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ELLESMERE TOWN COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held in Ellesmere Town Hall on Monday 5th February, 2018 

at 7.15pm. 

PRESENT:   Town Mayor (Chair):  Cllr R Hartley  

 

Councillors: Cllrs Mrs J Clayton, G Elner, J Frost, P Goulbourne,  

Mrs M Lagoyianni, Mrs E Peers, B Reincke, I Ward, 

Mrs A Wignall and Mrs J Williams 

 

   Town Clerk:   Mandy Evans 

Assistant Clerk:  Phil Smith 

 

Unitary Councillor:  0 

Members of the Public:  0 

Press:    1 

Police:    0 

Guests: 0 

 

Public Question Time     No members of the public were present. 

 

200/17 To Receive Apologies and Reason for Absence. 
  
 RESOLVED - that the apology received from Councillor D Lunn – holiday -  

be approved.  
 
201/17 Disclosure of Personal and Prejudicial Interests in Items on the Agenda 
  
 None.  

 
202/17 Grant Dispensations 
 
 None received. 
 
203/17  Response to Public Questions 
 

   None received. 

204/17 Police Matters 
 
  The Town Clerk read out the Police report for December 2017 and January 

2018.   
 

A total of 12 crimes recorded as follows: 
- 3 Assaults (2 domestic related and 1 youths)   
- 4 Theft (3 shoplifting and 1 bicycle) 
- 1 Attempted Burglary 
- 1 Drug Possession 
- 1 Sexual Assault 
- 1 Stalking/Breach of Court Order 

- -      1 Damage to Vehicle  
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 Officers were actively pursuing enquiries in 9 of those above offences.  
 
 The Christmas/New Year period went well, with no reported serious issues in 

the town.   
 

   An e-mail had also been received from the Safer Roads Partnership to say that 

   they were now looking to progress a site on Grange Road for speeding  

   enforcement, and wished to confirm the Council’s support. They were also  

   having problems with community concern signs in the area being removed  

   or damaged.  It was noted that the Council had previously highlighted issues of 

   speeding vehicles on Grange Road, and therefore the potential   

   enforcement measures were welcomed. 

   AGREED – that the Safer Roads Partnership be informed that the Council 

   supports the move to have a site on Grange Road for speed checks/  

   enforcement. 

205/17 Shropshire Council Report 
 
 Apologies had been received from Shropshire Cllr Mrs A Hartley. 
 
206/17 Minutes 
 
 The minutes of the 2 January 2018 meeting were considered. In relation to 

minute 188 – All Together Ellesmere (ATE), Cllrs Mrs M Lagoyianni and B 
Reincke reported that there were currently only 6 regular stallholders at the 
Tuesday Market. In response to the suggestion made at the last meeting that 
consideration be given to including charity stalls, ATE had stated that they had 
tried this in the past and not got much response. There was a discussion about 
ways for improving take-up of the Market, and it was suggested that ATE might 
want to look at extending the current hours and also look at what other markets 
(eg: Shrewsbury Indoor Market) were doing.   

 
 It was moved by Cllr G Elner, seconded by Cllr P Goulbourne and  
 
 RESOLVED - that the minutes of the Town Council meeting on the 2 

January, 2018 be approved and signed by the Town Mayor as a true record. 
 
207/17 Planning & Infrastructure Committee Minutes 
 
 The draft minutes of the meeting of the Planning & Infrastructure Committee 

held on 10 January 2018 were received for information, and noted. 
 
208/18 Special Town Council Meeting Minutes 
 
 The minutes of the Special Town Council meeting held on 29 January 2018 were 

considered. 
 
 In response to a question concerning the use of £3k from reserves for bench 

replacement/refurbishment, the Town Clerk stated that a lower quote had 
recently been received for this work. This meant that there may no longer be a 
need to take any money out of reserves for this purpose. 

 
 It was moved by Cllr Mrs J Clayton, seconded by Cllr P Goulbourne and 
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 RESOLVED – that the minutes of the Special Town Council meeting on the 
29 January, 2018 be approved and signed by the Town Mayor as a true 
record. 

 
209/17 Clerk’s Report 
 
 The Clerk’s report on correspondence circulated since the last meeting, planning 

matters, training and matters arising from previous meetings had been 
circulated with the Agenda. 

 
 The report was noted. 
 
210/17 Christmas Lighting Scheme 
 
 The Town Clerk reported that a new contract for the Christmas Lighting Scheme 

for 2018 and the following two years needed to be tendered for. It was proposed 
that a Task and Finish Group be set-up to look at the requirements for the next 
three years, and whether any changes needed to be made to the Lighting 
Scheme. 

 
 RESOLVED -  that a Christmas Lighting Scheme Task and Finish Group, 

consisting of Councillors P Goulbourne, R Hartley, B Reincke and Mrs J 
Williams, be established.  

 
211/17 Councillor Request 
 
 Councillor Mrs A Wignall had asked for the following two items to be included on 

the agenda: 
 
 i) Town Council Briefings/Newsletter 
 
 It was suggested that there should be more information available to the local 

community about the work of the Town Council, including updates on local 
initiatives/projects.  This could be disseminated through articles in existing local 
publications, and possibly in the local press.  

 
 Members were supportive of the suggestion, and it was felt that it could be 

Member-led in order to avoid placing any further workload on staff.  It was 
AGREED that 

- the production of briefings/articles be co-ordinated by Cllrs Mrs A Wignall, 
Mrs M Lagoyianni and B Reincke; 

- all other Members are invited to submit ideas or contributions to the co-
ordinating group; 

- all proposed copy/articles must be submitted to the Town Clerk before 
publication for checking and circulation to all Members for approval; 

- any information produced must be in accordance with the Council’s Press 
and Media Policy. 

 
 ii) Support for the North Shropshire Outdoor Recreation Team 
 
 Cllr Mrs A Wignall referred to the recent visit that some Members made to look 

at the Arboretum area and find out more about the Lost Garden Terraces Project. 
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She wondered whether the Council was able to support the Project through 
providing an information board and/or any other help to Shaun Burkey’s team.  

 
 During the ensuing discussion, it was noted that the Council already supported, 

in a number of ways, the management of The Mere and surrounding areas. It was 
also reported that Ellesmere Chamber of Commerce might have a spare 
information board that could be offered to the Project. However, it was 
suggested that the Council could provide support by helping to publicise such 
things as volunteering opportunities at The Mere Country Park. 

 
212/17 Road Safety Policy, Shropshire Council   

The Town Clerk reported on the meeting that had taken place on 31 January 

2018 with representatives from Shropshire Council to discuss highways/traffic 

concerns, particularly relating to the Trimpley/Brownlow Road area (see minute 

162/17).   

One of the suggestions put forward by the Highways Engineer was for a mini-

roundabout at the junction of Trimpley and Willow Street, and there was a 

discussion about how effective this would be in managing traffic flows. The 

Highways Engineer had also suggested a number of other possible measures to 

improve safety in the Trimpley/Elson Road/Brownlow Road area.  Reference 

was also made to re-alignments to the roundabout at the A495/A528 junction, 

which was something Shropshire Council had previously looked at, and to 

enforcement by the Shropshire Council traffic wardens. 

RESOLVED – that the following suggestions be submitted to Shropshire 

Council for inclusion in the next Road Safety Policy document in March 

2018: 

- a mini-roundabout at the junction of Trimpley and Willow Street; 
subject to further investigations into traffic flows and impact on the 
road network in the area; 

- introduce a vehicle weight restriction on Brownlow Road; 
- extend speed restrictions on Elson Road; 
- extend double yellow lines along Cambria Avenue at the junction with 

Elson Road; 
- introduce a resident parking permit scheme in Brownlow Road; 
- re-visit the re-alignment of the roundabout at the A495/A528 junction; 
- look at varying the days/times that the traffic wardens visit Ellesmere.  

 
213/17  St Mary’s Churchyard 
 
  (i) Boundary Wall 
 
  Further to the works that were required to repair the section of the Churchyard 
  wall that had collapsed, the Town Clerk reported that she had so far only  
  received one quote for the works from a specialist contractor. Given the  
  potential costs, Members felt that if possible another quotation should be sought.  
  The Town Clerk stressed the urgent need for the repairs to take place. 
  
  RESOLVED – that the Town Clerk chase-up the second quotation, and that 
  authority be delegated to the Town Clerk to award the contract for the  
  works following circulation of the quotes to Members.   
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  (ii) Tree Risk Assessment Report 
 
  The Town Clerk reported that, following the fall of a yew tree in the Churchyard 
  close to the rear of the Red Lion public house, Shropshire Council had carried 
  out a risk assessment of other trees/vegetation in that area of the Churchyard. 
  Their report recommended the removal of the fallen yew, the felling of four yew 
  trees in the vicinity of the boundary wall and adjacent garages on the grounds of 
  health and safety, and works to remove ivy growth. In response to a question 
  about whether planning permission was needed for these works due to the  
  Churchyard being in the Conservation Area, the Town Clerk advised that it  
  would be registered as emergency works which meant that Conservation Area 
  consent was not required. 
 
  AGREED – that the recommended tree work be carried out, and that the 
  Town Clerk obtain quotations for the works. 
 
214/17  Correspondence 
 
  (i)  Items for consideration 
 

The following items of correspondence had been circulated and were noted: 
 
Shropshire Council Community Tree Scheme  - the Council’s application for a 
Wild Cherry tree had been successful, and it would be collected and planted at 
the Town Hall on Saturday, 10th February, 2018. Noted 
Shropshire Wide 20 mph Update – January, 2018. Noted. 
Great Ellesmere Clean - as part of a Keep Britain Tidy initiative, notification had 
been received that an organised litter pick was taking place in Ellesmere on 
Saturday, 3rd March 2018 between 10am and 12pm and the Town Council had 
been asked if it could provide any help/support. It was AGREED that the filled 
rubbish bags (securely tied) could be dropped off at the rear of the Town Hall 
and then put in the Council skip. 
Launch of Ellesmere Lunch Club for Over 60s- Friday 16th February, 2018 at the 
Red Lion, Church Street 12-2pm. Noted. 
Road Closure - Birch Road 17th February, 2018 for 7 days to upgrade existing 
network to fibre to the door. 
Shropshire Council’s proposed new Parking Strategy – briefing note – setting out 
the proposals agreed by Shropshire Council’s Cabinet following the public 
consultation. Noted. 
SALC Invitation to the Buckingham Palace Garden Party, 5th June, 2018 -
Members had agreed to nominate Cllr Ian Ward and his wife, Karen Ward, to 
attend. However, they had been unsuccessful in the draw of nominations 
received by SALC. Noted. 
New reading group at Ellesmere Library -  to be held on the second Thursday of 
every month between 2.30 & 3.30pm. Noted. 
Merefest – notification from Shropshire Wildlife Trust that Merefest would not 
be taking place in 2018. Noted. 
 

       (ii)   Other Correspondence received after the Agenda being sent out. 

 

Ice Cream Vendor Licence for The Mere– Shropshire Council had advertised for 

bids to operate the Licence for the period 1 March 2018 to 28 February 2019. 

Noted. 
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Oswestry 2050 Synopsis - noted. 

Dog Fouling – correspondence from local residents regarding dog fouling in 

Ellesmere and surrounding areas. Noted.  

Keep Shropshire Warm – information regarding heating and insulation grants 

available to residents. Noted.  

Dementia Friends Awareness Sessions – notification of sessions running in 

March 2018 in Oswestry. Noted.  

Practical Vision for Travel in Shropshire – response from Sustainable Transport 

Shropshire to the Council’s comments on their discussion paper. Noted. 

Trees Outside Tesco’s – New Wharf Road – the Chamber of Commerce had asked 

for the Council’s support in getting Tesco’s to take some action to improve the 

appearance of four trees on land owned by them adjacent to the new Town 

Square.  AGREED – that the Council write to Tesco’s reiterating the concerns 

raised already by the Chamber of Commerce. 

Parish Update from Connecting Shropshire – noted. 

Healthwatch Shropshire – request for feedback from service users on provision 

of equipment and aids. Noted. 

SALC Annual General Meeting – 23 February 2018 – Councillor P Goulbourne 

was attending the meeting. Reference was made to the increase in subscriptions 

to SALC, and Cllr Goulbourne was asked to find out the reasons for the increase 

at the AGM. 

Our Space Stakeholder Meeting – 8 February 2018 – it was noted that 

Councillors R Hartley and P Goulbourne together with the Town Clerk would be 

attending the meeting. 

Commemoration of End of WW1 – a resident had asked how the Council were 

planning to mark the 100th anniversary of the end of World War One.  AGREED – 

to refer to the Centenary of World War One Task and Finish Group for any 

ideas. 

SALC February 2018 Bulletin – noted. 

Breach of Planning Conditions – Fletcher Homes Development off Birch Road – 

the Mayor had received an e-mail from a resident complaining about work 

taking place on this housing development site on Sundays – contrary to the 

consent conditions. AGREED – to forward the concerns to the Shropshire 

Council Planning Enforcement team. 

Shropshire Council Traffic Sensitive Review – Councillor I Ward stated that there 

was a need to comment on this Review as some information seemed inaccurate, 

and whether the judgements that had been made on which streets were 

designated as sensitive and locally significant were realistic/accurate. AGREED – 

to refer the consultation document to the Planning & Infrastructure 

Committee for a closer look. 

 
  (Councillor M Lagoyianni left the meeting at 8.35pm) 
 
215/17  Planning 
 

a) Planning Applications For Consideration 

 

(i) 17/06077/FUL – Conversion of existing covered area to front of main 

entrance to an enclosed lobby area – Ellesmere Town Hall, Willow Street, 

Ellesmere.  Noted 
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b) Planning Applications/Decisions Received after the Issue of the Agenda 

 

(i) 18/00109/FUL – Erection of 2 storey and single storey extensions to existing 

school building, relocation of existing single storey building and creation of a 

new parking area and all-weather sports pitch – Ellesmere Primary School, Elson 

Road, Ellesmere. 

 

RESOLVED (1 against, 1 abstention) – that the application be supported 

with no further comments.  

 

ii) 18/00340/ADV and 18/00341/LBC – Erect and display 1 non-illuminated 

fascia; 1 internally illuminated fascia; 1 externally illuminated timber co-op 

projector and 1 non-illuminated wall mounted flat aluminium panel affecting a 

Grade II Listed Building – 25-29 Cross Street, Ellesmere.      

 

The Town Clerk reported that she had not yet received a response from the 

Planning Officer regarding issues raised by Councillor I Ward in relation to this 

application. Members felt that further information was needed before 

commenting on the application, and it was: 

 

RESOLVED – that consideration of the application be delegated to the 

Planning & Infrastructure Committee to allow  time for further information 

to be received. 

 

iii) 17/05267/FUL – Erection of single storey side extension to outbuilding and 

other alterations including re-alignment of boundary wall – Higher Grange, 

Grange Road, Ellesmere.  Decision: Grant Permission. 

 

iv) 17/05458/FUL – Erection of a log cabin 4.5m x 2.5m x 2.5m high in the front 

garden of a dwelling house to be used as a home office – 8 Berwyn View, 

Ellesmere.  Decision: Grant Permission  

 

v) 17/05984/FUL – Proposed part first floor front extension and a single storey 

and two storey rear extension, including internal refurbishment and associated 

external modifications – The Mallards, Grange Road, Ellesmere.  Decision: 

Refuse. 

 

216/17  Staffing Matters 

 

   (i)  Caretaker’s Assistant’s Wedding 

The Town Clerk reported that Natalie Roberts, one of the Caretaker Assistants, 

had booked the Town Hall for her wedding reception in September. The total 

hire cost was £305, and Members were invited to consider whether a discount 

should be offered. 

AGREED – that a 50% discount to the room hire cost be given as a wedding 

gift to the Caretaker’s Assistant and her fiancée. 
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(ii) Assistant Clerk 

The Town Clerk reported that Jo Butterworth was now on a phased return to 

work over the next six weeks after her recent knee operation. She would 

hopefully be back to her full contracted hours within the next six weeks. Noted. 

(iii) Clerk’s Appraisal 

The Town Mayor reported on the recent Annual Appraisal of the Town Clerk. 

Everything was satisfactory, but a number of issues had arisen from the 

discussion, including the local Police team using the Town Clerk’s office as a base 

and the need to review the payscale in view of increased responsibilities and 

duties. 

RESOLVED – 

(a)  that the review of the Clerk’s payscale be delegated to the Staffing & 
Governance Sub-Committee; 

(b)  that the Police be asked if they have any alternative mobile 
accommodation that could be used for their Ellesmere base; 

(c) that 10.75 lieu hours worked by the Town Clerk be paid as overtime; 
(d)  that the Council issue the Clerk with a contract mobile phone.   
 

217/17  Finance 
 

(i) Payments for December 2017 
 
The payments made during December, 2017 had been circulated with the 
Agenda.  It was moved by Cllr P Goulbourne, seconded by Cllr I Ward and 
 
RESOLVED – that the payments for December 2017 be approved, confirmed 
and signed as a true copy. 
 
(ii) Third Quarter Accounts 
 
The accounts for the period September to December 2017 had been circulated 
with the Agenda. It was moved by Councillor Mrs J Williams, seconded by 
Councillor Mrs J Clayton, and  
 
RESOLVED – that the accounts for the period September to December 2017 
be approved. 
 
(iii) General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) 
 
The Town Clerk reported that as part of the implementation of GDPR, local 
councils would need to secure the provision of a Data Protection Officer (DPO).  
JDH Business Services Ltd, who currently provided the Council’s internal audit 
services, was offering to carry out the DPO function , and had set out what they 
would provide to ensure compliance with the GDPR requirements. It was 
proposed that the Council initially enter into a three agreement for the provision 
of these services. The costs for the first two years were fixed, with an annual 
increment in Year 3 to reflect inflation. 
 
Members felt that it would be difficult for the Town Clerk to also take on the role 
of DPO, and that it made sense to align the DPO function with the current 
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internal audit arrangements. It was moved by Councillor Mrs E Peers, seconded 
by Councillor J Frost and  
 
RESOLVED – that JDH Business Services Ltd be appointed as the Council’s 
Data Protection Officer for a three year period commencing on 1 April 
2018. 
 

218/17  Risk Assessments 
 

(i)  Fire Risk Assessment – Town Hall 
 
The Town Clerk reported that the Fire Risk Assessment for the Town Hall had 
been completed on 18 January 2018.  A carbon monoxide alarm had also been 
fitted in the boiler room. Noted. 
 
(ii)  COSHH Regulations 
 
The Town Clerk reported that everything had been signed off satisfactorily, and 
that there were no changes to materials etc. Noted. 
 
(iii) Annual Review of Effectiveness of Internal Audit 
 
The Town Clerk reported that the document had been updated to reflect the new 
data protection arrangements and that there was a Council Internal Checker in 
place. Noted. 

 
219/17  Date of Next Meeting  
 
  Monday, 5th March, 2018. 
 
  

 
The meeting closed at 9.21pm 
 
 

 
 

Mayor:  ………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 

 Date:    …………………………… 
 


