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The purpose of ‘Council 

Briefing’; 

 Keeping Councillors informed 

 Informing the community of the 

work of the Council  

 Enabling Councillors to exchange 

and share information 

 Putting positive communication at 

the heart of the Council 
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Civic Events  

The Mayor’s Charity 

Coffee Morning will be 
held on Thursday 8th 
October from 10 am to 
12 noon at the Town 

Hall. 

Offers of help and raffle 
prizes will be welcomed 

by Cllr. Mrs Lynne Da-
vies, who is organising 

the event. 

Admission is £1. 
Councillors have tick-
ets for sale in advance 
or feel free to pay on 

the door. 

A reminder that the 

Mayor’s Civic and 
Community Service will 
be held on Sunday 
11th October at 
10.15am at St Mary’s 

Church. 

 

The Future of  El lesmere Library 
in the Spotl ight  

There was a lively discussion involving members of the public at the meet-

ing of the Ellesmere Local Joint Committee on 22nd September following a 
presentation on the Shropshire Library Services redesign and the public 
consultation which was to be launched imminently regarding Library Ser-

vices in Ellesmere. 

The Town Council’s current position is outlined in the FAQ section of the 
consultation launched by Shropshire Council on 2nd October; “The Town 
Council is committed to supporting the long term future provision of Public 
Library Services in Ellesmere, either provided 
or commissioned by Shropshire Council. It 
will be participating in the consultation proc-
ess by responding and contributing its views 
and suggestions. Shropshire Council will be 
discussing the consultation and options with 
the Town Council to enable it to form a view 
as to whether there is any locally appropriate 

role for it to give consideration.”  

Now that the consultation has been issued 
and the Town Council has been able to gather more information regarding 
the Library it is in a better position to contribute to the process and decide 
whether there is any useful and effective way in which it can get involved, 

either directly or indirectly. 

Mayor’s  Coffee Morning Civic Service 

Mereside Planning Update   
There have been further develop-
ments in the saga of the threats to 
the area around the Mere. The plan-
ning application for 5 houses on the 

site of the Shropshire Council Depot, 
adjacent to the Cremorne Gardens 

has been withdrawn for the present   

(Continued on Page 4) 
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The Policy and Re-
sources Committee met 
on 24 September and 
the main business of 
the meeting was to go 
through the revised 
standard Council Stand-
ing Orders and to 
“customise” them for us 
here in Ellesmere Town 
Council. 
 
The Standing Orders 
set out the Rules for the 
conduct of Council 
Business and the con-
duct of meetings. For 
example the revised 
Standing Orders, which 
will be put to full Town 
Council to ratify, explic-

itly say that members 
of the public wishing to 
speak at the public par-
ticipation session 
should raise their hand 
if they wish to speak, 
should stand when 
they do speak (unless 
there are reasons not 
to) and should be 
asked to identify them-
selves.  The Standing 
Orders will also say 
that a Councillor can 
only speak for up to 5 
minutes on a topic, 
unless the Chairman of 
the meeting agrees to 
longer. And that meet-
ings should last for 
only 2 hours, unless 

two thirds of those at 
the meeting want it to 
continue for another 
half hour, and the same 
will apply after another 
half an hour.  Common 
sense things but useful 
to have them in the 
rules.  
 
While going through 
the Standing Orders 
the committee thought 
that it might be sensible 
to bring the starting 
time of meetings for-
ward a little and so the 
full Council will be 
asked to agree that 
Town Council meetings 
should start at 7.15pm. 

1 applications for the Town 
Councillor vacancy had been re-
ceived by the closing date of 25th 

September. 

The Council will vote on the ap-
pointment at its monthly meeting 

on 5th October. 

Council  Br ief ing  

E v e n t s  a t  w h i c h  t h e  T o w n  C o u n c i l  a n d   T o w n  
w e r e  R e p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  P a s t   M o n t h  
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Date Event Represented by 

10 Sept Ellesmere Festival Launch & Arts Exhibition Preview Evening Town Mayor 

11— 13 Sept Ellesmere Festival, including the Ellesmere Model Railway 

Exhibition and the Wharf Service  

Town Mayor 

19 Sept Merefest & Evening Lantern Parade Town Mayor 

20 Sept Wem Mayor’s Civic Service Town Mayor 

20 Sept Battle of Britain Service, St Mary’s Church Town Mayor 

 22 Sept Presentation of Medals to Children at Ellesmere Primary 

School who completed the Reading Challenge  during the 

Summer School Holiday via Ellesmere Library 

Town Mayor 

26 Sept MacMillan  Appeal Coffee Morning Town Mayor 

28 Sept Walking with the Wounded, Ellesmere College to St Mary’s 

Church 

Deputy Mayor 

   

Planting by Ellesmere in Bloom 

Changes to the Council ’s 
Standing Orders Proposed  

T o w n  C o u n c i l  
V a c a n c y  

W a l k i n g  w i t h  t h e  
W o u n d e d  

On Monday 28th September, Deputy 
Mayor, Cllr. John Frost met members of 
the team at Ellesmere College and 
joined the Walking for the Wounded 
group as they walked from the College 
to St Mary’s Church during their visit to 

the area. 

 

St Mary’s Church 

 

 

The Mere 

 



Further discussions have taken place regarding the future of the website, 

with a decision about separating the Council (with the Rural Parish Council) 

and the tourism/business sites expected shortly.  

The Council’s current website is now fully compliant with the requirement for 

qualification for the Foundation Level Local Council Award Scheme. 

The Council’s existing website has been in its present form since 2012 and  
is in need of refreshing and updating. There is currently just under twelve 
months to run with the exiting hosting arrangements and this will give time to 

Counci l  Br ief ing  

Although dominated by issues  

concerning the future of the Li-
brary Service in Ellesmere, the 
LJC Meeting at the Town Hall 
on 22nd September also in-
cluded a very informative pres-
entations on the Care Act 
changes, by  Ruth Houghton, 
Head of Social Care, Improve-
ment and Efficiency (Shropshire 
Council) and Dementia Aware-

ness, by Paul Goulbourne. 

A number of issues were raised 
by members of the public at-
tending, including  speeding 
traffic, the Traffic Lights on 
Scotland Street, Parking in 
Cambria Avenue, the Speed 
Limit at the Mere and Spar-

bridge Roundabout. 

Interestingly, these were all is-
sues that the Town Council has 
recognised and  has been purs-
ing, for some over a consider-

able period of time. 
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E l l e s m e r e  L o c a l  
J o i n t  C o m m i t t e e  

M e e t i n g  

Counci l  Websi te  Review Update  

Highways 

“The key themes are; 

 Road Resurfacing 

 Traffic Management 

& Calming 

 Junction 

Management” 

 

The signs have now been 

posted warning of the major 
resurfacing works in Willow 
Street, Victoria Street and part 
of Sparbridge to be carried out 
between 19th and 30th Octo-

ber. 

Work will take place during the 
first week between Sparbridge 
Roundabout and Trimpley and 
in the second week Victoria 
Street from Trimpley to Scot-

land Street will be completed. 

Diversion route to minimise dis-

ruption are being finalised 

However, it is inevitable that 
some residents will experience 
some short term inconvenience 
during these essential improve-

ment works.  

 

 

H i g h w a y s  U p d a t e  

There has still been no re-

sponse from Shropshire Coun-
cil regarding the issues raised 
about the problems following 
the recent resurfacing of Cross 
Street. This is continuing to be 

pursued by the Town Council. 

Place Plan Review 

Ellesmere Town Hall 

The Ellesmere from the air 

The Clerk is currently seeking clarification to be enable a time table for 
the Annual Review of the Place Plan to be produced.  Members will be 

kept informed.  



Ellesmere Town Hall 

1-3 Willow Street 

Ellesmere 

Shropshire 

SY12 0AL 

El lesmere Town 

Counc i l  

The planned Training/
Events programme to 
the end of 2015 can be 
found at the SALC web-
site 
(www.2shrop.net/2shro

Training attended by 

Councillors and Offi-
cers during the past  
month included 
‘Chairmanship Part 2—

Developing your role’’. 

pnet/AToZOfMini-sites/

A/Alc/Training). 

Please inform the Town 
Clerk if you are inter-
ested in attending any 

of the sessions. 

Phone: 01691 622689 

E-mail: 

clerk.ellesmeretc@btin

ternet.com 

However, it is expected that the applicant will probably return with a revised 
application seeking to address some of the considerable concerns and ob-

jections raised against the original application.  

 D i a r y  E v e n t s  f o r  O c t o b e r  2 0 1 5  
( a t  t i m e  o f  p u b l i c a t i o n )  

Date Event Representing the 

Council 

8 Oct Mayor’s Charity Coffee Morning __ 

11 Oct Ellesmere Town Council  Mayor’s Civic and Community 

Service 

All Councillors and 

Officers 

16 Oct Severn-Dee Travel (Gobowen Station) 20th Anniversary Town Mayor 

16 Oct The Lakelands Academy Presentation Evening Town Mayor 

We’re on the Web! 

Ellesmere.info/town

-council/ 

M emb er s  Tra in in g   

Town Clerk: 

Mrs Mandy Evans 
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M e r e s i d e  P l a n n i n g  U p d a t e  
( c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  P a g e  1 )  

Castlefields Car Park 

 

 

C o u n c i l  B r i e f i n g  C o n t r i b u t i o n s  
 

Could Councillors who attend any meetings or represent the Council at any events, 
etc during the October please provide a brief report by Thursday 29th October to go 
into November’s Council Briefing. 

Ellesmere Wharf 

http://www.2shrop.net/2shropnet/AToZOfMini-sites/A/Alc/Training
http://www.2shrop.net/2shropnet/AToZOfMini-sites/A/Alc/Training
http://www.2shrop.net/2shropnet/AToZOfMini-sites/A/Alc/Training

