeting for the
following items af business on the grounds that they involved the likely
disclosure af exempt information as defined in the Acts.
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262/1H Exempt Minutes

The exempt minutes of the meeting of the Staffing & Guvernance Sub-Committes
held on 23 |anuary 2019 were virculated for noting,

FFurther to matters contained within the minutes, the Town Mayor reported on a
letter he had received from the Tuwn Clerk.

263/18 Honorary Freeman/Freewoman

Members discussed patential nominees fnr 2019 and it was

RESOLYED - that My lan Ward and Mrs Averil MacDaonald he approved as
Honorary Freeman/Freewoman for 2019.

264/18 Planning Enforcement

The Assistant Tawn Clerk reported on a notification received from Shropshire
Council regarding a planning enforcement case.

The repart was noted.

The meeting closed at 2.45pm
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